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August 23, 2012 

o/h/c Sloat I-iil!l!ins Jema~n and Associates 

REDACTED 
RE: Warning Letter 

FPPC No. 12/087, Sloat Higgins Jensen and Associates 

Dear Mr. Churchwell: 

The Fair Political Practices Commission (""Commission") enforces the provisions of the Political 
Reform Act (the "Act") found in Government Code Section 81000, and following. As you may 
be uware, the Commission received the results of a Franchise Tax Board audit of Sloat Higgins 
Jensen and Associates' (the "Lobbying Finn'') act ivities for the 2009 and 2010 calendar years. 
Specificall y. the audit re vealed that a nonmonetary contribution of$263 was made to Friends of 
Betsy Butler for Assembly 20 lOon September IS, 20 I D, but was not di sclosed on a Fonn 625 
Lobbying Firm Report for the applicable time period, the quarter ending September 3D, 2010, as 
required under Section 86114. The Commission has decided to close this case with this warning 
letter. 

Under Section 86114 of the Act, lobbying firms are required to Iile periodic reports 
containing, in relevant part, each activity expense incurred by the lobbying firm including those 
re imbursed by a person who contracts with the lobbying firm for lobbying services. 

The Lobbying Firm indicated that it did not intend to make a contribution to the 
campaign, but instead had paid for an event on behalf of a client, Bertolina & Bamato 
Consulting. The lobbyist firm invoiced the client that day after the event, seeking reimbursement 
for the payment of the bill. However, the reimbursement did not occur until September 1,201 1. 
Friends of Betsy Butler for Assembly 2010 subsequently reported a nonmonetary contribution of 
$263 from the Lobbying Firm, for payment of catering costs. 

This letter serves as a written warning. The information in this matter will be retained 
and may be considered should an enforcement action become necessary based on newly 
discovered information or future conduct. Failure to comply with the provisions of the Act in the 
future will result in monetary penalties of up to $5,000 for each violation . 



Letter to Mr. Churchwell 
August 23, 2012 

Page 2 

A warning letter is an FPPC case resolution without administrative prosecution or fine. 
However, the warning letter resolution does not provide you with the opportunity for a probable 
cause hearing or hearing before an Administrative Law Judge or the Fair Political Practices 
Commission. If you wish to avail yourself of these proceedings by requesting that your case 
proceed with prosecution rather than a warning, please notify us within ten (10) days from the 
date of this letter. Upon this notification, the FPPC will rescind this warning letter and proceed 
with administrative prosecution of this case. If we do not receive such notification, this warning 
letter will be posted on the FPPC' s website ten (10) days from the date of this letter. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have regarding this letter. 

Sincerely, 

REDACTED ~ 
Zachary W. Norton 
Commission Counsel 
Enforcement Division 


