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July 16, 2003

Margie L. Rice, Mayor

City of Westminster

Civic Center

8200 Westminster Boulevard

Westminster, CA 92683

Re:
Your Request for Advice


Our File No. A-03-140

Dear Ms. Rice:


This letter is in response to your request for advice regarding the campaign provisions of the Political Reform Act (the “Act”).

QUESTION


Must amounts in Column B of the Summary Page of the Recipient Committee Campaign Statement, Form 460 include Column B totals from the previous statement filed?

CONCLUSION


Yes.  Cumulative totals are calculated on a calendar year basis.  The total amounts on Form 460, Summary Page, Column B from any previous report must be added to figures in Column A for the report being filed to determine the totals for Column B, unless the report being filed covers the period beginning January 1.  In that case, Column B totals from the previous report should not be added to figures in Column A, except for line 2 (Loans Received), line 7 (Loans Made), and line 9 (Accrued Expenses).

FACTS


You were a candidate in the general municipal election held in the City of Westminster on November 5, 2002.  Your controlled committee filed semi-annual and pre-election campaign statements in connection with the election.

ANALYSIS


Section 84211 (a) and (b) require committees to report, in part:

"The total amount of contributions received [and expenditures made] during the period covered by the campaign statement and the total cumulative amount of contributions received [and expenditures made]."


Section 82018 defines "cumulative amount" to mean "the amount of contributions received or expenditures made in the calendar year." 
  Thus, when reporting contributions received on Form 460, Schedules A, B, and C, contributions received from one source must be cumulated with contributions received from the same source in all subsequent reports covering the same calendar year.  The Form 460 Summary Page was designed with two columns to allow for cumulative reporting:  Column A is for the committee to report totals during the period covered by the campaign statement; and, Column B is for the committee to report totals for the calendar year.

Every January 1, cumulation begins again.  However, section 84211(g) and regulation 18421.6 require the reporting of outstanding loans made or received, and accrued expenses, to be carried forward from one reporting period to the next, including from one calendar year to the next.  This carry over is reported on Schedules B, F, and H, and on the Summary Page, Column B, lines 2, 7, and 9 of the Form 460.


If you have any other questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (916) 322-5660.







Sincerely, 







Luisa Menchaca







General Counsel

By:  
Kevin S. Moen, PhD


Political Reform Consultant II


Political Reform Division



cc:  
Marian Contreras, City Clerk
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� Government Code sections 81000 – 91014.  Commission regulations appear at Title 2, sections 18109-18997, of the California Code of Regulations.  	


� There is an exception to calendar year cumulation when a pre-election campaign statement is filed in one year in connection with a local or special election held in another year.  In that case, the period over which the cumulative amount is calculated ends on the closing date of the semi-annual statement or report filed after the election.  (Section 82018(b) and (d).)  This occurs when an election is held in January or early February.





