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September 26, 2001

Vincent Tallman, Vice President

Public Affairs Support Services, Inc.

1020 North Fairfax Street, Fifth Floor

Alexandria, VA  22314

Re:
Your Request for Advice


Our File No. A-01-230
Dear Mr. Tallman:


This is in response to your request for advice regarding the campaign disclosure provisions of the Political Reform Act (the “Act”).
  

QUESTION


You have submitted for approval a modified Form 460 Schedule A for use by your clients to comply with the campaign reporting provisions of the Act.

CONCLUSION

The Schedule A is approved.

FACTS

The Form 460 (Recipient Committee Campaign Statement) was revised to implement legislative changes that were signed into law last year (Chapter 853, Stats. 2000), as well as Proposition 34, which was passed by the voters in the November 2000 general election.  The Secretary of State has informed the Commission that the state’s electronic filing system (Cal-ACCESS) will not be updated in time to accept the changes for the March primary election statement due on October 10, 2001.  This has made it necessary for electronic filers using the Secretary of State’s print engine to submit a modified version of the form for filing on paper.  


Public Affairs Support Services, Inc. (PASS), provides campaign reporting services to corporations and general purpose committees (PACs) with filing obligations in California.  PASS does not provide services to candidates.  You have submitted a sample Schedule A, which includes all of the information required by the revised Form 460 approved by the Commission on June 8, 2001.  During our telephone conversation on September 21, 2001, you stated that for Schedules B through I, your clients will utilize the actual schedules from the revised Form 460 for their paper filings.  

ANALYSIS

The Act requires candidates and committees to file periodic campaign statements disclosing contributions received and expenditures made in connection with state and local elections.  (§ 84100 et seq.)  A “campaign statement” is defined as “an itemized report which is prepared on a form prescribed by the [Fair Political Practices] Commission….” (§ 82006.) Campaign statements are filed on paper at specified times and places depending on the location and activities of the particular candidate or committee.  (§§ 84200-84215.)  


In addition, state candidates and committees that support or oppose state candidates and ballot measures are required to electronically file campaign statements under the Act if they receive contributions or make expenditures of $50,000 or more.  

(§§ 84600-84610.)  These electronic filings are in addition to statements filed on paper.  The Secretary of State administers the electronic filing program (Cal-ACCESS).  


On June 8, 2001, the Commission approved revisions to the Form 460 (Recipient Committee Campaign Statement) to implement legislative changes that were signed into law during 2000 (Chapter 853, Stats. 2000), as well as Proposition 34, which was passed by the voters in the November 2000 general election.  In order to comply fully with the Act’s campaign reporting provisions, candidates and committees must disclose the information required by the revised Form 460 on their paper reports.  Because changes to the Cal-ACCESS electronic Form 460 will not be completed until the end of the year, the Commission determined at its September 2001 meeting that electronic filers that generate their paper reports using the Secretary of State’s print engine may submit a modified version of the old Form 460 for reports due on October 10, 2001, as long as the modified form complies with the requirements of existing law and is approved by the Commission.


PASS has submitted a modified version of Schedule A (including examples) that complies with the new Form 460 reporting requirements and may be used for paper filings due on October 10, 2001.

  
If you have any questions concerning this letter, please call me at (916) 322-5660 or toll-free at (866) 275-3772.







Sincerely,







Luisa Menchaca







General Counsel







By:
Carla Wardlow








Division Chief








Technical Assistance Division

� Government Code sections 81000-91014.  Commission regulations appear at Title 2, sections 18109-18997, of the California Code of Regulations.





