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May 20, 2010

i

Mr. Hal Stocker
Commuittee to Re-Flect Hal Stocker - 2010

REDACTED

Ms. Leah M. Stocker
Committee 1o Re-Elect Hal Stocker - 2010

REDACTED

Warning Letter Re: FPPC No. 10/468: Committee to Re-Elect Hal Stocker 2010; Hal
Stocker: Leah M. Stocker

Drear Mr. and Ms. Stocker:

The Fair Political Practices Commission (the “FPPC™) enforees the provisions ot the
Political Reform Act {the “Act™,’ found in Government Code section 81000, et seg. This letrer
is in response to a complaint filed agamst you that atleged vou failed to report an in-kind
contribution to vour 2010 re-election committee,

The FPPC has completed its investigation of the facts in this case. Specifically, the FPPC
found that vou failed to report the value of the cost of a domain name paid for vou by a friend
who volunteered his services to build vour web site, but paid the domain fee on your behalf., The
value of the domarn name amounted to $149. This in-kind contribution received on or around
September 2009, was not reported on your campaign disclosure statement,

Fhe Act provides that a contribution includes good or services recerved by a candidate or
!

commitiee at no charge or at a discount from the far market value, (Regulation
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However, the term “contribution” excludes volunteer personal services provided by any person.
{Regulation 18215(c)(2).) While the value of the domain nume 1s a reported m-kind
contributicn, the services of vour friend (o build the web site 18 not.

Your actions violated the Act because vou failed to report this in-kind contribution when
vou received it i September of 2009, However, since the value of the in-kind contribution was
minimal, and you have agreed to amend yvour campaign statement, we are closing this matter
without further action.

Ths letter serves as a written warnung. The mformation in this imatter will be retained
and may be considered should an enforcement action become necessary based on newly
discovered information or future conduct. Failure to comply with the provisions of the Act in the
tuture will result in monetary penalties of up to $5,000 for cach violation.

You must file an amendment to your campaign statement hiled for the period July 1, 2009
through December 31, 2009 to report this contribution. | have enclosed for your use, the forms
necessary to amend the statement.

A warning letter is an FPPC case resolution without administrative prosecution or fine.
However, the warning letter resolution does not provide vou with the opportunity for a probable
cause hearing or hearing before an Admumnistrative Law Judge or the Fair Political Practices
Commission. H vou wish to avail yourself of these proceedings by requesting that your case
proceed with prosecution rather than a warning, please notify us within ten (10) days from the
date of this letter. Upon this notification, the FPPC will rescind this warning letter and proceed
with admisistrative prosecution of this case. I we do not recerve such notitication, this waming
letter will be posted on the FPPC's website ten (10) days from the date of this letter,

Please feel free to contact me with anv questions vou may have regarding this letter,
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Sincerely,
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Gary 87 Winuk, Chief
Enforcement Division
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