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August 27, 2007
Anthony C. Williams

Law Group, LLP

1201 K Street, Suite 720

Sacramento, California 95814

Re:
Your Request for Advice


Our File No.  A-07-128
Dear Mr. Williams:

This letter is in response to your request for advice regarding the lobbying provisions of the Political Reform Act (the “Act”).
  This letter is based on the facts presented; the Fair Political Practices Commission (the “Commission”) does not act as the finder of fact when it renders advice.  (In re Oglesby (1975) 1 FPPC Ops. 71.)  
QUESTION


Should your law and lobbying firm de-register the State Bar as a client and discontinue related reporting?
CONCLUSION


Yes.  Your law and lobbying firm does not have reporting obligations as to the State Bar.
FACTS

You are a partner in the law lobbying firm, Wada Williams Law Group, LLP (“Wada Williams”).  You are also an employee of the State Bar of California, serving as its in-house lobbyist on a part-time basis and designated in the State Bar’s conflict-of-interest code.  You became a registered lobbyist in February of this year when you moved from being the State Bar’s full-time in-house lobbyist to its part-time lobbyist and a partner at Wada Williams.  You are now registered as a lobbyist and as part of a lobbying firm.  The firm, Wada Williams, registered the State Bar as a client.  The State Bar makes no payments to Wada Williams, however, and is not a client of Wada Williams.


You also have concerns regarding the registration and reporting requirements of your partner, Jennifer Williams, who accompanies you to meetings where legislation regarding the State Bar is discussed, and she assists you in promoting related legislation.  She occasionally has access to legislators who could be helpful for your State Bar lobbying efforts, and in making connections for you.   Neither she nor the firm receives income from the State Bar. 

You now ask whether Wada Williams should de-register the State Bar as a client and discontinue reporting.  
ANALYSIS

The State Bar is a public corporation established in the judicial branch of government for the purpose of performing governmental functions in the administration of justice.  (Cal. Const., art. VI, § 9; Bus. & Prof. Code § 6001.)  In matters of admission and discipline of attorneys, the State Bar acts as an administrative arm of the California Supreme Court and is subject to the immediate and plenary review of the high court.
Earlier this year, we advised the State Bar that because we consider it a state agency, and because its lobbyist is a designated employee, both the employee and the State Bar are exempt from reporting and registration obligations that Chapter 6 of the Act imposes.  (Irwin Advice Letter, A-07-060.)  We also stated that if an employee subject to the exemption in Section 86300 is already a registered lobbyist, he or she is not required to report payments received from a state agency for lobbying services.  (Ibid., citing Quessenberry Advice Letter, A-84-121.)


From the facts as you’ve stated them, the State Bar is not Wada Williams’ client, but rather is your part-time employer, separate from your law and lobbying firm.  There is thus no need for Wada Williams to register the State Bar as a client or to report your salary from the State Bar.

Lobbying firms must file reports disclosing those persons or businesses that contracted with the lobbying firm for lobbying services.  (Section 86114(a)(2) (copy enclosed).)  Firms must also report payments they received from those contracts.
  (Id. at (a)(3).)  The State Bar does not make any payments to either Jennifer Wada or Wada Williams.  The reporting requirements, therefore, do not apply.
If you have other questions on this matter, please contact me at (916) 322-5660.

Sincerely, 


Scott Hallabrin

General Counsel

By:
Heather M. Rowan

Counsel, Legal Division

Enclosures
	� The Political Reform Act is contained in Government Code Sections 81000 through 91014.  All statutory references are to the Government Code, unless otherwise indicated.  The regulations of the Fair Political Practices Commission are contained in Sections 18110 through 18997 of Title 2 of the California Code of Regulations.  All regulatory references are to Title 2, Division 6 of the California Code of Regulations, unless otherwise indicated.


� Also, for your review, Regulation 18614 defines “payments for lobbying services” (copy enclosed).





