
CalifOrnia

Fair Political

Practices Commission

March 4, L992

Dave Bhatia
Indo-American Association

of Northern California ( IAPAC)
Post office Box 892
Union City, CA 94 587

Re: Your Request for fnformal Assistance
our File No. r-92-017

Dear Mr Bhatia:

OUESTION

May a comrnittee donate campaign funds to any nonprofit
organization?

CONCLUSION

The Act provides that a conmittee may use its -campaign funds
to make donations to nonprofit organizations providgd !-b-rec.
i"qrir.*"tts are met. rirst, the recipient nonprofit organizati-on
*rJi f. a bona f j,de charitabie. educational, civic, religious, or
srnilar tax-exempt nonprofit organization' Second' no substantial

This is in response to your Ietter requesting advice
regarding the duties of a political connittee, specifically the
fndo-emeiican Association of North California (hereinafter
xIAPAC") under the personal use provisions of the Political Reform
Act (the rrgsirr;.1 Since your advice request does no! refer to a

specific nonprofit organization, we are treating your request as
one for infornal assistance. z

1 cotr".n*.nt Code Sections 81OOo-91015' AII statutory references
are to the Government code unless otherwise indicated' commission
requlations appear at 2 California Code of Regulations. section
i;;;;;-;;";.;l'--air rererences to resurations are to ritre 2'
oi,ri=i"r1 o of the california code of Regulations'

2 I nf orrna I assi'stance
immun j,tY Provided bY an
31 1r4 ; Regulation 18329

does not provide the requestor . 
with 

. 
the.-"pini"" Lr formal written advice' (section

(c) (3) . )

428 J Street, Suite 8OO ' P.O' Box 8O7 o Sacramcnto CA 958t14-O807 o (916) 
'22'5660
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donatiOn must bear a reasonable relatiOnship to a political′
legislative′  or gOVernmental purpose of the committee.

FACTS

None were prov■ ded.

ANALYSIS
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family′  and where the donation or loan bearS a
reasonable relation to a political′  legislative′  or
governmental purpose.

Thus′  the Act provides that a committee may use its campaign
funds to make dOnations to nonpro
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comnittee fron benef j.ting fron these expenditures. Thus, the
Commission is currently iavising in the absence of a comrnission
regulation on this subiect, thaa the proceeds of campaign funds
wiil nave a rrmaterial iinancial effectrr on any individual or
inaiviauals $rith authority to apProve the expenditure of carnpaign
funds held by the comnittae, rnelnters of their irnmediate fanily, or
the cornmitte-e treasurer if a payment received by such individual
from a nonprofit organization described in section 89515 above is
5250 or more. (See weiss Advice Letter, No. A-91-158.)

These are the rules fAPAc nust apply before rnaking a donation
to any nonprofit organization. Since no facts were provided to
us, tne ctmmittee treasurer and any other individuals with
auihority to approve the expenditure of IAPAC's campaign funds
must maki the iinal determination as to whether a donation to a

nonprofit organization is a permissible expenditure of campaign
funds under the Act .

If you have any further questions regarding this matter,
please feel free to contact me at (916) 322-59OL''
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SH:DRS:aa

sincerely′

Scott Hallabrin
Acting General Counsel

4‐
―

〆 み に
By: Deanne Stone

CounseI, LegaI Divis ion

3 copies of comnission regulations and opinions are available in
rnany iaw Iibraries. Alternatively, copies of these materials and
comirission advice 1etters nay be obtained frorn the Commission at a
cost of 10C per paqe.


