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April 15, 2010

Mr. Gregory Devereaux
County Admmistratuve Otficer

. REDACTED

RE: Warning Lctter
FPPC No. 10/012; Paul Biane, Gregory Devercaux

Dear M. Devereaux:

The Fair Polinical Practices Commission (“Commission”™) enforces the provisions of the
Political Reform Act (the “Act™'. As vou may be aware, the Commission received a complaint
aannst vou alleging violations of the contlict of mterest provisions of the Act. Spectficallv, the
compliannt alfeges that you reccived a gift i excess of the gift limits imposed by the Act in
Scction 89303, The Commission has dectded to ¢lose this case with this advisory letter.

This new reguliaton became operative on August 15, 2088, replacing the old standard
articubuted under Zr e Stone. Where private plane oansportation was to be vilued me_ crther the
commercial fare tor an equivilent flight or the charter atrfare divided by the number of

PUSSCNEZCrS.

Under the current regulation, a gift of air transportation that 1s not provided on ¢
“commerctal areraf” s o be valued based on the cost of the normal and usual charter r re or
rental charge tor a comparable airplane of compurable size. divided by the number ot all of the
Dumm{ s emplovees™ as detined in Seciton 820149, Public Officials specitied in Section
legrshative, or judicial branch of the United

o

NT7200, and otficers and emplovees of the executinve,

States gosernment. {Regulation 18946.0.5
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did not properly reimburse Mr. Crebs for vour share of the flight, based on comparable charter
rates, as required under regulation 18946.6.

In this particular instance, vou had planned to take a wip, and sought the advice of the ety
attorney regarding contlicts and reimbursement, prior to the change in the regulanon. The
evidence indicates you exercised due diligence in determining the applicable requiremoents for
repaving a gift of airfare on a private plane as they existed when vou were planning the trip. The
applicable law changed shortly before your trip, but atter vou sought the advice of the city
attorney on the matter, a fact of which you were not aware. Therefore, we have decided to close
this case with this warning letter.

This letter serves as a written warning. The information in this matter will be retained
and may be considered should an enforcement action become necessary based on newly
discovered information or future conduct. Failure to comply with the provisions of the Act in the
tuture will result in monctary penalties of up to $5,000 for each violation.

A warning letter is an FPPC case resolution without administrative prosecution or tine.
However, the warning letter resolution does not provide vou with the opportunity tor a probable
cause hearing or hearing before an Administrative Law Judge or the Fair Political Practices
Comumission. If vou wish to avail vourself of these proceedings by requesting that your case
proceed with prosceution rather than a warning, please notity us within ten (10) days from the
date of this letter. Upon this notification, the FPPC will rescind this warning letter and procecd
with administrative prosccution of this case. If we do not receive such notification, this waming
letter will be posted on the FPPC’s website ten (10) davs from the date ot this letter.

If vou have any questions regarding this matter, please teel free to contact me at 916-322-
5660.

REDACTED

“Zuachary W. Norton
Commission Counsel
Enforcement Division



