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Senator :\Ian Lowenthnl 

REDACTED 

Warning Letter Rc: FPPC :-Jo. 10/327; Alan Lowcthal 

Dear S.:nJtor Lowenthal: 

The Fair Political Practices Commission (the "FPPC") entllrccs th" provisions of the 
Political Rcfonn Act (the "Act"),' found in (Jovcmmcnt Celde section S I 000. et se4. This Idter 
is in response to a referral Irol11 the FPPC's Technical Assistance Division alleging that you 
viobtcd the gin limits. 

The FPPC has completed its investigation "fthe t'lcts in this case. Specifically. the FPPC 
t(llJlld th:!t on the Schedule D of the Statement of Economic Interests you fded on elr about 
\larch 1.2010. cuvering calendar year 2009, you disclosed that you received a gin trol11 the Port 
of L()I1g Beach in excess of the gin limits imposed by the Act in Section X9503. 

The Act prohibits certain puhlic oftieials trolll accepting gifts valued beyonu the gift 
Inni!. Specifically. the !enn "gin" is Jdined as "any payment that confers a personal benetlt on 
the recipient. to the extent that considerJtitltl tlf equal or greater "due is ntH received." ((Ie 9 
X2I):::~{cl) ) The Act pbces limitations lln the acceptance of gins by certain puhlic oftici,lis .. \s 
:m elccted state "fticcr. you arc prohibited fWI11 accepting gins from any singk source 111 :my 
(.llcnclar yc,lr" :tll c! total value of l110re than the gilt lil11it. (GC ~ .x950.1(a).) The gifllimit In 
2009 Wa" S'+20. (Regulation I K9-itl.2.) On '\lay 19. 21)()9. :leClJrding to Schcduk D tlf your 
l-on11 you received a gift toLding S! .3xO from the Port of LonE! BC:lt2h Prix 

~jn \,Hl Jrc :lb!e tD pay !he 
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Your actions violated the Act because you received a gift over the limit. However, because 
you ultimatdy did pay the donor the difference between the gitl's value Jnd the gift limit, we h:1VC 

decided to close this case. 

letter serves as u written warning. The information in this matter will he retained 
and may be considered should an enfllfcement action become necessary based on newly 
discovered intllnllatiol1 or future conduct. Failure to comply with the proVisions of the Act in Ihe 
future will result in monetary penalties of up to S5,OOO tilr each viol;\tion. 

A warning letter is an FPPC case resolution without administrative prosecution cir tine. 
However. the warning letter resolution dot:s not provide you with the opportunity for £I probable 
cause hearing or hearing bctort: an Administntive Law Judge or tht: Fair Political Practices 
Commission. If you wish to avail yourself of tht:s.: proceedings by reljucsting that your case 
proceed with prosecution rather than a warning, plcase notify us within ten (10) days from the 
date elf this letter. Upon this notitication, the FPPC will rescind this warning letter and proceed 
with administrative prosecution of this case. If we do not receive such notitication, this warning 
letter will be posted on the FPPC's website ten (10) days trom the ,bte of this letter. 

I f you have questions regarding this matter, please contact Adrianne Korchm:lfOs at (916) 
322,8241. 

GSWak 

cc: FPPC Technical Assistance Division 

S i nt:crd y, 

/' / 

REDACTED 
Gary S. Winuk, Chief 
Enforct:ment Division 


