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January 27, 2005
Pamela A. McCarthy, City Clerk
City of Bakersfield
Office of the City Clerk

1501 Truxtun Avenue

Bakersfield, CA 93301
Re:
Your Request for Advice


Our File No.   A-05-002
Dear Ms. McCarthy:

This letter is in response to your request for advice regarding the campaign reporting provisions of the Political Reform Act (the “Act”).
  The city clerk for the City of Bakersfield is the filing officer for certain campaign reports required to be filed under the Act.  The Act provides that the filing officer has a duty to determine whether the required documents conform on their face with the requirements of the Act.
 
QUESTION


Can late contribution reports be filed with the city clerk’s office by e-mail as long as the e-mail account is reviewed daily and the account is a shared account that can be accessed by more than one person?
CONCLUSION


No.  The Act does not provide for the filing of late contribution reports by e-mail.
FACTS


You are the city clerk for the City of Bakersfield.  The Act requires candidates and committees to file late contribution reports in such offices as designated.
   As the county clerk for the City of Bakersfield, your office is a filing location for certain late contribution reports.  
ANALYSIS

Section 84203, subdivision (b)
 provides that:
“(b) A late contribution shall be reported by facsimile transmission, telegram, guaranteed overnight mail through the United States Postal Service, or personal delivery within 24 hours of the time it is made in the case of the candidate or committee that makes the contribution and within 24 hours of the time it is received in the case of the recipient.” 

The Act makes no provision for filing late contribution reports by e-mail.  Accordingly, e-mail filings do not comply with the reporting provisions of the Act.

If you have any other questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (916) 322-5660.







Sincerely, 







Luisa Menchaca







General Counsel

By:  
William J. Lenkeit



Counsel, Legal Division
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� Government Code sections 81000 – 91014.  Commission regulations appear at Title 2, sections 18109-18997, of the California Code of Regulations.  All statutory references herein are to the Government Code unless otherwise indicated.  All regulatory references herein are to Title 2 of the California Code of Regulations unless otherwise indicated.


� Section 81010.


� Sections 84203 and 84215.  Section 84215 provides that two copies of campaign reports and statements be filed “with the clerk of the county with the largest number of registered voters in the districts affected.” (Section 84215, subdivision (b)(2), (c) and (d).)


� Please note that “telegram” is no longer an acceptable method for delivery.





