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Background 
The Political Reform Act authorizes the Commission to adopt, amend, or rescind regulations to 
carry out the purposes and provisions of the Act and to govern the procedures of the 
Commission. Long-standing and generally accepted regulations become essential to proper 
administration of the Political Reform Act. There are a number of regulations the Commission 
staff has identified as being long-standing, non-controversial, essential to complying the Act.  
 
 
Analysis 
This bill does the following:  
 

1. Codify Regulation 18116 to clarify that, where the filing deadline for filing statements or 
reports falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or official state holiday, the filing deadline shall be 
extended to the next regular business day with the exception of specified reported filed 
immediately before an election.  
 

2. Codify Regulation 18117 that failure by a filing officer or filing official to comply with a 
duty or to provide notice of a filing or disclosure obligations does not affect a person’s 
duty to file statements and reports disclosing information required by the Act.  
 

3. Clarify in statute that “candidate” includes an elected officeholder from Regulation 
18404, recasts Section 82007 to improve readability.  
 

4. Repeals Section 85311, recasts its provisions in newly added Section 82015.5, and 
integrates Regulation 18215.1 to clarify the same aggregation definition applies for limits 
and reporting purposes for state and local committees.  

5. Codify Regulation 18616.4 to extend filing requirements of lobbyist employers to 
lobbying coalitions and define lobbying coalition in the Act.  
 

6. Codify Regulation 18229 to include registered domestic partners recognized under state 
law in the definition of “spouse.”  
 

7. Codify Regulation 18426.1 permitting recipient committees to designate an assistant 
treasurer, who may sign and verify campaign statements on behalf of the committee 
under certain circumstances. 
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8. Repeals and recasts Section 84105, integrating Regulation 18427.1 to add detail that 
major donor notice is required to be sent when a committee receives contributions 
totaling $5,000 in a calendar year; recasts to improve readability.  
 

9. Codify Regulation 18729 to specify what information must be provided whenever an 
official must disclose a leasehold interest. 
 

10. Clarify Section 87313 that a person who makes a gift is the source of the gift, unless 
acting as an intermediary; recasts section to improve readability. (Regulation 18945) 
 

11. Add new Section 89503.5 from Regulation 18941 to clarify in statute when an official 
“receives” or “accepts” a gift.  
 

12. Codify Regulation 18996, repeal and recast Section 90002, to restore statutory notice to 
filers regarding what is subject to audit that was inadvertently deleted in prior legislation.  

 
 
Fiscal Impact 
No costs to the Commission. 
 
Legislative Counsel has keyed the as a state-mandated local program which generally requires 
the state, under the California Constitution, to reimburse local agencies and school districts for 
certain costs mandated by the state. However, no reimbursement is required by this bill because 
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school district will be incurred because 
this bill creates a new crime or infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty 
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of the Government Code.  
 
 
Staff Recommendation 

1. Recommend the Commission approve the Legislative Counsel draft as presented; 
2. Adopt a sponsorship position; and  
3. Authorize Commission staff to retain an author for bill introduction.  
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