
F r R PO,! 1 ( '\ L P R 'o\ 'T.' t' " C t') q \ t t ,,- \:.: f (' , _, . '.. ,,< .. ,., t _, _ . .1 I _) 

{ " 1 ~ 

Aprill,2010 

Nlark Edwards 

REDACTED 

RE: FPPC No. 07/583; rvlark Edwards 

Dear NiL Edwards: 

The Fair Political Practices Commission C'Comlnission n

) enf(Jrces the provisions of 
the Political Ref()ITll Act (the "Ace) found in Government Code Section 81000, and 
following. As you are a\vare, the ComInission received a complaint against you alleging that 
you violated contliet of interest provisions of the Act. These allegation$ referred to your 
participation in discussion in the "General Plan Update fncluding Goals and Policies on 
Conn:rslon of Tin1berland" on August 16.2007, June 28. 2007, and September 6, 2007, 
while serving on the rvlcndocino County Planning Commission. 

Under the Act no publ ic official at any level of state or local goven1Inent may make, 
participate in rnaking, or in any way use or attempt to use his or her official position to 
int1u(:nce a goven1mental decision in which the official knows or has reason to know he or she 
has a disqualifying contlict of interest. (Section 87100.) To determine whether an individual 
has a disqualifying contlict of interest the Comlnission generally employs the following 
sequenced analysis: (I) is the individual a public official~ (1) did the offlcial make l paI1iclpatc 
in making. ()r use or attempt to usc the otTlcial position to lI1t1ucnce a governmental decision: 
(J) what are the offi claP s economic intercsts~ (4) are the 0 fficial' s econOlnic interests directly 
or indirectly involved in the go\'cnunental decision: (5) \\'hat is the applicable 111uteriality 
standard for each eC0l10m1C interest involvcd~ and (6) is it reasonably foreseeable that the 
govermnental decision will have a fnatcriat tloancial effect on the l)fflcial's economic 
interest. (Sec I 
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SSOO or tTIore which you received within 12 months of the decision. (Section 87103, 
subdivision (c).) You arc the president ot: and have an ownership interest in, North Coast 
Resource tvlanagement. Inc. and an ownership interest in Crows Roost Ranch, which 
produces grapes. ThllS~ you have a financial interest in both of these entities. 

Section 1870S.1(c)(4) delineates the materiality standard for economic interests in 
business entities. The tInaneial effect of a governmental decision on the business entity is 
lnaterial if it is reasonably f{)resecable that: the gross revenues for a fiscal year will increase 
or decrease by an amount of$20,OOO or more; the business entity will incur or avoid 
additional expenses or reduce or eliminate existing expenses for a fiscal year in the alnolmt 
of S5.000 or tllOre: or the decision will result in an increase or decrease in the value of the 
business entity's assets or liabilities of 520J OOO or more. \Vhen an oftlcial has a 10 percent 
investnlCnt interest or more in a business entity, the official also has an economic interest in 
the clients of the business as sources of income. (§ 82030, subd. (a).) 

The economic interests that we examined included North Coast Resource 
i\rlanagetnent C"NCRi'v1") and Crows Roost Ranch. \Ve also examined two of NCRIvfs 
timber contpany clients as indirect economic interests~ the Sopcr-Wheeler Company and 
fVlendocino Redwood C()}npany, both of which provided NCR!v1 with tnore than $10,000 in 
allnual revenue in 2008. The governmental decisions regarding the General Plan policies for 
the conversion of timberland, where your s economic interests were not directly involved, did 
not appear to create a reasonably foreseeable financial etfeet on your economic interests 
because the provisions of the timberland conversion policies outlined objectives f()r a process 
that is ultimately overseen by the State Departtnent of Forestry. There is also no evidence 
that anything other than minimal timberland conversion has occurred ill Nlcndocino County 
in the past decade, thus, there is not evidence of a foreseeable, material economic effect. 
These decisions would not 111uterially efTect your economic interests in the tnanner delineated 
in section 1870S.1Cc)(4). The Comtnission has completed a review of the ftJrgoing 
allegations and closed this case \vithout finding a violation. 

The Cornmissioll publishes forms and manuals to facilitate cOInpliance with the 
provisions of the Act.. so if you need fiJnns or Inanuals, or guidance regard ing your 
obligations, please call the Commission's Technical Assistance DiVIsion at 1-866-275-3772. 
Please also visit our website at 
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Sincerely, 

REDACTED 


