
The Honorable Senator Hurtado, Chair The Honorable Assemblymember Quirk-Silva, 

Chair 

The Honorable Chief of Staff Brieno (Hurtado) The Honorable Chief of Staff Pond 

( Quirk-Silva) 

The Honorable Senator Cabaldon The Honorable Assemblymember Caloza 

The Honorable Senator Niello The Honorable Assemblymember Haney 

The Honorable Senator Smallwood-Cuevas The Honorable Assemblymember Ortega 

The Honorable Assemblymember Wallis 

The Honorable Assemblymember Ward 

The Honorable Assemblymember Gabriel 

The Honorable Assemblymember Tangipa 

Re Letter of Support for California Fair Political Practices Commission Fiscal Year 

2026-2027 Budget Augmentation 

May 13, 2026 

Honorable Chair Hurtado, Honorable Chair Quirk-Silva, Honorable Chief of Staff Breino, 

Honorable Chief of Staff Pond, and Honorable Senate and Assembly Subcommittee Members: 

I am a private citizen urging your support for an augmented budget allocation of one million dollars 

($1,000,000) for the California Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) in the fiscal year 2026-2027 

budget. 
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I'm a resident of the Mother Lode region, specifically Calaveras County. I've grown increasingly 

appalled by the flagrant violations of California Government Code committed by elected officials in 

Calaveras County and neighboring Tuolumne County. 

Strategic investment in the FPPC is essential for maintaining the integrity of the Political Reform Act. 

It is a fiscally sound decision that will generate measurable returns for the people of the State of 

California. 

Investing additional resources in the FPPC supports a data-driven strategy of enhanced transparency 

and accountability in government by augmenting the agency's revenue-generating enforcement 

activities. 

It is essential to ensure the FPPC has the necessary financial resources to timely investigate all credible 

complaints. 

I consider that a prerequisite for a fair democracy. 

I cite herein three specific examples where the FPPC would greatly benefit from augmented resources 

to combat the corrosiveness that flagrant violations of the Political Reform Act have on our 

communities. 

My investigative colleague and I are responsible for FPPC cases against four of the five sitting District 

Supervisors in Calaveras County, and one of the five sitting District Supervisors in Tuolumne County. 

Political corruption runs deep in California's rural counties, much as it does in large suburban and 

urban counties. 
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The critical difference is that there are fewer eyes and ears in these rural counties, and the politics here 

are generational with deep familial and social connections that provide protective cover for endemic 

malfeasance. 

Several additional FPPC complaints are forthcoming against other officials, including the Calaveras 

County District Attorney and Calaveras County Sheriff. 

I'll now cite two egregious Calaveras County examples. In both instances, it has become evident that 

the FPPC would greatly benefit from augmented State financial resources to combat the corrosiveness 

that these blatant violations of the Political Reform Act have on my community. 

• A sitting Calaveras County District Supervisor, under FPPC Enforcement Division 

investigation due to my sworn complaint, also is under criminal investigation due to my sworn 

complaint with the Calaveras County Sheriffs Office, for allegations of his fraudulent 

misrepresentation and misuse of public funds. This supervisor astoundingly appears in several 

emails in the Epstein files, released by the U.S. Department ofJustice in January, having had 

direct contact with Jeffrey Epstein and hi~ associates in 2009 and 2010 - representing business 

interests of his longtime friend and confidant Sarah Ferguson, the former Duchess of York, for 

whom he served - by his own admission - as her Chief of Staff for many years. 

• A former Calaveras County District Supervisor was adjudicated in 2024 by the Calaveras 

County Superior Court for having met the criteria for elder abuse by defrauding an elderly 

business partner. He's now seeking to reclaim his seat, lost in 2018, and has a reasonably good 

chance of doing so because the incumbent - currently under FPPC Enforcement Division 

investigation due to my sworn complaint, and now having numerous FPPC Enforcement 

Division probable cause findings pending - faces disqualification from office if allegations of 

him living outside of his supervisory district are validated. My colleague and I are responsible 

for having brought this issue of the two-term incumbent District Supervisor's malfeasance to 
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the FPPC Enforcement Division for investigation. This example further supports the necessity 

for enhanced funding for the FPPC, so that when concerned and aware citizens, such as my 

colleague and I, bring these matters to the FPPC, they may be promptly investigated, so that 

ethically-challenged and unscmpulous individuals do not assume and hold public office to the 

detriment of our communities, or worse, advance to higher elected State offices. 

These are just two of the examples of the types of individuals populating local county governments 

that the FPPC requires more resources to surface and investigate, with the assistance of a watchful 

citizenry. 

This endemic and systemic rural malfeasance and blatant public corruption in Calaveras County 

would likely never have been known to the FPPC Enforcement Division without the eyes and ears of 

infonned andpo!iti.ca!ly engaged citizens on the ground, such as my: .colleague and I. 

The FPPC requires augmented financial support so that it may encourage, not discourage, the robust 

and informed engagement of citizens who believe in our democracy and recognize its fragility when its 

norms and rules oflaw are violated with such blatant disregard. 

The FPPC is already nperating at a high level of efficiency, demonstrating its ability to maximize its 

limited resources as the Enforcement Division processes a massive current volume of over 2,500 

complaints and referrals annually from citizens, media, and other agencies. 

That number, 2,500, should speak loudly to each of you. Regrettably, political corruption is endemic 

throughout the State of California, which necessitates the FPPC requiring more immediate financial 

resources to hold the line and push back even more effectively and promptly on allegations of political 

corruption. 
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While this volume of political corruption continues to strain existing FPPC staff, the Enforcement 

Division still opened over 1,300 new cases and reduced its overall caseload by 40% over the last three 

years through operational efficiencies, according to its public reporting. 

I strongly believe that a budget augmentation of one million dollars ($1,000,000) for fiscal year 

2026-2027 is a necessary, logical and an urgently-required investment based upon the multiple reasons 

and examples cited herein above and continuing below. 

Enhanced enforcement activity by the FPPC pays disproportionately high dividends, as additional 

investigators and counsel allows the FPPC to process and collect more stipulations and focus greater 

activity on maximum penalties as a deterrent rather than being viewed as the cost of doing business, as 

some elected leaders and candidates seem to view this process. 

In 2025 alone, the Enforcement Division successfully prosecuted 878 cases and levied $543,539 in fines 

for major cases involving mass mailings and ethics violations, representing the highest total for an 

off-election year this decade, achieving record-breaking total fines, according to public disclosures. 

Significantly more aggressive pursuit of Political Reform Act violations such as anonymous 

contributions or improper use of campaign funds increases compliance across the board and achieves 

increased deterrence through visibility. 

Augmented funding supports the necessary IT and legal infrastructure to manage the complexities of 

digital financial assets and foreign influence in ballot measures, modernizing oversight. 

Broadening investigations by pursuing more complex cases of campaign money laundering and 

conflicts of interest that require significant specialized labor, and aggressive enforcement pursuing 

non-filers and late-reporters (such as my colleague and I consistently have found and reported to the 

FPPC), ensures that the corrosive "pay-to-play" culture is met with a robust, well-funded deterrent. 

5 

While this volume of political corruptiori continues to strain existing FPPC staff, the Enforcement 

Division still opened over 1,300 new cases and reduced its overall caseload by 40% over the last three 

years through operational efficiencies, according to its public reporting. 

I strongly believe that a budget augmentation of one million dollars ($1,000,000) for fiscal year 

2026-2027 is a necessary, logical and an urgently-required investment based upon the multiple reasons 

and examples cited herein above and continuing below. 

Enhanced enforcement activity by the FPPC pays disproportionately high dividends, as additional 

investigators and counsel allows the FPPC to process and collect more stipulations and focus greater 

activity on maximum penalties as a deterrent rather than being viewed as the cost of doing business, as 

some elected leaders and candidates seem to view this process. 

In 2025 alone, the Enforcement Division successfully prosecuted 878 cases and levied $543,539 in fines 

for major cases involving mass mailings and ethics violations, representing the highest total for an 

off-election year this decade, achieving record-breaking total fines, according to public disclosures. 

Significantly more aggressive pursuit of Political Reform Act violations such as anonymous 

contributions or improper use of campaign funds increases compliance across the board and achieves 

increased deterrence through visibility. 

Augmented funding supports the necessary IT and legal infrastructure to manage the complexities of 

digital financial assets and foreign influence in ballot measures, modernizing oversight. 

Broadening investigations by pursuing more complex cases of campaign money laundering and 

conflicts of interest that require significant specialized labor, and aggressive enforcement pursuing 

non-filers and late-reporters (such as my colleague and I consistently have found and reported to the 

FPPC), ensures that the corrosive "pay-to-play" culture is met with a robust, well-funded deterrent. 

5 



A direct corollary of expanded investigative capacity is a higher volume of enforcement stipulations, as 

noted above. The revenue augmentation of these penalties may then be utilized to directly offset a 

portion of operational expenses by generating revenue for the General Fund. 

With the State of Caiifornia facing structurai deficits, the Caiifornia State Legisiature is strongly urged 

by this appeal to continue prioritizing the FPPC, an agency that performs critical oversight while 

generating revenue through enforcement penalties. 

For the reasons stated above, I respectfully urge Califr1rnia State Senate Budget Subcommittee No. 4 

on State Administration and General Government, and California State Assembly Budget 

Subcommittee No. 5 on State Administration, to jointly approve the allocation of a vital funding 

:mementation of one million dollars($ 1,000,000) for the FPPC's budget for fiscal year 2026-2027, 

thereby demonstrating the California Legislature's staunch support of the FPPC's overall mission, and 

especially that of its Enforcement Division on behalf of all Californians to emure the FPPC and its 

Enforcement Divisitm can vigorously continue its vital work at an expanded scaie in the preservation 

and advancement of democratic ideals. 

Respectfully, 

Christopher Buttner 

PO Box 494, 

Murphys, California, 95247 

Cell: 415-302-0839 

Email: christo_p_lle~but_tner@gm_ail:com 

Citation: 

http ://lunar.Epp . a.g v/coment/dam/fppc/N -Docurnents/Annual-Report/2025-Annual-Report.p 
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