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ELECTRONIC SLATE MAILER REGULATION 18435.5 
AMENDMENTS FOR COMMISSION ADOPTION

“SLATE MAILER”  MEANS A MASS MAIL ING WHICH 
SUPPORTS OR OPPOSES A  TOTAL OF FOUR OR 

MORE CANDIDATES OR BALLOT MEASURES.  

(SECTION 82048.3)



AMEND 
REGULATION 
18435.5 
SLATE MAILER 
REQUIREMENTS

• Regulation 18435.5 interprets Section 84305.5 of the Act, which addresses the 
identification and disclosure requirements for slate mailers.

• Section 84305.5 sub. (a)(1) provides that the name, street address, and city of 
the slate mailer organization (SMO) or a committee primarily formed to support 
or oppose one or more ballot measures must be on the “outside” of the slate 
mailer (e.g., the envelope of a mailer sent via traditional mail).

• Amend regulation to codify prior advice:
• A clickable image leading to a full slate mailer image may be considered the 

“outside” of the electronic slate mailer. 

• The body of an email or text may be considered akin to the “outside” of the 
attached piece of slate mail. 

• An electronic slate mailer in the form of a series of electronic images 
displayed consecutively or a video containing a sequence of images may 
comply with the slate mailer disclosure requirements by including the 
disclosures in a frame preceding or following the video or sequence of 
images, but each candidate or ballot measure that has paid to appear on the 
slate mailer must be identified with the required asterisk (*) when 
mentioned. 

(Mainardi Advice Letter, No. I-19-197; Woocher Advice Letter, No. A-15-004.)



AMEND REGULATION 18435.5 
SLATE MAILER REQUIREMENTS
EXAMPLE NO. 1: EMAIL

Body of email/ “outside” of mailer.

Amendments require the name, street address and 
city of the SMO to be included in the body of the 
email/”outside” of mailer.

Electronic Slate 
Mailer PDF 
Attachment:

All disclosures 
required by 
Section 
84305.5 are 
required to be 
included on the 
attached PDF.



AMEND 
REGULATION 
18435.5 
SLATE MAILER 
REQUIREMENTS 

EXAMPLE NO. 2:
TEXT MESSAGE + 
ONLINE SLATE 
MAILER

000-00

Hi residents, Slate Mailer 
Organization (1102 Q Street, 
Sacramento) studied the 
candidates that understand
earthquake safety in your district 
& have provided a voter guide to 
assist at the ballot. Read about the 
candidates at
EarthquakeSafetyVoterGuide.org

Reply STOP to opt out

Amendments 
require text 
message to 
include the 
name, street 
address and 
city of SMO.

Link to website where all
Section 84305.5 
identification and 
disclosure requirements 
must appear (see next 
slide).



AMEND REGULATION 18435.5 
SLATE MAILER REQUIREMENTS
EXAMPLE NO. 2: TEXT MESSAGE + ONLINE SLATE MAILER (cont.) 



AMEND REGULATION 18435.5 
SLATE MAILER REQUIREMENTS
EXAMPLE NO. 3: STATIC IMAGES OR VIDEO






ADVERTISEMENT DISCLOSURE REGULATIONS 
FOR COMMISSION ADOPTION

• Regulation 18450.6 Disclosure on Advertisements in Languages Other than English
ADOPT

• Regulation 18450.7 Disclosure for Advertisements in Formats Not Specifically 
Addressed

ADOPT

• Regulation 18450.8 Disclosure for Advertisements on Listening Applications that are 
Both Audio and Visual

ADOPT

• Regulation 18450.11 Spokesperson Disclosure
AMEND



ADOPT REGULATION 18450.6 
DISCLOSURE ON ADVERTISEMENTS IN LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH

• Adopt regulation to codify prior advice:

◦ “The advertisement disclosures on political advertisements 
should be written or spoken in the same language used in the 
advertisement.” (Mintzer Advice Letter, No. I-17-017.)

◦ Committee name must remain the same as the committee’s 
name used on campaign filings. 

• Proposed Regulation 18450.6 requires the advertisement 
disclosure appear in the same language in which the 
advertisement primarily appears. 



ADOPT REGULATION 18450.6 
ADVERTISEMENTS IN LANGUAGES 
OTHER THAN ENGLISH
EXAMPLES

• The disclosure on an advertisement must be in 
the same language that the advertisement 
primarily appears in.

• The committee's name, however, must be the 
same as the name used on the committee’s 
campaign filings.



ADOPT REGULATION 18450.7 
DISCLOSURE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN FORMATS NOT 
SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSED

• The adoption of this regulation is recommended due to staff 
coming across ads that require disclosures, but how those 
disclosures appear is currently unclear under the Act. For 
example, ads appearing with lasers, on a large tent, or on a 
projection screen, etc.

• Proposed Regulation 18450.7 would provide guidance on 
disclosure requirements for advertisements displayed in a format 
not specifically addressed when including the “paid for by” 
disclosure, the top contributor disclosure, and the disclosure for 
independent expenditure advertisements not authorized by a 
candidate.

• Two separate regulatory drafts provided for Commission 
consideration.



ADOPT REGULATION 18450.7 
ADVERTISEMENTS IN FORMATS NOT SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSED
EXAMPLES



ADOPT REGULATION 18450.8 
DISCLOSURE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS ON LISTENING APPLICATIONS 
THAT ARE BOTH AUDIO AND VISUAL

• Proposed Regulation 18450.8 addresses a current gap in 
guidance on advertisement disclosures where the 
advertisement appears both in a visual and an audio format on 
applications intended mostly for listening, such as the listening
applications Pandora or Spotify.

• The adoption of this regulation stems from advice provided by 
staff stating that these type of ads should comply with the 
electronic media advertisement disclosures under Section 
84504.3. Therefore, the disclosure was only required on the 
visual portion of the ad, since under the electronic media ad 
disclosures the radio ad disclosures only applied if the ad was 
“audio only.”



ADOPT REGULATION 18450.8 
ADVERTISEMENTS ON LISTENING APPLICATIONS THAT ARE BOTH AUDIO AND VISUAL
EXAMPLES



AMEND REGULATION 18450.11 
SPOKESPERSON DISCLOSURE

• Proposed amendments to Regulation 18450.11 would require a 
committee to include the paid spokesperson disclosure and file the 
report required under Section 84511 (Form 511) if the committee 
coordinated with a person that paid for the appearance of an 
individual in an advertisement, but that person does not qualify as 
a committee.

• This amendment comes as a result of an advertisement submitted 
to the FPPC Enforcement Division as part of the AdWatch program.

https://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/511.pdf


PUBLIC 
OUTREACH

• T H E R EGUL ATORY  UPDAT ES  
WI L L  BE  POST ED TO T H E  F PPC  
WEBS I T E  ( WWW.FPPC.CA.GOV)
ON  T H E  “NEWLY ADOPTED,  
AMENDED,  OR R EPEALED 
R EGULATIONS”  PAG E.  T H I S CA N  
BE  FOUN D BY  S EL EC T ING “ T H E  
L AW ” TA B  ON  T H E  H OM E PAG E 
A N D T H EN  “F PPC  
R EGUL AT IONS .”

• N OT I CE  WI L L  GO OUT  V I A  T H E  
EL EC T RON IC  M A I L ING L I ST  
S H ORT LY  A F T ER  BE I N G POST ED 
ON  T H E  F PPC  WEBS I T E .  

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/the-law/fppc-regulations/newly-adopted-amended-or-repealed-regulations.html
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