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Subjccr: Percentage of Vote l\tandatory Audit Criteria

The following are answers to questions raised by you
in your November 23, 1976, memo to I'lichael Bennett:

I. A. In special elections, where the vaeancy is
filIed in the special primary election (a candidate wins
by receiving 50.18 of the vote in the primary) , the
fianchise Tax Board is not required to audit the Etate-

-ments of candidates who receive more than 15t of the
total vote cas t.

Tire PoliticaI Re f o !T,1 .Act rcquires only mandatory
audits of those candidates who obtain 15t of the vote in
general elections, not primary elections, and we feel that
ihe reference to special elections means only the special
run-off election. Should a candidate sPend more than
$25,000 in the special primary election, that candidate
must be audited. Further, the Franchise Tax Board is
given the option to audit any campaign or candidate.

B, The I5S fiqure applies to the total vote cast
for the office in the run-off election.

C. The 15t figure only applies to the total cost
cast for the office in the run-off election, and does not
apply to the Primary.

D. The 15t figure does not apPly to the total vote
cast for the office in both the special primary and run-off
election.
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fI. In .-r prirnary electi.on f()r ilte office of Superin-
tendent of PuL'1ic InsLructior), if .r c.,trdiclate obtains more
than 50S of the vote cast in thc Jr-r;rc primary and thus is
elected to that office, the !'rancirrsc Tax Board is not
required to audit each candidate h,ho receives more than
15t of the total vote cast.

III. A. If a candidate for l,raiciat office does not
appear on the bal}ot bectrusc of Ulections Code Section
25304, the candidate has not reccived 15t of the total vole
cast and there is no mandatory aurii|-.

B. If a candidate for judicial office wins in
the primary election and thus there is no run-off, there
is no mandatory audit required of each candidate who
received rnore than 158 of the vote cast in the primary
election.

Please call on me if you have any corunents or
further que s Li ons.
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, Michael aenn{tttf

Executive Director
Fair Politica1 practices Conunission
110 0 K Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

A nunber of questions relating to the percent,age of votesreceived and special elections have be6n raise6. wu ;;;-subnitting the following information and related q,.,."lior,sto you for your consideration.

section 90001(b) of the political Reform Act of 1974 statesthat the Franchise Tax Boaxd sharr, audit the stateme"i" -"i-e"ci,
candidate who has received. more than fifteen percent of ihe totalvote cast for the office for which he was runiring in eithei ageneral or special election.
The california Elections code defines a "special erection', as anelection, the speci,fic time for holding of which is not lreicribeaby law. It \^rouId seem therefore, that both the special !ii*""yelection and run-off election can be defined "" "i""iii Ei"Lti""".
I. A. In those special eLections where the vacancy ls filledin the special primary election, does the Fianchise TaxBoard audit the statements of each candidate who hasreceived more than fifteen pelcent of the total votecast for the office for which he was running?

C. Does the fifteen percent apply tothe office in the special primary
off elect.ion separate 1y ?

D. Does the fifteen percent appl-y tothe office in the special primary
off el-ection combined?

r. A. rn a primary election for the office of superintend.ent ofpublic rnstruction r"rhere a candidate wins ana-is unopposedin the generar erection, does the rrancrrise--tai eoard auditthe statenents for each candidate who fra, received. morethan fifteen percent of the total vote cast?
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tpm t Robert C. Summers

Subiect: psas.ntage of Vote Mandatoly Audit Criteria

B. Does ihe fifteen percent appl-y to the totaL vote castfor the office i.n the run-oit- e lection?



I



!rllne E c
r 23, 197 6

Since the
de te rmine

In those efections r,,r,o..-,]u*J-;;;;";:.*!"re a cand.idate for judicial officesection-zi:di".r,,Ii. apFear on the baLtot rrv i"i"J",.i_"=
iii:i;:i iiit..il".ii,l::;.;::.Sii";,u?f;! i::;{Si$i"
il""tnii'.f;"";:il::,-'lgre. a candidate ror judiclal orrice
;j;;:j:l:":;5:"ili:riryiiii ;:l ;::fi ::.f; rn':i:;;."."
"r u]"-loili-;;;;="::;,rcceived more than fifteen percent

ansr,rers to these questions are necessarvmandatory audits, a prompt ;;;p;;;;.;;ii to enable us to
be appreciated.

774 c- &-^==-
Chief, political Reform Audit Division
cc: Dan Converse

Doug Dick
Norman L. FuI lerJohn J. pavalasky
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