
August 28. 1012 

REDACTED 
""arning Letter Re: FPPC No. 12/..&56; Dendra Dengler, Hcspondcnt 

Dear Ms. Dengler: 

The Fair Pol itical Practices Commission (the ''FPPC') enj()rccs the pr(l\ ie-iuns of! he 
Political Rd()rm Act \the ·':\ce).1 !()Lllld in (ton:rnmetlt Code ~ecti\ln g loon. ,-'I s<.:q. ! illS k'l1L'r 

is in response to your self-referred complaint wherein :OU apprised the FI'P(' that )llll 
inadvertt.:ntly participated in two governmental dec'lsions that may ha\'e had an cfkcl on )our 
economic interests. 

rhe "PPC has completed its imestigatiotl of the l~lCts ill this case. Spccifie,tll:. the ]:PPC 
I(Hllld that yllll participated in the June 21. :::012 appnn'al Ill' the [:y 2(j),~ hw..l!,':d (lj' the \l,lllib 
Community Services District ("District") in \\hich :(lU had an l'clll1oll1ic il1ll'!\'e-1 and !'urlil lT 

participated in a July 19,2012 decision on concerning lhe remo\',ll ora mur,d at the Dj"trict's 
community center. 

The AcI provides that no puhlic official at any len:! n( slale or Incal go\\.'rnml..'lll "h~lll 
make, participate in making or usc his or her o!Ticial position tn inlluellce a g(l\ernmental 
decision in \\hich he kJ1(l\\s or has reason to kno\\ he has a Ilnancial interest. {Section X71 Of).) 
;\0 economic interest is. among other things, a real properly interest of the of'licial \\()rth S2.11()() 
or more, (Section 87103{b).) 

Your actions violated the Act becaLlse your personal fesidellct.: is located \\ ilhin ~OO fed 
of the District's community center. Decisions on projects located \\ithin 50() feet ddJl Il!licial'" 
real property interests arc deemed to ha\"c a mataial iinanciiJI cflcl"t on the official and thl..' 
official would have a conflict of interest if ht.: or she participated in such a decision, (Reguiutinns 
18704.2(a)( 1 ); I X70S.2.1 

The Polillcal Rd<:)r1l1 Ad is contained in (Jovunmenl Code ~c;'ction~ XIOOO !hroug.h I) O! .. \. ,,\il,tallil\lr;, 
references are [0 the Cio"crnmcnt Cude. unle~s (lthen\ i~e indicmed lh: r"glllati()n~ of tile;' Fair P(liilica! Pr,lct:cC-; 
Comll1i~5i()n are contained in sections 18110 through lWfCl7 of Title:: of th(C C:llif()rnia Code Ilf RCSllblinn~. i\ll 
regulator;, references are to Title 2. Di, ision G ofthc California Code of Regul:Hi<ln~. unl"" <llht:r\\ i"c illdicatt .. ci. 
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At the July 19, 2012. meeting, the District \\:as considering rhe removal of a mural at the 
community center. You participated in the discussion oy providing a history of the mural and 
background on its artist. The general manager oflhe DisHict decided to bring this issue back at a 
future meeting after additional alternatives wcrc considered. 'r'ou live- within 500 ket o1'thc 
community center. With respect to this issue. it is difficult to identit"): what mcasureable arrect. if 
any. the removal ora mural would have on your real property interests. 

With regard to your participation in the approval of the FY :2013 hudget. ) ou indicated 
that you did not see until three weeks after this meeting that one of the many Capital 
Improvement Projects contained within the hudget affected a \\"aler line improvement \Aithin 500 
feet of your home. The District provided to its board a 1 O-page Excel spreadsheet and contained 
within the spreadsheet is a single line item allocating funds I()]" the water line imprlwcnwnt. I lad 
you realized this item was contained within the budget. you should have asked the District to 

separate this item from the budget so that you could participate in the apprlwai of the hudget and 
have the balance of the board participate in this capital improvement project \vithout your 
participation. Since you voluntarily contacted us coneeming ;..'our possible violations and 
infonned us you v,'ere not a\vare until after the vote that the water line improvement was 
included in the budget. we are closing this matter. 

This letter serves as a written warning. In the future. :you must take measures to ensure 
that you are infon11(~d of items on the District's agenda so Ihat you can take the ncccssar) steps to 
ensure yOll abstain from participating in decisions where you may· have a coni1ict. Tht: 
information in this matter will be retained and may be considered should an enforcement action 
become necessary based on nc\ .... ly discovered info1111ation or future conduct. Failure to comply 
with the provisions ofthc Act in the future \\iill result in monetar).' penalties of up to $5,000 for 
each violation. 

A warning lctter is an FPPC case resolution without administrative pros(:cution or fine. 
However. the warning letter resolution docs not provide you with the opportunity for a probable 
cause hearing or hearing bd()fe an Administrative L\\v Judge or the Fair Political Practices 
Commission. If you wish to avail yourself of these proceedings oy rcquesting that your case 
proceed with prosecution rath(:1' than a \varning. please notit\' us within ten (10) days from the 
datc of this letter. Upon this notification. the FPPC will rescind this \,iarning letter and proceed 
with administrative prosecution of this case. If we do not receive such notification. this warning 
letter will be posted on the FPPC's website ten (10) days from the date of this letter. 

Please fcc! free to contact me \vith any questions you may haw regarding this lettcr. 

GSW/jt 

Sincerely, 

REDACTED 
Gary S. \\iinuk. Chi~r 
Enforcement Di\'ision 


