
" " 
FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION 

-128 J Street. Sum, 620 • Sacramento. CA 95814-2329 
1916) 322·5660 • Fax (916) 322'{}886 

April 12,2012 

/ 

"'Daniel Richards 
Commissioner. Department of Fish and Game and President of the Fish and Game Commission 
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Arent Fox LLP 
Gas Company Tower 

REDACTED 
Warning Letter Re: FPPC Case No. 12/0195: Daniel Richards 

Dear Mr. Richards: 

The Fair Political Practices Commission (the "FPPC") enforces the provisions of the 
Political Relorm Act (the "Act,,).1 tound in Government Code section 81000, et seq. This letter 
is in response to a proactive investigation regarding whether or not you violated the Act's gift 
limits. 

The FPPC has completed its investigation of the facts in this case. Specifically. the FPPC 
found that in January 2012 you received a gift in excess of the gift limits imposed by the Act in 
Government Code Section 89503. 

The Act prohibits certain public officials from accepting gifts valued beyond the gift 
limit. (GC § 89503.) Specifically, the term "gift" is defined as "any payment that confers a 
personal benefit on the recipient, to the extent that consideration of equal or greater value is not 
received." (GC § 82028(a).) As Commissioner for the California Department ofFish and Game 
and President of the California Fish and Game Commission whose position is. designated in your 
agency's conmet of interest code. you are prohibited from accepting gifts from hunting clubs, 
among other entities, in any calendar year with a total value of more than the gift limit. (GC § 
&9503(a).) The gift limit in 2012 is $420. (Regulation 189402.) [n January 2012, you received 
a gift guided mountain lion hunting from Flying B Ranch in excess of the Act's gift limit. 
Within 30 days of receipt of a gift over the gift limit, you are able to pay the donor the diiference 

, The Political Reform Act is contained in Government Cooe sections 81000 through 91014. All statutory 
references are to the Government Code, unless otherwise indicated. The regulations of the Fair Political Practices 
Commission are contained in sections 18110 through 18997 of Tille 2 of the California Cooe of Regulations. All 
regulatory relerences are to Title 2. Division 6 of the California Cooe of Regulations. unless otherwise indicaled. 
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between the value of the gift and the gift limit to bring the value of the gift below the gift limit 
{Regulation 18943.} In response to our inquiry regarding this gift, your attorney provided 
evidence to our statT that you had made a payment to the donor in the amount of the gift; 
however, this payment occurred past the 30 days. 

Your actions violated the Act because you received a gift over the limit. However, because 
you did repay the donor relatively soon after receipt of the gift, although after the 30-day window for 
repayment prescribed by the Act, we have decided to close this case. 

This letter serves as a "Titten waming. The information in this matter will be retained 
and may be considered should an enforcement action become necessary based on newly 
discovered inlormation or tuture conduct. Failure to comply with the provisions of the Act in the 
future will result in monetary penalties of up to $5,000 for each violation. 

A waming letter is an FPPC case resolution without administrative prosecution or tine. 
However, the waming letter resolution does not provide you with the opportunity for a probable 
cause hearing or hearing belore an Administrative Law Judge or the Fair Political Practices 
Commission. If you wish to avail yourself of these proceedings by requesting that your case 
proceed with prosecution rather than a waming, please notify us within ten (10) days from the 
date of this letter. Upon this notification, the FPPC will rescind this waming letter and proceed 
with administrative prosecution of this case. If we do not receive such notification, this waming 
letter will be posted on the FPPC's website ten (lO) days from the date of this letter. 

If you have questions regarding this matter, please contact Adrianne Korchmaros at (916) 
322-8241. 

GSW:AK:ak 

cc: Kathy Bowler 

Sincerely, 

-- ~ 
~~EDACTE~ ~ 

Gary S. Winuk, Chief 
Enforcement Division 


