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\Varnillg Letter Re: "'PPC '10. 101096, I)ickerson for City Council; Richard nickerson; 
Hettv Dickerson, Treasurer, Respondents 

Dear \Ir. JIld \[s. Dickerson: 

The Fair P,)litical Practices (',)flll11isSH}f1 (the "FI'I'C") clrtc)rccs the pr,nisiolls <,fthe 
p"litical Rdtmn Act (the ",\d"), i !'ll111d ill Govenll11cl1t Code secti')!1 S lOOn, ct seq. This ktter 
is ill response to a c<)lllpiaillt tiled against you that allt:ged you used cwnpalgn fUllds t()r a 
p~rsnnal purpDs~ \VIiCIl the COilIfllittc(' made rC!lllOUrSclilelits h) Betty Dickerson dUring !ht.: 
Dlckcrsun Illl' City ('<)uncil calnpaign, 

The FPPC Iras Cl1l11pictcd its Il1vcstigali')i1 (lftlrc r:lets !II this case. Spcclticallv, the FPPC 
found that the ~dlcgation llli.tde hy the cl1mpL.:iinallt is untlHmdcJ in th~H (lie cl)mjnjth.'l~ madc 
rcimburscniCIHS io Betty Dickerson tl)r campaigll-rcbtcd cxpclldin:rcs, ,\!!cr our rC\'IC\V nf\\)ur 

camp~Hgn st:ltCi1lcnts. \YC dcknnllled Hut ih;,.; I.,,"Ommlt!er.: t:liled ttl ltclnJ/l" the C'xpenditures Hlade 
by \is, Dickersoli Ifn hdul f of the CL'ill!1l!licc. but .it nur request lhl' l:t)!1H111Ikc has JifH.:mlcd it:) 

L'amp<:ugn :-;tatemenrs to demi/c tlh):->C l"xpcnscs. 
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The Act pTovides that th~ a canlpaign committee is required to disch)st: the n~Ul1C. street 
clddress. amount of ~xpenditure and a brief description of the consideration fur which each 
expenditure of 5500 f)[ mure \vas m:ldc by an ~lgcnt or (ontr;Jctor tm behalf 0f th~ cotnrnittct.!. 
(Section 84211 (k)(6).) These payments, referred to as "subvendor payments," are reported on 
Schedule G uf the Fl'Jrn1 46(} You \Vefe provided with cln excerpt fnJm th.: C~U11p3ign disdosure 
ln~mual that illustrates how subvendor payn1ents arc n.:portcd. 

Anotha method by which the cilmpaign ~an make expenditures is to dedicate a credit 
~ard for campaign purposes only. The eommitke can then charge expenditures on the campaign 
credit card, but the card must not be used tor personal purposes and the committee pays the 
credit card vendor directly. (You can rder to :Vlanual2 relr local candidates at page 6,22 ror a 
discussion on payments through a credit can!.) 

Yuur actions vioLIted the Act because the ~ommittec failed to ikmize the expenditures 
made by Betty Dickerson on behalf of the committee. However, since you have amended your 
campaign statements and pwvided copies of invoi~es and billings substantiating the 
cxp~nditures, we afC dosing this matter without action. 

This kttcr serves as a \Vritt~n warning. The information in this matter will be retained 
and may be considered should an entorccm~nt 'Idion become necessary based on newly 
dis~ovaed inrormation or future ~onduet. Failure to comply with the provisions orthe A~t in the 
future will result in monetary penalti~s of up to S5,OOO for each violation. 

A warning letter is an FPre case resolution without administrative prosecution or tine. 
However, the waming Idter resolution do~s not provide you with the opportunity for a probable 
cause hearing or hearing bdore an Administrativ~ Law Judge or the Fair Political Practices 
CUlIlmissiol1. If you wish to avail yoursclfl)fth~se proceedings by requesting that your cast! 
pro~eed with pros~ct1tion rath~r than a waming, pkase notify us within ten (10) days from the 
date of this Idter. Upon this notification, the FPre will rescind this warning Idkr and proceed 
with administrative prosecution of this ~ase. Ifwc do not receive such Illltification, this warning 
Ictter will be posted on the FPPC's wcbsite tcn (10) days from the dute of this lett~r. 

Pleasc tecl free to contact me with any questions you may have r~garding this letter. 

SinL~rdy, 

REDACTED 


