Apni 15, 2010

Mr. Stephen J. Kaufinan
Kiutman Legal Group

/ o bo Paul Biane
REDACTED
Re: FPPC Case No. 10/012; Paul Biane, Gregory Devereaux
Dear Mr. Kautman:

The Fair Pohitical Practices Commission ("Commission™) enforces the provisions ot the
Political Reform Act (the “Act™). As vou may be aware, the Commission received o complaint
against Paul Biane alleging that he violated certain provisions of the Act. Specifically, the
complaint alleges that your client aceepted a gift of trave! tfrom Ray Crebs on a private mrplane
to West Virgmia ind made expenditures of campangn tunds tor persenal use. The Comnussion
has decided to close this case without further action.

Any expenditure of campmgn funds must be, at a mimimum, reasonably related to a
political, Tegislative, or governmental purpose. (Section 89512.) The FPPC has comipleted 1ts
mvestigation into the facts ot this case. Our mvesngation found that Mr. Biane attended the trip
inan mtempt to foster additonal suppaert trom both these comributors for his 2010 campaign,
We also determined that Mr. Bumewdenttied a governmental purposc to the tnp. namely that the
San Bernardino County Stperasors were seeking o replacement County Administrative Officer
amd the trip provided dn opporturaty for Mr, Biane 1o g¢t o know Greoory Devercaux, who was

atso on the trip, and sage hos mterest o and qualitications for the posttion. Based on these facts,
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the tip did have a pohiticall Tegislative. or vov emmental purpuse.

Fhus, we have determined that there was no sielation of the Act and are clasing this case
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Sincerely

REDACTED

‘ chhar’y W. Norton

Commission Counsel
Enforcement Division

fetter to Mr, Kaufman
Apri 15,2010
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If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me at 916-322-



