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“Howard Wang
Wang For City Council Campaign 2010

REDACTED

RE:  Advisory Letter, FPPC No. HV0124; Howard Wang and Wang for City
Council Campaign Committee 20010 (FPPC ID # 1319639)

Dear Mr, Wang:

The Fair Political Practices Commisston {*Commission”’) enforces the provisions of
the Political Reform Act (the “Act™ ' As you may be aware, the Commission was
investigating whether you or your campaign, Wang for City Council Campaign Commitice
2010, were in violation of the campaign disclosure obligations of the Act. After
inrvestigation, we have decided to close this case without initinting an enforcement

stetion,

Our investigation did not find that Citizens for Communities Preservation, ne.
"CCP™). a non-prolit organtzation, was being used by vou to promote your Walnut City
Counctl candidacy or that you taled to report contributions made by CCP to your campaign,
Our investigation also revealed that, at times, you appear to be in a position of authority with
CCP However, our oftice found insufficient evidence to conclude that there was any
payment or expenditure made by CCP in support of your campaipn, or that CCP was acting
as a secondary campaign by expending sigmificant time or resourees promoting your
camdidacy, Cur mwvestigation found that an email was sent out by CCP o subscribers,
prinutly for CCP purpeses, which did advocate Tor vour candidacy, however it does not
appear that sigmficant resources wore experded tor this communication,
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must be deposited prior to expenditure. Depositing contnibutions intended for your campaign
into a separate account, or making expenditures from another account for the benefit of your
campaign, is a violation of the Act. '

Additionally, the Act requires a candidate or committee to disclose in cach ot its
cumpaign statements the total amount of contributions received durning the perfod covered by
the campaign statement and the total cumulative amount of contrnbutions received. (Section
34211, subdivision {(a}.} A contribution can be monetary or nonmonctary.

Please be aware that Section 82015, subdivision (b), states that a paymoent made at the
behest of a recipient committee or candidate is a contribution to the committee unless full
and adequate consideration is reccived from the committee for muking the payviment or it is
clear from the surrounding circumstances that the payment was made for purposes unrelated
to his or her candidacy for elective office.  However, a pavinent is not for purposes unrelated
to his or her candidacy for clective office if it is for a communication that containg express
advocacy of the nomination or election of the candidate, An expenditure is presuined to be
made at the behest of a committee where it is made by or through any agent of the candidate or
committee in the course of the agent's involvement in the current campaign or where the
expenditure is made based on the comunittee’s campaign needs or plans provided to the
expending person by the candidate or committee. (Regulation 183552.7, subdivision {¢}.)

Although we have decided not to pursue an enforcement action in this matter, you are
advised that your failure to comply with the provisions of the Act in the future could result in
an entforcement action. In addition, the information in this cuse will be retuined and may be
uscd against you should an enforcement action become necessary based on Future conduct
and/or newly discovered information.

The Commission publishes forms and manuals to facilitate compliance with the
provisions of the Act and provides guidance regarding filing obligations over the telephone
and through written advice. Please call the Commission’s Technical Assistance Division at
1-866-275-3772 or visit our website at www, fbpe.ca oy,

Your cooperation in cnsuring that the requirements of the Act are consistently
satistied is greatly appreciated. Hf you have questions regarding this matter, please feel free
to contact me at 916-327-2019,

Sincercly,

REDACTED

Iy Mowore
Counsel, Enforcement Division

Cor Mr Pindlip Bennett



