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November 9, 2015
Carla Wardlow, Division Chief

Technical Assistance Division

Fair Political Practices Commission

428 J Street, Ste.620

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:
Your Request for Informal Assistance

Our File No.  I-05-173
Dear Ms. Wardlow:


This letter is in response to your request for informal assistance regarding the campaign provisions of the Political Reform Act (the “Act”) and the provisions of regulation 18329(c)(1) (copy enclosed).
  
QUESTION


May political party committees combine the October 31, 2005, odd-year report with the pre-election statements due in connection with the September 13 and November 8, 2005, special state elections?

CONCLUSION


In connection with the September 13 and November 8, 2005, elections, political party committees may use a filing schedule that combines the October 31, 2005, odd-year report with the pre-election statements filed in connection with the elections.






ANALYSIS

Effective September 21, 2004, section 84200.5 of the Political Reform Act was amended to require state and county political party committees to file pre-election campaign statements in connection with a state election if the committee receives contributions totaling $1,000 or more or makes contributions or independent expenditures totaling $500 or more during the period covered by the pre-election statement.  (Section 84200.5(f).)  In addition, section 84202.7 requires all recipient committees to file an “odd-year report” on October 31 of each odd-numbered year for the period July 1 through September 30, if contributions totaling $10,000 or more are made to state officeholders, their controlled committees, or committees primarily formed to support or oppose any elected state officeholder.


Two special state elections will be held in 2005, one on September 13 to fill a vacancy in the 53rd Assembly District, and one on November 8, which is also the date scheduled for a runoff election if one is needed to fill the vacant Assembly seat.  As a result, during the period covered by the October 31, 2005, odd-year report (July 1 through September 30, 2005), political party committees may be required to file up to four pre-election statements pursuant to section 84200.5(f).


Section 84205 states:


The Commission may by regulation or written advice permit candidates and committees to file campaign statements combining statements and reports required to be filed by this title.


Pursuant to section 84205, we advise that if a political party committee discloses all contributions that would trigger the October 31, 2005, odd-year report on one or more of the pre-election statements required in connection with the September 13 and November 8, 2005, elections, the pre-election statement(s) and the odd-year report may be combined and no separate odd-year report will be required.

If you have any other questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (916) 322-5660.







Sincerely, 







Luisa Menchaca







General Counsel
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� Government Code sections 81000 – 91014.  Commission regulations appear at Title 2, sections 18109-18997, of the California Code of Regulations.  Informal assistance does not provide the requestor with the immunity provided by an opinion or formal written advice.  (Section 83114; regulation 18329(c).)	





