
FAIR PoLITIcAL PRAcTIcES COMMISSION
42$ J Street • Suite 620 • Sacramento, CA 95814-2329

(916) 322-5660 • Fax (916) 322-0886

May 18, 2015

Mr. Lance Olson
Olson, Hagel & Fishburn LLP
o/b/o/ Tim Sbranti

RE: Advisory Letter
FPPC No. 14/349, Tim Sbranti

Dear Mr. Olson:

The Enforcement Division of the Fair Political Practices Commission enforces the
provisions of the Political Reform Act.’ As you are aware, the Enforcement Division received a
complaint alleging that your client received a $1,000 campaign contribution from T.Y. Lin
International and subsequently made a decision regarding T.Y. Lin International on October 24,
2013, in his capacity as a board member of the Alameda County Transportation Commission, in
violation of Section 84308.

After a full investigation, the Enforcement Division has found insufficient evidence to
establish a violation of the Act. Our investigation revealed that as a Board Member of the
Alameda County Transportation Commission, your client voted to approve an agenda item
involving a contract with T.Y. Lin International on October 24, 2013; but did not find that your
client made a governmental decision because no amendments to this contract were created as a
result of this vote.

Section 84308 disqualifies an “officer” of a public agency, who is a candidate for elective
office, from participating in decisions involving a license, permit, or other entitlement for use
affecting his or her campaign contributors. The law disqualifies the officer from participating in
certain proceedings if he or she has received campaign contributions of more than $250 from a
“party,” “participant,” or their agents, within the 12 months preceding the decision. Subdivision
(a)(5) defines “license, permit, or other entitlement for use” as all business, professional,
trade and land use licenses and permits and all other entitlements for use, including all

The Political Reform Act is contained in Government Code Sections 81000 through 91014, and all
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Sections 18110 through 18997 of Title 2 of the California Code of Regulations, and all regulatory references are to
this source.
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entitlements for land use and all contracts (other than competitively bid, labor, or personal
employment contracts).

This agenda item authorized the Executive Director of the Alameda County
Transportation Commission to execute an amendment to time extensions on a preexisting
contract with T.Y. Lin International. However, pursuant to the terms of that contract, the
Executive director already had the authority to approve time extensions without any action by the
Alameda County Transportation Commission, and had already done so on several prior
occasions. Therefore, we have closed our file in this matter.

The Commission publishes forms and manuals to facilitate compliance with the
provisions of the Act. If you need forms or manuals, or guidance regarding your obligations,
please call the Commission’s Technical Assistance Division at I -866-275-3772. Please also visit
our website at www.fppc.ca.gov. Please feel free to contact me at 916-322-5660 with any
questions you may have regarding this letter.

Sincerely,

Zachary W. Norton
Commission Counsel
Enforcement Division




