
'.lay 21. ::UIO 

'.Ir. \helne! (\:n:mdlu 

REDACTED 

Rc: FPPC :\'0. 118:0813; In the 'latter of 'lichael Ccrelllello, Dave Scholl, and 
Steve Alexander 

Dear \1L Ceremellt): 

The F"if Pulitie,,1 Practices Cummission ("Cum mission") ent,)[ceS tht! provisions ufthe 
f'ulitic:d Reform Act ("Ace) t,ltmd in Govcmment Code Scctilltl81000, and following,i l: The 
('ummissl\)11 has CUl11pkted its invcstig~lti()n ufthc swon1 complaint that \vas submitted ~Igainst 
VUl! rcLucd tu YUUf eandidclcy t,)f dectiol1 to the Dixun City Council in :\ovcmbcr 200~, The 
Cllll1pi:lll1t :tlkged that you t;tiled to tile as a elll11mittec ;md report the ccllnpalgn activity related 
Ll }our puhlieations in Di.xun's Independent Vlliec, 

There IS insuftkicnt evidence 111 this matta to establish a \ ,olattllJ1 ufthe Act and we arc 
\-"using this cast: \vithout further ~lctilHL 

'I he Act d~fmcs a Cl)111mittcc dS :In)' p..:rson ur combinatiPI1 of persons \vhu ft.'cCl\C 

contnbu(lons totaling S l,ilUO or mure 111 a calendar ye"f. (Section S2l)IJ.) The Ac:t rcqulI'C;; 

LlHlHllitkcs i.lJ report campdign ..:untrihuuons ,md C':\p~nd1!urcs on cdmpaign statements. (S~dIl1n 

.\4211, ,,,bds. (ill :mt! (b)) 

\ (untrihutlt'l1 IS J p;l} rn ... 'nt f~)r pulith:al purp\,ses !l)r ,tnd J(icquak 

cnl1sidcLltlCl!1 i:.-1 not rccl.."l\cd. {Scdion :-<2015, suhd. (~IJ,) ('ontrihtHiuns aist} (0111(: m the df 

\, 

" ! 1 



\lL \lidlad C~f(:mdle) 
\by 21, 10 
P~lge 2 

An expenditure is any rnondary ur nonmtJndary puyrncnt made by a eJndidatc t()[ J 

political purpose, (Section :l2025; Regulation 1 S225. subd, p)(2)(A)) An expend,ture nut 
indude ~L1sts in(:uITcd for cOfnIl1UnicJtions which adyo..:a!c the n0111In:1t1011, ckctiun or 
defeat a dC;lrly identitied e;mdidatc or candidates by" regularly published newspaper, 
rnagazin~ or other periodical of gl:nerai circubtion which routinely carrics news, ~lrtjdcs and 
c',)I1Hll<'ntary ,'['general interest (Regulation 18225, subd, (b)(4)(a),) 

DiXel!1's Indepcn,knt Voice is a weekly published newspaper 111 DIxon "Inch nlutinc:iy 
carnes news, articles ~md clJmnH:ntary of g~neral mtcresL The investigation rcveakJ that the 
ncwspaper has published your "rtieks as;1 vulunteer writ<:r tl)r more than 10 years, It was also 
established that you did not n:ceivt: compensation. nor did yon pay the newspaper tll!' pubhshing 
the artides, In this matter, YUH wrote sc"cml editorials that were published in Dixe)O's 
11llh:pcndent Voice from August 200:l thruugh Odober 2008 rdated to the ~()vember dection, 
Since Dixon's Independent Voice i, a regularly published newspaper which routinely calTics news, 
articles and commentary 0 I' gt:neral interest. the publication of the articles were nut e,)!Hnbutions 
under the AcL ,\, such, Dixon's Intkpendent Voice did not make contlibuti,l11s to you, 

Furthennore, you ;lls() paid tllr tWe) advel1isements in Dixon's Indepe11lknt Voice in 
October 2008 seeking VlJlt;r Suppelft for your candidacy in the eJection, The inVt:stig;rtion 
establish.:d that the value of these two "dvertisements, which were attributable to you as 
expenditures. did not .:xceed S I ,(JOO based un regular advertising rates f(Jr the paper. Tlrcrdlnc. 
your expenditur.:s ten the :rdv.:rtisemcnts in Dixon's Independent Voice did not qualify you CIS a 
cummittc.: and yuu did not have an llbligatiol1 to n:port the .:xpenditurcs, 

The Commission publishe., !emlls and manuals to nlcriitatc compliance with the provisions 
"r the Act and pre)vitics guidance regardIng fding llbligations over the telephone and through 
written advice, Please call the Cummissic'I1's Te<:lmical Assistance Division at I·S66-275-rn crr 
\ isit our wehsite at www,rl1pc,cLLgov if you I1L':l!d a:;sistlI1(;C, 

Sincerely, 

REDACTED 
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