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Rei FPPC .'10, Oil/OS 13; In the :\Iiltter of :\Iichacl Ccrcmcllo, Davc Scholl, and 
Steve Alexander 

Ikar \Ir. Schull: 

The Fllir P"litical Practices Commission ("(\'l111nissiol1") <-'nt,)rces the provisiclfls ,'fthe 
l)cllltie;!1 Re('JrlTI ,\ct ("Act") fOllnd in Government (,<,de Section X I 000, and iullo',ving. " The 
CUlTlllllSsil l l1 has L'lHllpktcd its illvt.,?stigatiun of the SWdnl cUJ11plaint that \V~lS submitted against 
;clll (,'r puolic"tions in Dixon's inticpL'ndef!L\("iee rdated tcl tire :\,)\enlbcr :008 eketlclil to the 
[)j,'\l)]1 C;ty ('uulled. rhi.? (:omplaint alleged thi.lt JOU Elikd to disclose 1l0nn10nd~lry 
cllntributll)nS ll1~lde to c,-ll1did,lte \Iichad Cen.:mdlo ill the dection. 

rilere is inslIftkic'flt eVidence in this 111Jtter to establish a Violation c,flhe Act and IVe ;ire 
c!lI'iing thiS cast! without further ~ldion. 

,\ cnntrlhurill!1 IS: J pa)mt:nt I11Jlk rt)f pnlitlcal pUrp(lSCS t~1r \\ hH..:h fuiJ dlld ;Ii.kqu<-ltc 

UHbldcr~dwn I'> !lui fl..'("Ci\cd. {Scct/PI1 ,"'\20[). suhd. (aLl ('nntrihutll)lb also cume n1 the !lJrm (}f 

ur \;:n h:~S prll\ ltkd (rt.\: (11' td;l (~ll1dld,ltc IT (dn1Jllittcc. ,1nt! gt1uds df :;l.'f\ leeS 
pnn ldl.'d <-It a dlS("OUllt the t:llr nUrKl.'t \ ~dllC tu ,1 (a!1did~lte or ClimmHtcc. unless fht: ~l!lnC 
~f!SL'{1Unt IS gl\-L'fl in the ,'{2U! 5fc): 
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\Ir. Dave Scholl 
\iay21.2010 
Pag'..' ') 

y~)U ;,lrt: the publisher This ncwsp.lpcr is published 
\\ .:ek!y lf1 Dixun and ruutindy cderies news j articks :tnJ cummcntury ur general inten:st rhc 
i!l\~stlgation rc:vcakd that the newspaper h,IS pubbhed ;lrtidcs by \licbad Ccremellc), J 

\ultlnr~er writer, [(lr more than l\l years, It was also esubllshed that \1f. Ceremdlo did no! 
receive compensation, nor did he pay the newspaper ttlr publishing the articles. In this matter, 
\Ir. (\:remello wrote several <!ditorials that were published in Dixon's Imkpemknt Voice: from 
,\UgHS! 200'1 through October 200S related to the :\o":111b<:r election. Since Dixlm's 
Independent Voice 15 a regularly puhlished newspaper which routinely carries news, emicks elJld 
commcnury of general interest, the publicltiOll of the articks wcre not contributions under the 
Act ,\s such, Dixcm '5 Independent \'c,lce did nlll make contributions to \fr. Ccrcmdlo, 

The Commission publishes t(mns and manuals to facilitate compliance with the provisions 
of the Act and provides guidance regard ing til ing obligations ovt:r the tclcphom; and through 
writtcn advice, Plea,e eail the Commission's Technical Assistance Division at 1-~66-275-3772 or 
visit our website at www.Cpp;;"a,gov if you need assistance, 

\IYfp 
cc: \!r. \!tchacl CacJ11cllo 

\[L Stt.:vc Alexander 
\lr \!idwcl Smith 

Sinccrcly. 

REDACTED 
\IELLONIE YAN(l,. 
Assistant Chief 
Enforccment Division 


