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\Varning Letter Re: FPPC ~(). 10/096. Dickerson for City Council; Richard Dickt'rsol1: 
Betty Dickerson. Trc~lsurcr, Respondents 

Dcar \IL and \Is, Dickerson: 

rill' Fa! r Pol i t ic~J1 Practlces (\ nlll1llSsiPl1 (the" FPPC") c:n forcC's thL' pro\ iSlt})lS 0 r the: 
Pt)litical Rc:form Act {the "Ac(').! t(Hll1d in Govl!rl1ment Code sC'ctit)J1 XIOOO. d seq. This letter 
is III response to a (Olllpbint t1lcJ agalllst you that ~lIlcgC'd you llsed (all1paign funds for a 
j!LTSlIlUI purpo..;;e when the (ortll11ittec Irudc rcimhurselllcnts tt) Betty DickL'fSt)J1 during till' 
Dickersen tt)r CIty COLIllCil Cll1lp~tlgn. 

rhe FPPC has c0l11pkkd its in\C'stlgation df the r~lcts in this CJSC'. SpC'clfically. the FPPC' 
((lund that the m~Hk by the cUl1lpbin~H1t is unf~1Untkd in th~lt the committee llLhk 
re! m burst:rn.:nts In Bctty rJil:kcrsl m (til' c;lmpaign- rei atcd c\ pc:ndilurcs. ,\ ncr pur rc\'ic\v (If ~nur 

~Lltcmcnts, \\ c dctcrnHllcd \..\lmrmttL'c fili!cd h) I It: cXI1cnditun?~ 

\ 1s, Dil'kcrsnn 1.\11 ihl' comrnitke 
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The Act provides that the a campaign committee lS required to disclose the name, street 
~lddress, Jmount of c.xpenditure and a brief description l)f th~ consideration for which each 
expenditure of '5500 or more was made by an Jgent or contractor on behalf t)f the comrnittec, 
(Section 84211 (k)(6),) These payments, referred to as "subvendor payments," are reported on 
Schedule G of the Furm 46{). You were pnn idcd \\/ith ~m excerpt from the cJmpaign disclosure 
manual then ill Llstratcs how subvcndl)r payments Jrc r~pork<J, 

,\nother method by \vhich the cmnpaign cun make expenditures is to Jctiicate a credit 
carcl for cJmpaign purposes only. The cOlnrnittce can then charge expenditures on the canlpaigll 
credit card. but the card must not be used f()r personal purposes and the committee pays the 
cn:dit card \cndor directly. t Yl)U can rdi.:r to ,\ranual 2 for local canJidaks ~lt PiJge 6-12 tor a 
discussion on payments through a credit car(L) 

Your actions violated the Act because the committee failed to itemize the cxpenditur~s 
lnadc by Betty Dickerson l)n behal f of the ctHnmiuce. However, since you have arllem.kd your 
campaign statements and provided copies of invoices and billings substantiating the 
expenditures, we are closing this matkr without action. 

This ktter serves as a written warning. The infonnation in this matter will be retained 
and may be considered shuuld an enforcement action become necessary based on newly 
discovered infonnation or future conduct. Failure to comply \vith the provisions of the Act 111 the 
future will result ill monetary penalties of up to S5,000 tl)r each violation. 

r\ warning letter is an FPPC case resolution without administrative prosecution or tine, 
r lowevcr, the warning letter resolution docs 11tH provid\.! you with the opportunity for a probable 
';~Illse hearing or hearing before all AdminIstrative Law Judge t)r the Fair Political Practices 
COllll11ission. If you wish to avail yourself t) f these proceeJings by requesting tlwt your case 
proceed with proseclItion rather than a warnillg, please notify us \vithl11 ten (10) days from the 
date of this letter. Upon this notification. the FPPC will rescmd this warning letter and proceed 
\vi th adm inistrati ve prosecution nf this case. If we do not nxei ve such 110tl ticatioll, this warning 
letter will be posted on the FPPC's website tell (l0) days from the date of this letter. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have regarding this letter. 

Sll1cen:ly. 

REDACTED 


