Fair PorLiTicar Pracrices COMMISSION
428 F Street o Swite 620« Sacramento. CA - Y3R14-2329
(91G) 322-3060 o Fax (916) 322-0886

September 24, 2013

Hanna Bros. Ranch. Inc. Hanna Bros. Ranch, Inc.
v’ Hanna Brothers, LLC Hanna Brothers, LLC

GH Ranch GH Ranch

GH Ranch, L1.C GH Ranch. LLC

Attn: Gregory C. Hanna Attn: Dawn Hanna

REDACTED REDACTED

Re:  Advisory Letter
FFPPC No. 12/081: Robin Bennett, Rachel Dunn-Black, M.D., Dena Finley,
GIT Ranch, GH Ranch, LL.C, Hanna Bros. Ranch, Inc., Hanna Brothers, LLC,
Sherri Hanna, Cheryl Hayden.

Dear Hanna Bros. Ranch, Inc., Hanna Brothers. LLLC, GH Ranch. and GH Ranch. LLC:

The Fair Political Practices Commission ("Cominission™) enforces the provisions of the
Political Reform Act (the “Act™)'. The Commission received an anonymous complaint alleging
that individuals (known and unknown) in and around Siskiyou County. CA. organized a
campaign opposing Mcasure E. a school bond measure in Siskivou County in the November 2,
2010 clection, and qualificd as a committee under the Act. but failed to file any campaign
statements or identify the sender m mass mailings and advertisements.  The complaint
specifically alleged that the “No on Measure E Comumittee™ paid for a local ncwspaper
advertisement opposing Measurce E.

The Act defines a committee as any person or combmation of persons who either:
[y reccives contributions totaling onc thousand dollars ($1.000) or more in a calendar year,
2) makes independent expenditures totaling one thousand dollars ($1,000) or more in 4 calendar
vear: or 3) makes contribations totaling ten thousand dollars ($10,000) or more in a calendar ycar
to or at the behest of candidates or committees. (Section 82013.) Committees are required to
disclose all campaign activity in periedic campaign statements. (Section 84200, et seq.)

Our investigation revealed that GH Ranch paid $224 (o a local newspaper to print an
advertisement opposing Measure E in the days leading up to the November 2. 2010 clection.

1

' The Pahueal Reform Act is contained in Government Code sections 81000 through 91014, Al statutory
references are (o the Government Code, unleas otherwise indicated.  The regulations of the Fair Political Practices
Commission are contained 1o sections 18110 through 18997 of Title 2 of the Califurnia Code of Regulations.  All
regulatory references are to Title 2, Division 6 of the California Code of Rewulations. unless otherwise indicated.
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However, our investigation found insufficient evidence to establish that Hanna Bros.
Ranch, Inc.. Hanna Brothers, LLC, GH Ranch. and/or GH Ranch, LLC qualified as a
“commitlec” under the Act who was subject to the Act’s campaign disclosure requirements.
Therefore, we have closed our file in this matter.

Please be advised that should Hanna Bros. Ranch, Inc., Hanna Brothers. LLC, GH
Ranch, and/or GH Ranch, LLC. either acting alone or in concert with other individuals or
entitics, receive or spend $1,000 or more for campaign activity in the future, you wilt qualify as a
committee under the Act, and you will be subject to all campaign disclosure and reporting
requirements under the Act. including disclosure requirements for mailings and advertisements.
Your failure to comply with the provisions of the Political Reform Act in the future could result
in an enforcement action. and may result in monetary penalties of up to S5,000 for each
violation.

Il you have any questions regarding this matler, please feel free to contacl me at
916-322-5660.
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REDACTED
Angela J. l{Srcrcm}\—/

Senior Commission Counsel
Enforcement Division



