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CALIFORNIA FORM 700 STATEMENT OF ECONOMIC INTERESTS Ret:EI~D 
FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION 

.; 

A PUBLIC DOCUMENT 

Please typa"Of print in ink. 
@ 

(LAST) 

Official Use Only 

JAN 0 8 2015 

(FIRST) NAME OF FILER 

Dutra-Vernaci Carol2015 APR -8 PH 2: 24 Joy 

ew.tliQlt U1410r~ CITY 
crr'{"CLCRK'S OFFICE 

1. Office, Agency, or Court 
Agency Name (Do not use acronyms) 

City of Union City 
Division, Board, Departmen~ District, if applicable 

o State 

!lI Multi-County Alameda and Contra Costa 

!lI City of Union City 

3. Type of Statement (Check at least one box) 

iii Annual: The period covered is January 1, 2014, through 
December 31,2014. 

·or· 
The period covered is --1--1 ___ -. through 
December 31,2014. 

o Assuming OffIce: Date assumed --1--1 __ _ 

Your Position 

Mayor 

o Judge or Court Commissioner (Statewide Jurisdiction) 

III County of _A_la_m_e_d_a ___________ _ 

o Other ______________ _ 

o Leaving OffIce: Date Left --1~ __ _ 
(Check one) 

o The period covered is January 1, 2014, through the date of 
leaving office. 

o The period covered is --1--1 ___ -. through 
the date of leaving office. 

o Candidate: Election year _____ _ and office sough~ if different than Part 1: _____________ _ 

Schedule Summary 
Check applicable schedules or "None." 

o Schedule A·1 • Investments - schedule attached 

If] Schedule A·2 • Investments - schedule attached 

If] Schedule B • Real Property - schedule attached 

-or· 

~ Total number of pages including this cover page: __ _ 

iii Schedule C • Income, Loans, & Business Positions - schedule attached 

!lI Schedule D • Income - Gifts - schedule attached 
iii Schedule E • Income - Gifts - Travel Payments - schedule attached 

o None· No reportable interests on any schedule 

Dale Signed 01/06/2015 
(mooth. day. )WI) 

FPPC Form 700 (2014/2015) 
FPPC Advice Email: advlce@fppc.ca.gov 

FPPCTolI-Free Helpline: 866/275-3772 www.fppc.ca.gov 



/ 

SCHEDULE A-2 
Investments, Income, and Assets 

of Business EntitieslTrusts 
(Ownership Interest is 10% or Greater) 

CALIFORNIA FORM 700 
FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION 

Carol Dutra-Vernaci 

~ 1. BUSINESS ENTITY OR TRUST 

Carol J. Vernaci, EA 
Name 

3761 Smith St. Union City, CA 94587 
Address (Business Address Acceptable) 

Check one 
o Trust, go to 2 III BuSiness Entity, comp/ete the box, then go to 2 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THIS BUSINESS 

Tax Preparation 

FAIR MARKET VALUE IF APPLICABLE, LIST DATE: 

0$0- $1,999 
-.-J-.-J~ -.-J-.-J~ o $2,000 - $10,000 o 510,001 - 5100,000 ACQUIRED. DISPOSED 

III $100,001 - 51,000,000 
DOver $1,000,000 

NATURE OF INVESTMENT 

o Partnership III Sole Proprietorship 0 btllei' 

YOUR BUSINESS POSITION Owner 

~ 2. IDENTIFY THE GROSS INCOME RECEIVED (INCLUDE YOUR PRO RATA 
SHARE OF THE GROSS INCOME IQ THE ENTITYITRUST) 

0$0 - $499 

o $500 - 51,000 
o $1,001 - $10,000 

o $10,001 - $100,000 
fl) OVER $100,000 

~ 3. LIST THE NAME OF EACH REPORTABLE SINGLE SOURCE OF 
INCOME OF $,10,000 OR MORE A.t:ac.h.) sep.U.lte shc~t 11 ncc.U'5.Jr~) 

o None or 0 Names Dsted below 

~ 4. INVESTMENTS AND INTERESTS IN REAL PROPERTY HELD OR 
LEASED .ar THE BUSINESS ENTITY OR TRUST 

Check ona box: 

o INVESTMENT o REAL PROPERTY 

Name of Business Entity, if Investment, 2C 
Assessor's Parcel Number or Street Address of Real Property 

Desaiption of Business Activity 2C 
City or Other Precise Location of Real Property 

FAIR MARKET VALUE 
o $2,000 - $10,000 o $10,001 - $100,000 o $100,001 - $1,000,000 
DOver $1,000,000 

NATURE OF INTEREST 
o Property OwnershiplDeed of Trust 

IF APPLICABLE, LIST DATE: 

-.-J---1 14 -.-J---1 14 
ACQUIRED DISPOSED 

o Stock o Partnership 

o Leasehold 0 Other -----____ _ 
Yra. remaining 

o Check box If additional schedules reporting investments or real property 
are attached 

~ 1. BUSINESS ENTITY OR TRUST 

Name 

Address (Business Address Acceptable) 

Check one o Trust, go'to 2 o Business Enlity, comp/ete the box, then go to 2 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THIS BUSINESS 

FAIR MARKET VALUE IF APPLICABLE, LIST DATE: 

0$0 - $1,999 
-.-J---114 -.-J-.-J~ o $2,000 - $10,000 o 510,001 - 5100,000 ACQUIRED DISPOSED 

o $100,001 - $1,000,000 
DOver $1.000,000 

NATURE OF INVESTMENT o Partnership o Sole Proprietorship 0 Oiller 

YOUR BUSINESS POSITION 

~ 2. IDENTIFY THE GROSS INCOME RECEIVED (INCLUDE YOUR PRO RATA 
SHARE OF THE GROSS INCOME IQ THE ENTITY/TRUST) 

050 - $499 o $500 - 51,000 
o $1,001 - $10,000 

o $10,001 - $100,000 
DOVER S100,000 

~ 4. INVESTMENTS AND INTERESTS IN REAL PROPERTY HELD OR 
LEASED m: THE BUSINESS ENTITY OR TRUST 

Check one box: 

o INVESTMENT o REAL PROPERTY' 

Name of Business Entity, if Investment, 2C 
Assessor's Parcel Number or Street Address of Real Property 

Desaiption of Business Activity 2C 
City or Other Precise Location of Real Property 

FAIR MARKET VALUE 

o $2,000 - $10,000 
0$10,001 - $100,000 o $100,001 - $1,000,000 
DOver $1,000,000 

NATURE OF INTEREST o Property OWnershlpIDeed of Trust 

IF APPLICABLE, LIST DATE: 

-.-J---1 14 -.-J---1 14 
ACQUIRED DISPOSED 

o Stock o Partnership 

o Leasehold -;-:----:-,..
Yrs. remaining 

o Other _________ _ 

o Check box if addnional schedules reporting investments or real property 
are attached 

Commenb: _____________________ ___ FPPC Form 700 (2014/2015) Sch. A-2 
FPPC Advice Email: advlce@fppc.ca.gov 

FPPC ToU-Free Helpline: 866/275-3772 www.fppc.ca.gov 



CALIFORNIA FORM 700 
SCHEDULE B 

Interests in Real Property 
(Including Rental Income) 

FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION 

Name 

Carol Dutra-Vemaci 

~ ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NUMBER OR STREET ADDRESS 

486-9-33-1 

CITY 

4th St. Union City, CA 

FAIR MARKET VALUE IF APPLICABLE, UST DATE: o $2,000 - $10,000 
-1-114 -1-114 o $10,001 - $100,000 

III $100,001 - $1,000,000 ACQUIRED DISPOSED 

DOver $1,000,000 

NATURE OF INTEREST 

III OwnershiplDeed of Trust o Easement 

0 Leasehold 0 
YB. remaining Other 

IF RENTAL PROPERTY, GROSS INCOME RECEIVED 

o $0 - $499 0 $500 - $1,000 0 $1,001 - $10,000 

o $10,001 - $100,000 DOVER $100,000 

SOURCES OF RENTAL INCOME: If you own a 10% or greater 
interest, list the name of each tenant that is a single source of 
income of $10,000 or more. 

III None 

~ ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NUMBER OR STREET ADDRESS 

486-9-33-2 

CITY 

4th St. Union City, CA 

FAIR MARKET VALUE IF APPUCABLE, UST DATE: o $2,000 - $10,000 
-1-114 -1-114 o $10,001 - $100,000 

III $100,001 - $1,000,000 ACQUIRED DISPOSED 

DOver $1,000,000 

NATURE OF INTEREST 

III OwnershipIDeed of Trust o Easement 

0 Leasehold 0 
Yrs. remaining Other 

IF RENTAL PROPERTY, GROSS INCOME RECEIVED 

0$0 - $499 0 $500 - $1,000 0 $1,001 - $10,000 

o $10,001 - $100,000 DOVER S100,OOO 

SOURCES OF RENTAL INCOME: If you own a 10% or greater 
interest, list the name of each tenant that is a single source of 
income of $10,000 or more. 

III None 

* You are not required to report loans from commercial lending institutions made in the lender's regular course of 
business on terms available to members of the public without regard to your official status. Personal loans and 
loans received not in a lender's regular course of business must be disclosed as follows: 

NAME OF LENDER" 

ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

BUSINESS ACTMTY. IF NN, OF LENDER 

INTEREST RATE TERM (MonthsIYears) 

____ % III None 

HIGHEST BALANCE DURING REPORTING PERIOD 

o $500 - $1,000 

o $10,001 - $100,000 

o Guarantor. if applicable 

0$1,001 - $10,000 

DOVER $100,000 

NAME OF LENDER' 

ADDRESS (Business Address Aa;eptable) 

BUSINESS ACTIVITY, IF ANY, OF LENDER 

INTEREST RATE TERM (MonthsIYears) 

----,"AI III None 

HIGHEST BALANCE DURING REPORTING PERIOD 

o $500 - $1.000 0 $1,001 - $10,000 

o $10,001 - $100.000 DOVER $100,000 

o Guarantor, if applicable 

Commenb: ______________________________________________ ~ ______________________________ _ 

FPPC Form 700 (2014/2015) Sth. B 
FPPC Advice Email: advlce@fppc.ca.gov 

FPPC Toll-Free Helpline: 866/275-3772 www.fppc.ca.gov 
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CALIFORNIA FORM 700 
SCHEDULE B 

Interests in Real Property 
(Including Rental Income) 

FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION 

Name 

Carol Dutra-Vemaci 

~ ASSESSOR'S PARca NUMBER OR STREET ADDRESS 

3761 Smith St. 

CITY 

Union City, CA 94587 

FAIR MARKET VALUE IF APPUCABLE, UST DATE: 
0$2,000 - $10,000 

--1...-114 --1-114 o $10,001 - $100,000 
[£] $100,001 • $1,000,000 ACQUIRED DISPOSED 

DOver $1,000,000 

NATURE OF INTEREST 

[£] OwnershiplOeed of Trust o Easement 

0 Leasehold 0 
Vrs. remaining Other 

IF RENTAL PROPERTY, GROSS INCOME RECEIVED 

o $0 - $499 0 $500 - $1,000 0 $1,001 - $10,000 

o $10,001 • $100,000 DOVER $100,000 

SOURCES OF RENTAL INCOME: If you own a 10% or greater 
interest, list the name of each tenant that is a single source of 
income of $10,000 or more. 

[£] Nona 

~ ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NUMBER OR STREET ADDRESS 

4914 Tenor Ct. 

CITY 

Fremont, CA 94538 

FAIR MARKET VALUE IF APPUCABLE, UST DATE: 
0$2,000 - $10,000 

--1-114 --1-114 o $10,001 • $100,000 
[£] $100,001 • $1,000,000 ACQUIRED DISPOSED 

DOver $1,000,000 

NATURE OF INTEREST 

[£] OwnershiplOeed or Trust o Easement 

0 Leasehold 0 
Yr.. remaining Other 

IF RENTAL PROPERTY, GROSS INCOME RECEIVED 

o $0· $499 0 $500 - $1,000 0 $1,001 - $10,000 

[£] $10,001 • $100,000 DOVER $100,000 

SOURCES OF RENTAL INCOME: If you own a 10"/0 or greater 
interest, list the name of each tenant that is a Single source of 
income of $10,000 or more. 

o None 

Carlos Martinez 

Tamra Hofel 

* You are not required to report loans from commercial lending institutions made in the lender's regular course of 
business on terms available to members of the public without regard to your official status, Personal loans and 
loans received not in a lender's regular course of business must be disclosed as follows: 

NAME OF LENDER· NAME OF LENDER· 

ADDRESS (BUsiness Address Acceptable) ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

BUSINESS ACTIVITY, IF ANY. OF LENDER BUSINESS ACTIVITY, IF ANY, OF LENDER 

INTEREST RATE TERM (MonthsIYears) INTEREST RATE TERM (MonthsIYears) 

____ % [£] None ----% III None 

HIGHEST BALANCE DURING REPORTING PERIOD HIGHEST BALANCE DURING REPORTING PERIOD 

o $500· $1,000 0 $1,001 • $10,000 o $500· $1,000 0 $1,001 - $10,000 

o $10,001 - $100,000 0 OVER $100,000 o $10,001 - $100,000 0 OVER $100,000 

o Guarantor, if applicable o Guarantor, if applicable 

Commenb: _____________________________________ ___ 

FPPC Form 700 (2014/2015) 5th. B 
FPPC Advlte Email: advlte@fppt.ta.gov 

FPPC TolI·Free Helpline: 866/275-3172 www.fppc.ta.gov 



SCHEDULE C 
Income, Loans, & Business 

Positions 

CALIFORNIA FORM 700 
FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION 

Name 

(Other than Gifts and Travel Payments) Carol Dutra-Vemaci 

~ 1. INCOME RECEIVED ~ 1. INCOME RECEIVED 

NAME OF SOURCE OF INCOME 

PonoAiona 
ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

3404 San Mardo Ave. San Jose, CA 
BUSINESS ACTIVIlY. IF ANY. OF SOURCE 

YOUR BUSINESS POSITION 

GROSS INCOME RECEIVED 

[lJ $500 - $1,000 0 $1,001 - $10,000 

o $10,001 - SI00,OOO 0 OVER $100,000 

CONSIDERATION FOR IMiICH INCOME WAS RECEIVED 

o Salary 0 Spouse's or registered domestic partner's income 
(For self-employed use Schedule A-2.) 

o Partnership (Less than 10% ownership. For 10% or greater use 
Schedule A-2.) 

[lJ Sale of 1988 Yamaha 350 Motorcycle 
(Real property, car, boat, etc.) 

o Loan repayment 

o Commission or 0 Rental Income, list each source o( $10,000 01 mora 

(Describe) 

OOth~------------------------------(Describe) 

~ 2. LOANS RECEIVED OR OUTSTANDING DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD 

NAME OF SOURCE OF INCOME 

Mark Dutra 
ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

PO Box 2797 Clearlake, CA 95422 
BUSINESS ACTIVITY, IF ANY, OF SOURCE 

YOUR BUSINESS POSITION 

GROSS INCOME RECEIVED 

o $500 - $1,000 [lJ $1,001 - $10,000 

o $10,001 - $100,000 0 OVER $100,000 

CONSIDERATION FOR WHICH INCOME WAS RECEIVED 

o Salary 0 Spouse's or registered domestic partner's income 
(For self-employed use Schedule A-2.) 

o Partnership (Less than 10% ownership. For 10% or greater use 
Schedule A-2.) 

[lJ Sale of 1993 Buick Station Wagon 
(Real property, car. boat, .tc.) 

o Loan repayment 

o Commission or 0 Rental Income, Pst .ach source o( $10,000 or mora 

(Desctibe) 

o Other ----------:::---::--:----------
(Describe) 

* You are not required to report loans from commercial lending institutions, or any indebtedness created as part of a 
retail installment or credit card transaction, made in the lender's regular course of business on terms available to 
members of the public without regard to your official status. Personal loans and loans received not in a lender's 
regular course of business must be disclosed as follows: 

NAME OF LENDER' 

ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

BUSINESS ACTIVIlY, IF ANY, OF LENDER 

HIGHEST BALANCE DURING REPORTING PERIOD 

o S500 - $1,000 

0$1,001 - $10,000 

o $10,001 - $100,000 

DOVER $100,000 

Comments: 

INTEREST RATE TERM (MonthsIYears) 

-----% 0 None 

SECURIlY FOR LOAN 

o None 0 Personal residence 

o Real Property ---____ -:::--:--:-:--:-_____ _ 
Street address 

City 

o Guarantor ________________ _ 

o Oth~ ----------:---------
(Desctibe) 

FPPC Form 700 (2014/2015) 5ch. C 
FPPC Advice Email: advlce@fppc.CB.gov 

FPPC Toll-Free Helpline: 866/275-3772 www.fppc.ca.gov 



CALIFORNIA FORM 700 
SCHEDULE D 
Income - Gifts 

FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION 

.. NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

Chinese People's Association for Friendship with 
ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

Foreign Countries 1 Taijichang S1. Beijing 100740 
BUSINESS ACTIVITY, IF ANY, OF SOURCE 

non-profit 
DATE (rnm/ddlyy) VALUE 

112.00 
--'--'- .... $ ----

~ 25,~ ;0..$ __ _ 

.. NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

DESCRIPTION OF GIFT(S) 

Cultural Visits (include 

Great WalVChina 

Folk Cultural Village) 

Chinese Peopl4's Association for Friendship with 
ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

Foreign Countries 1 Taijichang S1. Beijing 100740 
BUSINESS ACTIVITY, IF ANY, OF SOURCE 

non-profit 
DATE (mmlddlyy) VALUE DESCRIPTION OF GIFT(S) 

35.00 Cruise Huangpu River 

--'--1_ ;0..$ __ _ 
Shanghai 

--'--1_ .... $ ___ _ 

.. NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council 
ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

35 Fuchengmenwai St. Beijing 100037 PRC 
BUSINESS ACTIVITY, IF ANY, OF SOURCE 

DATE (rnm/ddIyy) VALUE DESCRIPTION OF GIFT(S) 

06,22,14 ;0..$ __ 2_4._0_0 Boat Cruise Wuhan 

--'--1_ .... $ ___ _ 

--'--1_ ,,-$ __ _ 

II> NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

BUSINESS ACTIVITY, IF ANY. OF SOURCE 

DATE (mmlddlyy) VALUE DESCRIPTION OF GIFT(S) 

--'--1_ .... $ ___ _ 

--'--1_ $, ___ _ 

--'--1_ $ ___ _ 

II> NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

BUSINESS ACTIVITY, IF ANY, OF SOURCE 

DATE (mmlddlyy) VALUE DESCRIPTION OF GIFT(S) 

--'-1_ $, ___ _ 

--'--1_ $, ___ _ 

--'--1_ $, ___ _ 

.. NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

BUSINESS ACTIVITY, IF ANY, OF SOURCE 

DATE (mmldd/yy) VALUE DESCRIPTION OF GIFT(S) 

--'--1_ $, ___ _ 

--'--1_ $, ___ _ 

--'--1_ $, ___ _ 

Comments: Per FPPC file Nos. 14-071, 14-072, 14-078 & 14-079 request for advice, these payments are not subject 
to the gift limits oecause they will be prOVided In connection With a legislative or governmental purpose 
by both a foreign government and 501 (c)(3) organization. See attached 

FPPC Form 700 (2013/2014) 5ch. 0 
FPPC Advice Email: advlce@fppc.ca.gov 

FPPC Toll-Free Helpline: 866/275-3772 www.fppc.ca.gov 



SCHEDULE E 
Income - Gifts 

Travel Payments, Advances, 
and Reimbursements 

• Mark either the gift or income box • 
• Mark the "501 (c)(3)" box for a travel payment received from a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization 

or the "Speech" box if you made a speech or participated in a panel. These payments are not 
subject to the $440 gift limit, but may result in a disqualifying conflict of interest. 

~ NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

American Asian Economic & Cultural Association 
ADDRESS (Business Address Act;eptable) 

3140 De La Cruz Blvd. #200 
CITY AND STATE 
Santa Clara, CA 95054 
BUSINESS ACTIVITY. IF ANY, OF SOURCE 
non-profit 

III 501 (c)(3) 

DATE(S): 06 ,~ 14 _ 06,.E..J 14 AMT: $_6_75_._00 __ _ 
(If giff) 

TYPE OF PAYMENT: (must check one) III Gift 0 Income 

o Made a SpeechlParticipated in a Panel 

III Other - Provide Description ---______ _ 

flight CA986 SFO to PEK 

~ NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

Chinese People's Association for Friendship with 
ADDRESS (Business Address Act;eptable) 

Foreign Countries 1 Taijichang St. 
CITY AND STATE 
Beijing 100740 PRC 
BUSINESS ACTIVITY. IF ANY. OF SOURCE 
non-profit 

0501 (c)(3) 

DATE(S): 06 , 17 , 14 _ 06, 18 , 14 AMT: ~$ 2_0_6_.0_0 __ _ 
(If gifl) 

TYPE OF PAYMENT: (must check one) III Gift 0 Income 

o Made a SpeechlParticipated in a Panel 

III Other - Provide Description _________ _ 

Two nights stay at the Park Plaza Hotel Beijing 

~ NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

Chinese People's Association for Friendship with 
ADDRESS (Business Address Act;eptable) 

Foreign Countires 1 Taijichang St. 
CITY AND STATE 
Beijing 100740 PRC 

BUSINESS ACTIVITY. IF ANY. OF SOURCE 
non-profit 

0501 (c)(3) 

DATE(S): 06,J!J 14 _ 06,~ 14 AMT: $ 148.00 
(If gift) 

TYPE OF PAYMENT: (must check one) III Gift 0 Income 

o Made a SpeechlParticipated in a Panel 

III Other - Provide Description -----____ _ 

High Speed Train Beijing to Shanghai 

~ NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

Chinese People's Association for Friendship with 
ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

Foreign Countries 1 Taijichang St. 
CITY AND STATE 
Beijing 100740 PRC 

BUSINESS ACTIVITY. IF ANY. OF SOURCE. 
non-profit 

0501 (c)(3) 

DATE(S): 06 ,~ 14 _ 06,21,14 AMT: $_3_57_._0_0 __ _ 
(If gifl) 

TYPE OF PAYMENT: (must check one) III Gift 0 Income 

o Made a SpeechlParticipated in a Panel 

III Other - Provide Description - ________ _ 

Three nights stay at the Jinjiang Hotel Shanghai 

Comments. Per FPPC file Nos. 14-071, 14-072, 14-078 & 14-079 request for advice, these payments are not subject 
• to the gIft hmlts because they WIll be prOVIded In connection With a leglslatJve or governmental purpose by 

both a foreign government and 501 (c)(3) organization. See attached. 

FPPC Form 700 (2013/2014) 5ch. E 
FPPC Advice Email: advlce@fppc.ca.gov 

FPPC Toll-Free Helpline: 866/275-3772 www.fppc.ca.gov 
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CALIFORNIA FORM 700 
SCHEDULE E 

Income - Gifts 
FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION 

Travel Payments, Advances, 
and Reimbursements 

• Mark either the gift or income box • 
• Mark the "501 (c)(3)" box for a travel payment received from a nonprofit 501 (c)(3) organization 

or the "Speech" box if you made a speech or participated in a panel. These payments are not 
subject to the $440 gift limit, but may result in a disqualifying conflict of interest 

.. NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council 
ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

35 Fuchengmenwai St. 
CITY AND STATE 
Beijing 100037 PRC 
BUSINESS ACTIVITY, IF ANY. OF SOURCE D 501 (c)(3) 

DATE(S): 06/22/ 14 _ ~ 23/ 14 AMT: $,_1_2_8,_0_0 __ _ 
(If gift) 

TYPE OF PAYMENT: (must check one) III Gift 0 Income 

o Made a Speech/Participated in a Panel 

III Other - Provide Description _________ _ 

Two nights stay at the East Lake Conference Center 
Wuhan 

.. NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

Chinese People's Association for Friendship with 
ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

Foreign Countries 1 Taijichang St. 
CITY AND STATE 
Beijing 100740 PRC 
BUSINESS ACTIVITY. IF ANY. OF SOURCE 
non-profit 

D 501 (c)(3) 

DATE(S): 06/22/14 _ 06/22/14 AMT: $~1_5_2_,O_0 __ _ 
(If gift) 

TYPE OF PAYMENT: (must check one) III Gift 0 Income 

o Made a Speech/Participated in a Panel 

. III Other - Provide Description _________ _ 

flight MU2508 SHA to WUH 

.. NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

Chinese People's Association for Friendship with 
ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

Foreign Countires 1 Taiji'chang St. 
CITY AND STATE 
Beijing 100740 PRC 

BUSINESS ACTIVITY. IF ANY. OF SOURCE 
non-profit 

D 501 (c)(3) 

DATE(S): 06 / 24 / 14 _ 06 / 24 / 14 AMT: $._1_5_1,_0_0 __ _ 
(If gift) 

TYPE OF PAYMENT: (must check one) III Gift 0 Income 

o Made a SpeechlParticipated in a Panel 

III Other - Provide Description _________ _ 

flight CA3353 WUH to SZX 

.. NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

Chinese People's Association for Friendship with 
ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

Foreign Countries 1 Taijichang St. 
CITY AND STATE 
Beijing 100740 PRC 

BUSINESS ACTIVITY. IF ANY. OF SOURCE 
non-profit 

D 501 (c)(3) 

DATE(S): 06 ,24 / 14 _ 06 /26 / 14 AMT: $_3_72_,_00 __ _ 
(If gift) 

TYPE OF PAYMENT: (must check one) III Gift 0 Income 

o Made a SpeechlParticipated in a Panel 

III Other - Provide Description _________ _ 

Three nights stay at the Shenzhenair International 
Hotel Shenzhen 

Comments. Per FPPC file Nos, 14-071, 14-072, 14-078 & 14-079 request for advice, these payments are not subject 
• to the gift hmlts because they will be provided In conneciron With a leglslairve or governmental purpose by 

both a foreign govemment and 501 (c)(3) organization. See attached. 

FPPC Form 700 (2013/2014) 5ch. E 
FPPC Advice Email: advlce@fppc.ca.gov 

FPPC Toll-Free Helpline: 866/275-3772 www.fppc.ca.gov 
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SCHEDULE E 
Income - Gifts 

Travel Payments, Advances, 
and Reimbursements 

• Mark either the gift or income box • 
• Mark the "501(c)(3)" box for a travel payment received from a nonprofit 501 (c)(3) organization 

or the "Speech" box if you made a speech or participated in a panel. These payments are not 
subject to the $440 gift limit, but may result in a disqualifying conflict of interest 

~ NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

American Asian Economic & Cultural Association 
ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

3140 De La Cruz Blvd. #200 
CllY AND STATE 

Santa Clara, CA 95054 
BUSINESS ACTIVllY, IF ANY, OF SOURCE 0501 (c)(3) 

DATE(S): 06 ,27 ,14 _·06, 27 ,14 AMT: $_3_79_._10 __ _ 
(If gift) 

lYPE OF PAYMENT: (must check one) 1lI Gift 0 Income 

o Made a Speech/Participated in a Panel 

1lI Other - Provide Desaiption _________ _ 

flight CA 1308 SZX to PEK 

~ NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

American Asian Economic & Cultural Association 
ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

3140 De La Cruz Blvd. #200 
CllY AND STATE 

Santa Clara, CA 95054 
BUSINESS ACTIVllY, IF ANY, OF SOURCE 

non-profit 
0501 (c)(3) 

DATE(S): 06,27 ,14 _ 06,27 ,14 AMT: $,_5_2_5._0_0 __ _ 
(If gift) 

lYPE OF PAYMENT: (must check one) 1lI Gift 0 Income 

o Made a Speech/Participated in a Panel 

1lI Other - Provide Desaiption _________ _ 

flight CA985 PEK to SFO 

~ NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

Chinese People's Association for Friendship with 
ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

Foreign Countires 1 Taijichang St. 
CllY AND STATE 

Beijing 100740 PRC 
BUSINESS ACTIVllY, IF ANY, OF SOURCE 

non-profit 

0501 (c)(3) 

DATE(S): 06 ,.!!!J 14 _ 06/27 /14 AMT: $ 266.00 
(If gift) 

lYPE OF PAYMENT: (must check one) 1lI Gift 0 Income 

o Made a SpeechlParticipated in a Panel 

1lI Other - Provide Desaiption _________ _ 

8 days of meals for Beijing, Shanghai. and Shenzhen 

~ NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

Chinese People's Association for Friendship with 
ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

Foreign Countries 1 Taijichang St. 
CllY AND STATE 

Beijing 100740 PRC 
BUSINESS ACTIVllY, IF ANY. OF SOURCE 

non-profit 
0501 (c)(3) 

DATE(S): 06 ,~14 _ 06,27 ,14 AMT: $._1_37_._0_0 __ _ 
(If gift) 

lYPE OF PAYMENT: (must check one) IZJ Gift 0 Income 

o Made a SpeechlParticipated in a Panel 

1lI Other - Provide Desaiption _________ _ 

8 days of bus rental fee for Beijing, Shanghai, and 
Shenzhen· 

Comments. Per FPPC file Nos. 14-071, 14-072, 14-078 & 14-079 request for advice, these payments are not subject 
• to the gift limits because they Will be provided In connection with a legislative or governmental purpose by 

both a foreign government and 501 (c)(3) organization. See attached. 

FPPC Form 700 (2013/2014) 5ch. E 
FPPC Advice Email: advice@fppc.ca.gov 

FPPCToll-Free Helpline: 866/275-3772 www.fppc.ca.gov 
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SCHEDULE E 
Income - Gifts 

Travel Payments, Advances, 
and Reimbursements 

• Mark either the gift or income box • 
• Mark the 11501 (c)(3)" box for a travel payment received from a nonprofit 501 (c)(3) organization 

or the IISpeech" box if you made a speech or participated in a panel. These payments ar not 
subject to the $440 gift limit, but may result in a disqualifying conflict of interest. 

~ NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council 
ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

35 Fuchengmenwai St. 
CITY AND STATE 

Beijing 100037 PRC 
BUSINESS ACTIVITY, IF ANY, OF SOURCE D 501 (c)(3) 

DATE(S): 06 ,22 ,14 _ 06,24 ,14 AMu,_3_9_.0_0 __ _ 
(If gift) 

TYPE OF PAYMENl: (must check one) III Gift 0 Income 

o Made a Speech/Participated in a Panel 

III Other - Provide Description ----------

3 days fo bus rental fees in Wuhan 

~ NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council 
ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

35 Fuchengmenwai St. 
CITY AND STATE 

Beijing 100037 PRC 
BUSINESS ACTIVITY, IF ANY, OF SOURCE D 501 (c)(3) 

DATE(S): 06,22,14 _ 06,24,14 AMu,_7_2_.0_0 __ _ 
(If gift) 

TYPE OF PAYMENl: (must check one) III Gift 0 Income 

o Made a Speech/Participated in a Panel 

III Other - Provide Description _________ _ 

3 days of meals for Wuhan 

~ NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

CITY AND STATE 

BUSINESS ACTIVITY, IF ANY, OF SOURCE D 501 (c)(3) 

DATE(S):---1-.1._ - ---1-.1._ AMT: $ _____ _ 
(If gift) 

TYPE OF PAYMENl: (must check one) 0 Gift 0 Income 

o Made a Speech/Participated in a Panel 

o Other - Provide Description _________ _ 

~ NAME OF SOURCE (Not an Acronym) 

ADDRESS (Business Address Acceptable) 

CITY AND STATE 

BUSINESS ACTIVITY, IF ANY, OF SOURCE D 501 (c)(3) 

DATE(S): ---1-.1._ - ---1-.1._ AMl: $~-,--___ _ 
(If gift) 

TYPE OF PAYMENl: (must check one) 0 Gift 0 Income 

o Made a Speech/Participated in a Panel 

o Other - Provide Description _________ _ 

C mments. Per FPPC file Nos. 14-071, 14-072, 14-078 & 14-079 request for advice, these payments are not subject 
o . to the gift limits because they will be provided In connection With a legislative or governmental purpose by 

both a foreign government and 501 (c)(3) organization. See attached. 

FPPC Form 700 (2013/2014) 5th. E 
FPPC Advice Email: advice@fpPt.ca.e;ov 



FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION 
428 J Street. Suite 620 • Sacramento, CA 95814-2329 

(916) 322-5660 • Fax (916) 322-0886 

Benjamin T. Reyes II 
City Attorney 
Union City 
555 .lzth Street, Suite 1500 
Oakland, CA 94607 

Michael S. Lawson 
____ . _. _________ .. _._ ... Hayward City Attorney .. -

Office of the City Attorney 
777 B Street 
Hayward, CA 94541-5007 

William L. McClure, City Attorney 
Office of the City Attorney . 
1100 Alma Street 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

OITY P. Korb 
County Counsel 
70 West Hedding Street 
East Wing 9th Floor . 
San Jose, CA 95110-1770 

Re: Your Requests for Advice 

May 9, 2014 

Our File Nos. 14-071,14-072,14-078 & 14-079 

Dear Counsel: 

This letter responds to your collective requests for advice regarding the gift provisions of 
the Political Refonn Act (the "Act").] Please note that the Fair Political Practices Commission 
(the "Commission") does not act as a finder of fact when it renders advice, (In re Oglesby (1975) 
1 FPPC Ops. 71). and our advice is based solely on the provisions of the Act. 

I The Political Reform Act is contained in Government Code Sections 81000 through 91014. All statutory 
references are to the Government Code. unless otherwise indicated. The regulations of the Fair Political Practices 
Commission are contained in Sections 18110 through 18997 of Title 2 of the California Code of Regulations. All 
regulatory references are to Title 2, Division 6 of the California Code of Regulations, unless otherwise indicated. 
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QUESTION 

Are payments for travel, lodging and subsistence made to the Mayors particiRating in the 
Silicon Valley Mayors' China Trip in June 2014 subject to reporting and gift limits? 

CONCLUSION 

Payments for the Mayors' travel, lodging and subsistence are reportable gifts, not subject 
to gift limits because they will be provided in connection with a legislative or governmental 
purpose by both a foreign government and a 501(c)(3) organization. Any other payments will be 
reportable gifts subject to gift limits. 

FACTS 

Twelve Mayors have been invited to travel to China from June 16-27,2014, as part of the 
Silicon Valley Mayors" China Trip:' The'purpose'of this aU-expenses paid trip is to facilitate '.,' 
investment and international trade between China and the Silicon Valley region. While in China, 
the delegation will visit Beijing, Shanghai, Wuhan and Shenzhen. In addition, they will have the 
opportunity to participate in meetings with local government officials and CEOs from top local 
high tech companies. 

As mentioned, this is an all-expenses paid trip. The international air travel expenses to 
and from China, approximately $2,000 per person, will be covered by the American Asian 
Economic and Cultural Association ("AAECA"), a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization. The 
remaining expenses which include travel, lodging and meals within China, approximately $3,000 
per person, will be paid for by the city governments of the four cities visited by the Mayors. 
Thus, the estimated market value of the trip is roughly $5,000 per participant. 3 

The principal purpose of the trip involves facilitating investment and international trade 
between China and the Silicon Valley, and the Mayors are attending in their official capacities to 

2 We received requests for advice on behalf of Mayors Dutra-Vernaci, Mueller and Mayor Pro Tern 
Salinas. Because the requests all share the same facts and issues, we arc treating them as a single request. Also, this 
advice applies to the remaining Mayors traveling a~ part of the delegation to China from June 16-27, 2014, assuming 
the sources of funding are the same as those provided hcrein. 

3 We note that initially there was some confusion as to whether China Silicon Valley Business 
Development ("China SV") andlor another organization, Chinese People's Association for Friendship with Foreign 
Countries ("CPAFFC"), were paying for these expenses. However, it was confirmed by counsel for Mayor Dutra
Vernaci that China SV is only coordinating and sponsoring the trip, not providing any funds or services with 
monetary value. In addition, the city governments of the four cities being visited are coordinating their payments of 
the participants' expenses while in China through CPAFFC, making the four city governments the true source of 
those payments. (See Regulation 18945(a) ["The person who makes the gift to the official(s) is the source of the gift 
unless that person is acting as an intermediary"].) Based on the facts provided, CPAFFC is simply an intermediary 
for the payments provided by the four city governments. 
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represent their respective cities. The Invitation Letter for the trip explains the importance behind 
personal attendance by the Mayors: 

As innovation in China takes off, Chinese companies are 
increasingly looking outside of China for business opportunities 
and technology partnerships. On the other side of the Pacific, 
Silicon Valley has attracted top notch researchers, engineers and 
developers from around the world and has provided a perfect 
environment for the growth of creative ideas. 

Although the potential gains of a closer relationship 
between Silicon Valley and China may seem obvious, they are far 
from guaranteed. Of the $1.3 billion Chinese investment in 
California since 2000, Silicon Valley/South Bay region is only the 
third most attractive area for Chinese investment. This is partially 
due to lack of information exchange and effective people-to-people . 

. --··~·--····--·---··-.Tnvesinient 'promotion activities that help Chiriese-ln,\iestors'flillY· ,- ·.--.-.--,.---------

appreciate the abundant opportunities here in Silicon Valley. A 
traditional hands-off approach is outdated and inadequate. 
Encouraging support for local initiatives and joint efforts from 
both government and private sectors are required. 

Draft Itinerary 

The Mayors are scheduled to leave from San Francisco to China on June 16,2014, and 
return on June 27. As mentioned, they will visit Beijing, Shanghai, Wuhan and Shenzhen during 
the II-day trip. The details are as follows: 

Beijing: Arrival on June 17 

June 18 Morning - Chinese national officials and city officials of Beijing Municipality meet with . 
SV Mayors: during the meetings, SV Mayors will listen to the general introduction to the "China 
Dream" policies, and provide suggestions and recommendations as to how Silicon Valley can be 
involved in the development of China. 

June 18 Afternoon - Visit the Ministry of Technology, Ministry of Commerce and the Ministry 
of Education: during the meetings, SV Mayors will introduce the invention, promotion and 
encouragement policies adopted by each of the Silicon Valley cities and discuss the possible 
cooperation among the parties. 

June 19 Morning - Zhongguancun - Silicon Valley Innovation Round Table Conference: during 
the meetings, SV Mayors and the representatives from high-tech enterprises will visit the major 
high-tech enterprises located in Zhongguancun, and will have meetings with the CEOs from the 
major high-tech enterprises. 



June 19 Afternoon - Free time. 

Shanghai: Arrival on June 20 
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June 20 Afternoon - Meetings with city officials of Shanghai Municipality. 

June 21 Morning - Visit Shanghai Free Trade Zone: during the visit, SV Mayors and the 
representatives from high-tech enterprises will take a tour in Shanghai Free Trade Zone and will 
have meetings with the officials of Shanghai Free Trade Zone and representatives from 
enterprises located in Shanghai Free Trade Zone to discuss the local policies and the 
development of Shanghai Free Trade Zone, and the possible cooperation among the parties. 

June 21 Afternoon - Sino-US Financial and Venture Investment Conference: representatives 
from Silicon Valley financial institutions will introduce their successful experiences of providing 
funding support for innovative companies, and will discuss the possibility of establishing a 

, . ". 

platform for financial· communication between Silicon Valley and Shanghai; .. - ..... - ... _ .. -.- .. --...... 

June 22 Morning - Free Time. 

Wuhan: Arrival on June 22 

June 23 Morning - Meetings with officials from Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the State 
Council, and from Hubei Province and Wuhan Municipality: SV Mayors will listen to an 
introduction to Conference on Oversea') Chinese Pioneering and Developing in China ("OCPD"), . 
and discuss the possible cooperation between Silicon Valley and Optics Valley in Wuhan. 

June 23 Afternoon - Silicon Valley and OCPD Innovation Round Table Conference: SV Mayors 
and representatives from high-tech enterprises will introduce the successful experiences of 
Silicon Valley and roles and responsibilities of government and private enterprises in the 
development of Silicon Valley. 

June 24 Morning - Meetings with Mayors from cities around Wuhan: SV Mayors will learn the 
development of the third-tier cities in China from introductory report made by city Mayors in 
China. SV Mayors will also introduce the successful experiences of Silicon Valley and promote 
the city-level communication. 

June 24 Afternoon - Free time. 

Shenzhen: Arrival on June 25 

June 25 Afternoon - Meetings with city officials. 
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June 26 - Visit Tecent, TeL and BYD. One of the similarities between Silicon Valley and 
Shenzhen is that both embrace multiple well-known high-tech enterprises. Hopefully, these 
visits and face-to-face discussions will encourage the outbound investment by Chinese 
companies. 

June 27 Afternoon - Free time; fly back 

ANALYSIS 

Gifts, Generally 

A gift is defined under Section 82028(a) as "any payment that confers a personal benefit 
on the recipient, to the extent that consideration of equal or greater value is not received and 
includes a rebate or discount in the price of anything of value unless the rebate or discount is 
made in the regular course of business to members of the public without regard to official 
status." . 

In an effort to reduce improper influences on public officials, the Act regulates the receipt 
of gifts by local public officials in three ways: 

First, the Act places limitations on the acceptance of gifts by certain public officials. The 
current limit is $440 from a single source in a calendar year. (Section 89503; Regulation 
18940.2.) This gift limit applies to aU Mayors, among others. (Sections 89503(a) & 87200.) 

Second, so that the public is made aware of any potential influences from gifts, the Act 
imposes reporting obligations on certain public officials, including Mayors, requiring that any 
gift (or any gifts that aggregate to $50 or more from the same source) received during the 
calendar year are disclosed on the officials' statements of economic interests. (Sections 87200-
87210.) . 

Third. the Act prohibits any public official from making, participating in making. or 
using his or her position to influence the outcome of a governmental decision involving the 
donor of a gift or gifts with an aggregate value of $440 or more provided to, received by, or 
promised to the official within the 12 months prior to the date the decision is made. (Sections 
87100 & 87103(e); Regulations 18700 & 18703.4.) 

Gifts of Travel 

Under the Act and unless stated otherwise in Commission regulations not applicable here 
(see footnote 4), any travel is presumed to confer some personal benefit on a public official. In 
addition, travel costs paid for by a third party generally are reportable gifts under the Act. 
Therefore, absent an exception, the value of all travel-related expenses to China will be 
considered a reportable gift to each of the Mayors. (Section 82028; Gault Advice Letter, No. A-
07-158.) 



Gift of Travel· Exceptions 
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Under some circumstances, even though a payment for transportation, lodging, and 
subsistence may be a reportable gift under the Act, the gift is not subject to the Act's current 
$440 gift limit. In this regard, Section 89506(a) provides an exception from the gift limits for 
certain travel payments: 

(a) Payments, advances, or reimbursements, for travel, 
including actual transportation and related lodging and subsistence 
that is reasonably related to a legislative or governmental purpose, 
or to an issue of state, national, or international public policy, are 
not prohibited or limited by this chapter if either of the following 
apply: 

(1) The travel is in connection with a speech given by the 
elected state. officer, local .. elected .officeholder, candidate for 
elected state office or local elected office, an individual specified 
in Section 87200, member of a state board or commission, or 
designated employee of a state or local government agency, the 
lodging and subsistence expenses are limited to the day 
immediately preceding, the day of, and' the day immediately 
following the speech, and the travel is within the United States .. 

(2) The travel is provided by a government, a governmental 
agency, a foreign government, a governmental authority, a bona 
fide public or private educational institution, as defined in Section 
203 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, a nonprofit charitable or 
religious organization which is exempt from taxation under Section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or by a person domiciled 
outside the United States which substantially satisfies the 
requirements for tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. 

To summarize, gifts of travel are generally reportable and subject to limits unless the 
travel falls under an exception. Relevant to the present situation is Section 89506(a)(2), which 
provides that travel expenses reac;onably related to a legislative or governmental purpose, or to 
an issue of state, national, or international policy, are not prohibited or limited if they are 
provided by certain specified sources such as governmental agencies, bona fide public or private 
educational institutions, or non-profit 501(c)(3) organizations. 

, . 
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1. Are the travel expenses reasonably related to a legislative or governmental 
purpose, or to an issue of state, national, or international public policy? 

According to the facts, the twelve Mayors will travel to China for the specific purpose of 
facilitating investment and international trade between China and the Silicon Valley cities. The 
invitation explains that Silicon Valley region has only been the third most popular area in 
California for Chinese investment since 2000, and that face-to-f~ce meetings with the Chinese 
people will be important in helping them to fully appreciate the significant opportunities in the 
Silicon Valley region. Moreover, the draft itinerary for the trip indicates that the Mayors will 
have several meetings with Chinese officials and business leaders in Beijing, Shanghai, Wuhan 
and Shenzhen in order to'promote their respective cities, among other things. It is plain, 
therefore, that the Silicon Valley Mayors' China Trip is directly related to a legislative or 
governmental purpose. 

2. Are the travel expenses being provided by an entity described in Section 89506(a)(2)? 

According to the facts, two separate sources will provide funding for the expenses 
involved with the trip. The payment for the international air travel wj]] be covered by AAECA, 
which is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization. The remaining expenses incurred while in China 
will be paid through an intermediary, CPAFFC, by the city governments of the four cities visited 
by the Mayors. Therefore, the sources of funding for the Mayors' travel, the AAECA and the 
foreign city governments, fall within the purview of Section 89506(a)(2). 

Accordingly, payments provided by AAECA and the foreign government entities through 
CPAFFC for the Mayors' transportation (airfare) to China, transportation during their stay, and 
any lodging or subsistence are reportable gifts that are not subject to gift limits pursuant to 
Section 89506(a)(2). Please note, however, that any payments made for items other than travel 
and related lodging and subsistence may be considered a reportable gift subject to the $440 gift 
limit and the conflict of interest provisions of the Act, because those items would not be related 
to a legislative or governmental purpose.4 

The ''Informational Material" Exception 

Regardless of the source, not aU goods and services supplied to program participants are 
necessarily"gifts." The Act excludes from its definition of "gift" items classed as 
"informational material," a term that includes "any item which serves primarily to convey 
information and which is provided for the purpose of assisting the recipient in the performance 

4 There was a suggestion that Regulation 18950.1 may apply to the present situation. Regulation 18950.1 
provides criteria for determining when payments for travel made in conjunction with official agency business have 
no personal benefit to an official and do not constitute gifts or income to the official. Based on the facts you have 
provided, we do not view this situation as one that comes within the reach of that Regulation. In any event, 
Regulation 18950.1 is inapplicable by virtue of our finding that the payments to the Mayors. although not prohibited 
or limited by the Act's gift limits, are nonetheless gifts under the Act. 
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of his or her official duties or of the elective office he or she seeks." (Section 82028(b)(I); 
Regulation 18942.1.) "Informational material" may include "[blooks, reports, pamphlets, 
calendars, periodicals, videotapes, or free or discounted admission to informational conferences 
or seminars." (Regulation 18942.1(a).) This does not, of course, include payments for travel, 
which would include costs of transportation, lodging or subsistence. (Section 82028(b)(I).) You 
have provided no facts relevant to this gift exception so we do not address it further. 

Conflict of Interest Disqualification 

As mentioned, a public official who receives gift(s) of $440 or more may have a financial 
conflict of interest under the Act. (Sections 87100 et seq.) The official must disqualify himself 
or herself from voting or otherwise participating in a governmental decision affecting that 
source, if the payment was received or promised to the official within 12 months preceding the 
decision. Therefore, if the Mayors accept gifts from the sources identified above valued at $440 
or more, they may be prohibited from participating in governmental decisions affecting those 
sources.. If this occurs, they should seek further assistance. 

JW:jgl 

If you have other questions on this matter, please contact me at (916) 322-5660. 

By: 

Sincerely, 

Zackery P. Morazzini 
General Counsel 

. -


