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January 19, 2001

Jim Rissmiller, Treasurer

San Bernardino County Taxpayers PAC

28019 Millar Street

Highland, CA 92346-2791

Re:
Your Request for Advice


Our File No. A-00-264

Dear Mr. Rissmiller:


This letter is in response to your request for advice on behalf of the San Bernardino County Taxpayers PAC regarding the small-contributor-committee provisions of the Political Reform Act (the “Act”).

QUESTION

The San Bernardino County Taxpayers PAC has maintained its status as a small contributor committee under Proposition 208.  Must the committee amend its statement of organization to reflect that it is a small contributor committee under Proposition 34?

CONCLUSION


Yes.  Before contributing under the higher applicable contribution limit, the San Bernardino County Taxpayers PAC must amend its statement of organization to reflect that it is a small contributor committee under Proposition 34.

ANALYSIS


On November 7, 2000, the voters approved Proposition 34, which, among other things, imposes contribution limits on candidates for elective state office.  (Section 85301.)  Under Proposition 34, small contributor committees may contribute more to candidates than other persons may, with the exception of political parties.  (Section 85302.)  

Section 85203 defines a small contributor committee as a committee that meets all of the following criteria:  (1) the committee has been in existence for at least six months; (2) the committee receives contributions from 100 or more persons; (3) no one person has contributed to the committee more than two hundred dollars ($200) per calendar year; and (4) the committee makes contributions to five or more candidates.


Emergency Regulation 18503 (copy enclosed) clarifies the definition of small contributor committee.  In addition, the regulation provides that a committee, which qualifies as a small contributor committee, must amend its statement of organization before contributing at the higher level.  (Section 18503(b).)  The amended statement of organization must reflect that the committee is a small contributor committee and the date on which it qualified as such.  For committees that qualified before January 1, 2001, the date of qualification is January 1, 2001.


The Commission has noticed Regulation 18503 for permanent adoption in March.
  I have enclosed a copy of the notice for your review.  Also enclosed is the revised Statement of Organization Form 410, which you may use to amend the committee’s registration.  If you have any other questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (916) 322-5660.







Sincerely, 







Luisa Menchaca







Acting General Counsel

By:  
Julia Bilaver, Staff Counsel


Legal Division

JB:jg

Enclosures

I:\AdviceLtrs\00264.doc

� Government Code sections 81000 – 91015.  Commission regulations appear at Title 2, sections 18109-18996, of the California Code of Regulations.  	


� As noted in the noticed regulation, the version recommended for permanent adoption differs slightly from the emergency regulation adopted in January.  The changes are grammatical and do not affect the advice in this letter. 





