
 

 
 
 
 
 

April 3, 2012 
 
Ann Ravel 
Chair, Fair Political Practices Commission 
428 J Street, Suite 620 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
Dear Chair Ravel: 
 
I respectfully urge you to vote in favor of supporting Assembly Bill 2191, which I authored to 
amend the definition of “elective office” to exclude members of party county central committees.  
AB 2191 is part of item #17 on your April 5 agenda.  The FPPC staff recommended position is 
“neutral” on this bill. 
 
County central committee members are simply political party volunteers who do not perform any 
governmental functions.  They do not handle any public money, they cannot levy taxes or fees 
upon citizens, they do not vote on policy issues, and they cannot pass laws or ordinances. 
 
Current law states any person who appears on the ballot is someone who is running for “elective 
office.”  The intent of this action was to capture all governmental elected officials, but it 
inadvertently lumped in thousands of political party volunteers into these reporting requirements.  
This has cost local governments tens of thousands of dollars each year as local county registrars 
have had to process the excessive reporting for these numerous political party volunteers. 
 
The Election Code’s formulas for central committee membership placed numerous volunteers in 
this category (the 2002-10 central committee numbers for L.A. and Orange counties are below): 
 Los Angeles County Orange County 
Democratic 156 54 
Republican 156 54 
American Independent 182 63 
Peace and Freedom 159 32 

 
Last month, the Governor signed AB 1200 (Ma), which recognizes the reality that a central 
committee member is not an elected official by: 1) ending the requirement that public officers 
administer their oaths and 2) no longer providing them a governmental certificate of election. 
 
Correcting the definition of “elective office” will eliminate an unnecessary and excessive process 
that encumbers thousands of volunteers and dozens of county registrar’s offices.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
CHRIS NORBY 
Member, California State Assembly 
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April 3, 2012 
 
Ann Ravel 
Chair, Fair Political Practices Commission 
428 J Street, Suite 620 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
Dear Chair Ravel: 
 
I urge you to vote in favor of supporting Assembly Bill 2239, which I authored to increase 
candidate transparency while substantially reducing the need for independent expenditures.  AB 
2239 is part of item #17 on your April 5 agenda.  FPPC staff has not taken a position on this bill. 
 
Under current law, campaign finance reports are filed as infrequently as a semi-annual basis 
during non-election periods and every other month during pre-election periods.  For example, a 
candidate on the ballot in June 2012 filed semi-annual statements in 2011 from January 1-June 
30 and July 1-December 31 and pre-election statements in 2012 from January 1-March 17, 
March 18-May 24, and May 25-June 30. 
 
My bill, AB 2239, will require that candidates report contributions and expenditures within 24 
hours.  With this more rapid reporting requirement, transparency will be greatly increased and 
will allow the public and watchdog organizations to better monitor the flow of political money 
and hold politicians accountable. 
 
In 2000, California voters approved Proposition 34 in an effort to “put the brakes on special 
interest money” and “limit campaign spending.”  However, efforts to place campaign 
contribution limits on candidates has proven to be an abject failure.  Since Prop 34 passed, 
independent expenditures have increased a stunning 6000%.  Independent expenditures have 
reduced accountability and reduced transparency. 
 
Prop 34’s attempts to limit money in politics have had the unintended consequences of making 
money harder to trace and reducing candidate accountability.  Ending the Prop 34 caps will 
render unaccountable independent expenditures and shadowy IE PACs unnecessary, leaving 
candidates responsible for the contributions they receive and the spending they make. 
 
Eliminating Prop 34 limits while requiring 24-hour disclosure of contributions and expenditures 
is the only way to hold politicians accountable to the public and render independent expenditures 
unnecessary, so I respectfully urge you to vote in favor of supporting AB 2239. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
CHRIS NORBY 
Member, California State Assembly 
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P.O. BOX 942849 

SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0072 
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