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August 17. 2015

Steven Bohien
State Oil and Gas Supervisor
Division of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources
Department of Conservation

Warning Letter Re: FPPC No. 15/1265, Steve Bohien

Dear Mr. Bohlen:

The Enforcement Division of the Fair Political Practices Commission (the
“Commission”) enforces the provisions of the Political Refoim Act (the “Act”) This letter is in
response to a complaint filed against you alleging you violated the Act by failing to disclose a
reportable gift on the 2014 Annual Statement of Economic Interests you filed for your position
as State, Oil, and Gas Supervisor for the Division of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources of the
Department of Conservation.

The Act requires employees designated in an agency’s Conflict of Interest Code to report
all sources of income, including gifts, on their Form 700, Statements of Economic Interests:
Your actions violated the Act because you failed to disclose that you recei\ed a gift from the
Western States Petroleum Association (WSPA) which included a dinner on September 30, 2014
in the amount of S 187.69 at the Rancho Bernardo Inn Golf Resort & Spa in San Diego. The
dinner provided by the WSPA is a personal benefit and is considered a gifL3 A gift is neither
accepted nor received if, within 30 days. the official reimburses the donor for the full x alue of
the gifL4 Although you fully reimbursed the WSPA for the dinner with a check dated June 26,
2015, the repayment was made after the 30 day deadline to remoe the gift from being
disclosable on your Statement of Economic Interests. However, because under your own
olition, you amended your 2014 Annual Statement of Economic Interests to include youi dinner

The Political Reform Act is contained in Goernment Code sections 81 00t) through 91014, and all
statutory references are to this code, ‘I he icgulations of the Fair Political Practices Commission are contained in
Sections 181 It) through 18997 of Title 2 of the California Code ot Regulations. and all regulatory references are to
this source.
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on Schedule D on July 2. 2015. under your own volition, prior to contact with the Commission’s
Enforcement Division, and because you have no prior Enforcement cases, we have decided to
close this case with a warning letter.

This letter serves as a written warning. The information in this matter will be retained
and may be considered should an enforcement action become necessary based on newly
discovered information or future conduct. failure to comply with the provisions of the Act in the
future will result in monetary penalties of up to $5,000 for each violation.

A warning letter is an Enforcement Division case resolution without administrative
prosecution or fine. However, the warning letter resolution does not provide you with the
opportunity for a probable cause hearing or hearing before an Administrative Law Judge or the
Commission. If you wish to avail yourself of these proceedings by requesting that your case
proceed with prosecution rather than a warning, please notify us within ten (10) days from the
date of this letter. Upon this notification, the Enforcement Division will rescind this warning
letter and proceed with administrative prosecution of this case. If we do not receive such
notification, this warning letter will he posted on the Commissions website ten (10) days from
the date of this letter.

The Commission publishes forms and manuals to facilitate compliance with the
provisions of the Act. If you need forms or a manual, or guidance regarding your obligations,
please call the fPPC’s Technical Assistance Division at 1-866-275-3772 or visit our website at
www.fppc.ca.gov.

Please feel free to contact Joshua O’Brien at with any questions you may
have regarding this letter.

Galena West, Chief
Enforcement Division

Sincerely.
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