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December 5. 2012

David Howard. Treasurer
~ Bave Our City! Alameda

REDACTED

Warning Letter Re: FPPC Case No. 12/771, Save Our City! Alameda and David Howard,
Treasurer

Dear Mr. Howard:

The Fair Pohtical Practices Conunission ("FPPCT) entorees the provisions ot the Politcal
Reform Act (A, found in Government Code section 81000, et seqd. This fetter i response
to a sworn complatat atleging yon and your committee may have violated the Act’s requirement
that a commitee formed primarity to support a candidate’s recall must identify in the commirtee
name the name of the elected official and that the committee 1s m support of the recall.

The FPPC has compicted iy mvestigabon ol the facts in this case. Speciticaily. ithe FPPC found
that you and your committee vielated the Act’s requirements that payments to oppose candidates
be properly disclosed as well as the Act’s requirements that a committee be properly idennfied.

The Act regriires committees to disclose pavments (o support or oppose candidates on Schedhde
D, Sunmary ol Expenditures., Supporting/Opposing Other Candidates, Measures and
Conmittees, of the Form 460, (GC § 84211 The Act also requires that a conmmittee primarily
formed w support a candidate’s recall idently wself as such. (GC §§ 82047.5 and 84101 and
Reg. § 18247.5)

The Polivcat Retorm At sy contamed in Gavermment Code sections X2000 through Y1014 AN statulory
rererences ate to the Government Code, anfess otherwaive ndicated The regnlations o1 the Fare Pohincal Prachices
Commission are contained mosections 130 through 18997 of Tide 2 of the Cahiforria Code o1 Regolations, Al
regudatory referances are to Tide 2. Division 6ot the Califorma Code of Regulations, unfess athes wise imdicated.



FPPC Cas&<o, 12/771, Save Our City! Alameda ant-David Howard, Treasurer
Page 2 0f 2

Your actions and your cominittee’s actions violated the Act because you fatled to identify the
committee Save Our City! Alameda as primarily formed to support the recall b Alameda
C'ornal Muember Rob Bonta and, instead, dentitied the committee as a general purpose
committee on the committee’s Form 410, Statement of Organization, without amending the Form
410 m a tinely fashion. (GC §§ 82047.5 and 84101 and Regulation §§ 18247.5 and 18331.3))
Furtther, you and your committee failed to report expenditures to support the recall ol Council
Member Bonta on the Form 460°s Schedule D, Summary of Expenditures, Supporting/Opposing
Other Candidates, Mcasures and Committees, of the Form 460 you filed on October 1, 2012,
(GC § 84211.) However, because neither you nor the committee has prior violations of the Act
and because you quickly amended the statements when notified, we are closing your case with
(his warning lerter. The information in this matter will be retamed and miay be convidered should
an enforcement action become necessary based on newly discovered information or future
conduct. Failure 1o comply with the provisions of the Act in the future will result in monetary
penalties of up to $5.000 for each violation.

A warning letter ts an FPPC case resolution without administrative prosecution or fine.
However, the warning [etter resolution does not provide you with the opportunity for a probable
cause hearing or hearing before an Administrative Law Judge or the Fair Political Praclices
Commission. [t you wish to avail yourself of these proceedings by requesting that your case
proceed with prosecution rather than a warning. please notify us within ten (10) days from the
date of this letter. Upon this notification, the FPPC will rescind this warning letter and proceed
with administrative prosecution of this case. If we do not recelve such notiftcation, this warning
letter will be posted o (he FPPC« website ten (10) days from the date of this letter.

Please feel free to contact Adrianne Korchmaros at (916) 322-8241 with any questions you may

have regarding this letier.

REDACTED

Gary S. Winuk
Chief, Enforcemernt Division
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ce: John Knox White



