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\fr. Brooks Firestone 

REDACTED 

Warning Letter I~E: FPPC :'><n, 07/019; Hrooks Firestone 

Dear \fr. Firestone: 

rhe Fair Political Practices Commission (the "FPPC') <.'nforccs the provisions of the 
Political Reform Act (the "Ace), I found in Government Code section 81 (JO(), et seq. This letter 
is in response to a sworn complaint tiled against you that alleged you wcre in violation of the 
Act's conflict ofintcrest and Statement of Economic lnten:sts (SEI) disclosure requirements. 
Specifically, the complaint alleged that you, "hile serving as a Smlta Barbara COllnty Supervisor, 
violated the eonllic! of intcrest provisions of the Act by participating in the discussion of and 
voting on amendments to the "Uni/(lrm Rules" of Santa Barbara County; by participating in a 
decision involving the Santa Ynez Valley C,)mmunity Phm Update; and by voting on the receipt 
of a stalT report on an nil spill involving Greka Energy Company within the County. It also 
alleged that you failed to disclose personal real property interests and, separatdy, income from 
Urcka Energy Corporation on your cakndar year 2004, 20()5 and 2006 SEls. 

The FPpe has completed its investigation ofthc facts in this casco Specifically. the !'[,PC 
f(lUnd that you tlliled to disclose scwral pareds of real property on your 2004,2005 and 2()06 
SEls. YIlU illso failed to disclose income from Greka Energy Corp<1rarion. Ilowcver. you did 
provide tilll disclosure of all assets on your 2007 SEr. We abo found that you participated in a 
community I'lfum on amendments to ,he Uniform Rules and voted on two OCciLsions to continue 
Ihe discussion Oflhc "Unifonn Rules" by the Board of Supervisors to 11 future meeting. \Vith 
ICL:lllU to the SImla Ynei: V.llley Community Plan ['p<Jarc, \\-(( t,mnd you were Ii)! 
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YtlU also voted to not receive a staff report on an oil spill involving Greka Energy 
Company. At that same meeting, County staff was given direction to bring back a more detailed 
statr report and additional intonnation concerning Greka at a future meeting. In both the 
"Unitonn Rules issue and the Greka issue, alter your initial votes, you recused yourself from 'my 
further consideration of these issues at future meetings, 

The Act prohibits public officials, which includes county supervisors, from making, 
participating in making or intluencing governmental decisions in which the otlicial has a 
material financial interest Specifically, Section 87100 of the Act states: "No public official at 
any level of slate or local government shall make, participate in making, or in any way attempt to 
usc his otlicial position to intluenee a governmental decision in which he knows or has reason to 
know he has a tinancial interest." 

To detcnnine whether a public otlicial has a disqualifying connict of interests, the FPPC 
generally employs the following sequcnced analysis: I) was thc individual a puhlic ollicial; 2) 
did the otlicial make, participate in making, or use or attempt to use his otlicial position to 
inlluence a governmental decision; 3) what are the public official's economic interests; 4) was 
the economic interest atrected by the decision, either directly or indirectly: 5) was the t!conomic 
interest materially alrected by the dt,'(:ision; 6) was it reasonably foreseeable that the economic 
interest would be materially ai1ected by the decision; 7) was the reasonably foreseeable financial 
effect distinguishable from the circe! on the public generally. (See FPPC Regulation 18700.) A 
public otlicial is not int1uencing a governmental decision if the ollicial communicates with the 
general public or press. (FPpe Regulation I 8702A(b)(2)) 

Additionally, the Act requires that every person who holds an office as speciJied in 
Government Code Section 87200 lile an annual statement disclosing his investments, his 
interests in real property and his income. (Government Codc Section 87203) County Supen(isors 
are included within the ot1ices delineated in Government Code Section 87200. 

Your actions violatcd the Act because you failed to report several parcels of property, and 
income Irom Grcka Energy Company, on your 2004,2005. and 2()06 SEls. I fowevcf, you did 
repol1 these properties on YOll, 2007 SEI, and you are no longer serving ;IS a Santa Barbara 
County Supervi5()f. Due to these mitigating eirctlmstances, we nave decided to dose this case 

a 

"h'''''r'v or httsl!1c,,:cs, one to tlnd a intcrest under the Act 
Your JU!UIiI~ to hold a community [Clrum Iltl the l!niti)nn Rules did not ,\cl 



:\lay 20. 20 I 0 
L~tler to :\lr. !:irestone 
Page 3 

rhe Act does not consider direct communication with the public to be ·'influencing"' a 
governmemal deeision. 

Similarly. your actions with regard to voting to not receive a statf report on the Grcka 
Energy Company oil spill did not violate the Act. There is no evidence to indicate that the vote 
to not accept the stalI report, particularly when coupled with the directions to stalf for a more 
comprehensive report and information and your future recusal Irom decisions on this issue had 
a material financial ellcct on the value ofGreka Energy Company, one of the required clements 
to lind a contlict of interest under the Act. 

Lastly, you were not present at the tirst meeting where the Santa Ynez Valley 
Community Plan Update was on the agenda and recused yourselfat the second meeting where 
the item was on the agenda. Therefore. your actions with regard to this item did not result in 
your intlnencing. participating or making a governmental decision and, thus did not violate the 
Act. 

This letter serves as a written warning. The information in this matter wilJ be rctained 
and may be considered should an enforcement action become necessary based on newly 
discovered information or future conduct. Failure to comply with the provisions of the Act in the 
future will resnll in monetary penalties of up to $5,000 for each violation. 

A warning letter is an FPPC case resolution without administmtive prosecution or tine. 
I !owewr. the warning letter resolution does not provide you with the opportunity tor a probable 
cause hearing or hearing before an Administrative Law Judge or the Fair Political Practices 
Commission, If you wish to avail yourself of these proceedings by requesting that your case 
procced vvith prosecution rather than a warning, please notify us within ten (10) days trom the 
date of this letter. Upon this notification, the FPPC will rescind this warning letter and proceed 
with Jdministmtive prosecution of this cnsc, r f we do not receive such notification. this warning 
ktter will he posted on the FPPC's wehsite ten (I OJ days from thc date of this letter. 

Please fed tree to contact me with any questions you may have regarding this letter. 
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