
August 31. 1012 

Mr. Ed Easton 
Mavor, City of Goleta 

REDACTED 
Re: FPPC No. 121207; Ed Eaqon 

Dear Mr. Ea<,wn: 

The Fair Political Prw . .:tices Commission tlhc "FPPC") enforces the provisions of the 
Political Rdorm Act (the "At:C),1 found in G()\'i;mmcnt Code ;,celion 81000, ct 'ieq. 
This letter is in respome to a complaint filed against you that alleged you failed to 
disclose a po\sihlc gift on your <,tatcment ofccoTlomi<.: interests ("5EI"), ;lnd that you 
Illay have made a government::!l decision which could have had a material financial affect 
on the source of that gift 

According to the complainant, you allegedly received gifts of trees from the Goleta 
Valley Beautiful C'GVB'") planted on your property. The allegations listed in the 
complaint was that you violated the Act's conllict of interest provhions when you voted 
to approve a tree planting project hy GVB at the Goleta City Council Meeting on March 
20,2012. and that you failed to report the gIfts of trees on your SEI. 

Under the Act, as a public official you arc prohihited frolllillaking or participating in the 
making of governmental decisions if it is reasonahly foreseeable that the decision will 
haye a material financial effect on your economic interests, (Section S71 00.) You will 
have an economic interest in <l person v,:I1O is a source of' a gift. or gifts aggregating S420 
or more, proYided to the public official \ ... ·ithln 12 months prior to the time when the 
decision was made. (Regulation 18703.4.) Based on our invc'itigatioll, it has been 

I The P(lliti~'a] Rdi'rm r\ct i\ ..:ontain<;,d in Cio\'ernmcnt C(lde ~ecti(lm X]()()(J rhnlugh 9JOI-i. All 
,ra!lltory rcferen..:e~ are to the Cinv<;'rnmcll1 Cod<;,. unle<.\ ()thCf\~'L,e ifllkated. The regulalion, of tht' FJir 
Puliti~'al Pradice,> Commh,i(lll llre ~'()nlain<;,d in ~ecti()ns J XII () through I X~97 PI' Title 2 of the Califprnia 
Code of Rcg:ulati()n~. All regulator) reference" are to Title 2, Di\i~ion 6 "f the Cilifornia Code of 
RcguJatioll~. ullle~~ (ltherIA i~e indicat<;,d. 
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determined that you did not receive a gift of 5420 or more from G VB, and therefore you 
did 110t have an economic interest in GVB \vhen the decision \\'as made regarding the tree 
planting project at the March 20, 2012 meeting. 

As for the allegation you failed to disclose this gift on your SEI, gifts of S50 or more are 
required to be disclosed on your SE£. (Section 87207(<1)( I ).) The gift of the tree you 
rCl'eived from GVB was valued at under S50. and therefore was not required to be 
disclosed on your SET. 

Based on the above factors. we are closing this matter without further enforcement 
uction. Please don't hesitate to contact Teri Rindahl at 916.327.2018 if you have any 
questions regarding this correspondence. 

GSW/tr 

SincerelY, 

REDACTED 
/ Gary S. Wil1U(' Chief 

Enforcement Division 


