
F\I!< P!lUTi(.\! P!<.\CTlCES CO\l\IiSS!() 

:VIr. St<:,.:n Beazlt:y 
President & CEO 
32nd Distri.:t Agricultural Association 

vi' d/b/a OC Fair & Event Center 

REDACTED 

:Vlay II, 20lO 

Re: FPPC Case No, 09/587; Orange County Fair Board 

Dear Mr. B.:uzlcy: 

The Fair Political Practices Commission ("Commission") enfor.:.:s the provisions of the 
Political Refonn Act (the "Act")'. As you may be aware, the Commission n:cciv.:d a complaint 
agllinst th.: Orange County Fair Board ("Board") alleging violations of the gift limitation 
provisions ufthe A.:t. Speci1ically, our l,ftiee investigated allegations that the Board provided 
gitts llftickds to Board members at its concert events, and that during th.: fair, Board mcmbers 
hold a nightly tree dinner f,'" themselves, their t;unili<:s, management staff, and others in the 
community: and that these tick.:!s and dinners are gills valued in excess of the gift limits imposed 
by the Act in Section 89503. The Commission has decided fl) dose this case without further 
action. 

l;nder the Act, "no deded state officer, elected officer of a local l!ov.:mmcnt al!encY, or 
<..-- '--'.-

other individual spccifi<:d in S"ction ~72()() shall accept girts hom any single source in any 
<:alcndar year with a total value ofmDre than two hundred tlfty dollars." (S.:dion 8950],) The 
S~5ll gift limit ~lmount is adjusted hit:nni;tlly to rdlect changes in th" Consumer Price Imkx 
pursuant to Section 119503, suhdivision (t). The gift anwunt limit tllr 2009 is $420 Irom a single 
s()urcc In J Section S2013 defInes J gift as any paYlllcnt that J personal 
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Regulation 18944.1 (b) also provides 11 method by which certain types oftickcts or passes 
provided to an official by his or her agency will not be considered gifts because the o!Iieial will 
meet the burden. under the Act's ddinition of gitt, that equal or greater value has been provided in 
exchange then:fore, as discussed below. However, this regulation applies lmly to tickets or passes 
provided to the otlicial by his or her agency to an event or facility ''((If an entertainment. 
amusemenI, recreationaL or similar purpose." 

Any distribution oflickcts by an agency to its otlicials must be made pursuant to a 
written policy of the agency that states the public purposes to be accomplished by the agency. 
The written policy shall be posted on the agency website in a prominent fashion. 

Tickets distributed to ot1icials under this policy must be disclosed, on a lorm provided by 
the Commission, and posted on the agency's website, within 30 days atter the distribution. Tilis 
disclosure must include the name of the person receiving the ticket; a description of the event; 
the date of the event; the face value of the ticket or pass; the number of tickets or passes provided 
to each person; if the ticket or pass is behested, the name of the omeial who behested the ticket 
or pass; and a description of the public purpose under which the distribution was made or, 
alternatively, that the ticket or pass was distributed as income to the official. The Commission 
recognizes the discretion of the legislative or governing body of an agency to detennine whether 
the distribution ofa ticket or pass serves a legitimate public purpose of the agency, provided the 
dcternlinution is consistent with state law. 

The Orange County Fair Board has a policy which confonns to tilese requirements, and it 
is available on the fair's website, along with the required ticket distribution disclosures. Under 
this policy, Board members may request, for themselves, spouses, and dependent children, up to 
six tickets fiX events held at the PacifiC Amphitheater. Records oftickct distributicms maintained 
by the fair showed that none of the Board members received more than the allotted maximum of 
six tickets !(Jr any event and that all other required details were provided on tile forms. 

Accordingly, the tickets provided to Boord members do not qualify as gifts, because 
consideration of equal or greater value has been made by the Board member in connection with 
the public purpose effectuated through providing the ticket. 

Dinners 
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Orange County as they pertain to the Fair." The expenditure of Orange County Fair funds for 
these dinners is consistent with these provisions ofthc Fair Board Governing Policy, and as such, 
these dinners arc neither a gift nor arc they prohibited under the Aet. 

Thus, we have determined that there was no violation of the Act and are closing this case 
without further action. 

5660. 
If vou have any 'luestions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me at 916-3::'1-

Sincerely, 

REDACTED 
Zachary W. Norton 
Commission Counsel 
Enf(lrecment Division 


