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Mr. John ~0o~h~aa 
Cit Y !\ t tor n e y 
City of Riverside 
3 <:1 G 0 i-; a inS t r e e t 
Riverside, CA 92501 

Dear Mr. Woodhead: 

Re: Request for Opinion 
No. 76-043 

Thank you for your letter of March 22, 1976, requesting 
an opinion relating to enforc~~~nt of and compliance with 
the Political Reform Act. Becau52 your letter raises no 
substantial question involvi~; an interpretation of the Act, 
no [orll'al opinion \-lill be isslJ tIo;".'2ver T I hope the fol~ "-
lowin] informal comments will b2 helpful. 

In response to your first ~uestion, the Commission has 
adopted regulations that set £o~th standards for determining 
when a board or commission oossesses decision making author­
ity. 2 C~l. Adm. Code Sectlon 13700. Boards that do not 
P'occ-"""c- ('I""''''l°''l"O'''' ID,,!.--]onO au'-h,;rl"J...-v <:'0r\7" ;:, "c:olr.ly =orj;TI°c-oY-,T oJ .::.:> '- ,-l,.) e,,-:J ).1 <.,..-0, J"....J L i. '1.,,, "- _ l.. _ ..... "l "-- ~ a. .:> - '--~ ;:...:. __ V ..J L 1 

function." A copy of that regu}ation is enclosed. 

Turning to your second question, the Riverside Transit 
',Seney is a "loca l governri12n-::' agency" as that terra is de­
fined 'in Government Code Sectio~ 82041. Moreover, elternate 

-members are "designated err:ployees" to the same extent that 
principal reernbers are "designated employees." Although the 
alternate members participate o~ly in the absence of the 
principal member, the facts you have stated indicate that, 
when they do participate, they 9arti~ipate to the same ex­
tent as principal members. ~ccordinglYI the responsibilities 
of both principal and alternate Rembers should be addressed 
in the conflict of interest cod~ adopted by the agency. 

Finally, although the Charter of the City of Riverside 
do~s not expressly authorize the city attorney to prosecute 
BisdeQ2anOr violations, it is consistent with the Charter to 
allow the city attorney to prosecute misdemeanor "violations 
of: the: l',ct, as provided in Go-,;efnQ,::"t Code Section 91001 (a).-
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I f: }Y 0 II \>f~ i :> 11 to a p::: c: C! 1 t [-1 -:? ::.:: n i a 1 0 [ }T 0 U r 0 ? 1 ~t 10 :1 r 2 -

que~~t, '/OU [ilai do so E)lJ:'-Sl12~t :'J 2 Cal. 1\.Cl0:1. CC)Q2 Sectio~ 

le3:?l. If you h2l~le 2~:/ qur~sti:~-:3, ?lcas0 cont~:c~!: ~2at::I~.~ :·;.:?3::, 
an aUo[l!":Y vlith th2 V:g,:d Di'/~::::ion of th2 COi:Hr,ission st~E[. 

DHL:plh 
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D3niel H. Lowenstein 
CC',~ ir:nan 
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D3niel H. LO~enst0in, Chair~a~ 
Pr C:-~C ti C~S C ~ .. 
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?ost O~fice 30x 807 
Sc:cra::nento, Cali=on~ia. 9580.-:l 

.3; _ .. ,1-:-

Pursuant to Scction 83!1~ of the Political Refor~ Act 
o~ 197:~ (r:Ac~tfl), ,;8 :no;cl~:e::c yo:,:r G?i~lj.on on the follo,,-ins; 
c: _, >~; t:iOTl:5 re12i. J~ -: ";-..- -ce e~·: fc;-:"-C"o:: 01~ ~ 0 = I or cO:~I)li c~ l1C--=; '>:: i t.h tI12 

I . 

Under t~2 Act, the City Council of the City of River~ide 
is thE! co::(: revic'.:ing bo:ly for th'~ various boards 2nd COcCl.:-'."iissj.ons 
of the City. The Act provides in Section 82019 the. t mCl!l.bers 
of b0211:6s and cori1~I.issions , .. ~hic:h serv~ a solely a:h'isory fUDC tion 
c'U~ not. sl;.bjcct. to the conflict of in'c.crest code provisio:1s of 
Section 87300 and follo~ing. In this regard, please advise us 
as t.O the" inter pre ta tion I if a:1)', "i:-~ich your Commission gives 
to the phrase "serves a SC)lel::· ac1"\,'ie:;ory funct:i.on ". 
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Ssction 8)J :1J. of tl"~2 licc d2.E ines "Loc;:el Go",-ernmen t A~rency". 
Rivorside Transit Agency is a joint p~wers agency formed pursuant 
to GOV21."Dinent Cod'::! Sec:.-:io;,s 6500 and :;:ollo':Ting. ri':"1e Agency's 
board of directors is Rade up of elected members of the Riverside 
C0~~ty R~ar~ of S' visors a thn cities which h~ve joined with 
th2 County in for:~d.n9" the 0:iCY (IIEJrincipal mei..lOC-cs"). Al,ternate 
r0~b0~s of the board of directors ~~yticipate only in the absence 
cJC ·th~: _'-1t(;1- l_ lc~c.'~rt1h2.Y.. l\lterrlL.:.te s r.ta~i' bc~ elE~ctecl ~~t[1})j2i'S 
c) f' ~:~1~: 2~JC't1;:} .. \'l:-lic:}~~ t~1C:y rO;)L(~Sent, Ol~ t.hoy rlc1Y bc~ :-"")~l-c~l~:ct~d 

<~.-}J()1·~'':::::~ o:c offic>:::r:J o~ ::.~ ~}-!_ ~=:~/. j\ COI)~/ of t:-.:2 l\ger1cy's 
;-~'lr~L ~)<\-.'(~ ~~ ("jr~(' ~,':'n'~_- ]::_: (''-' l0~;;!'::. :o!::' jl()LIL' irtf()r~·[",l.t::..ion_ I)l0.z~~lc 
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f"'~:..'t'c-~\-" 's 
-c':-: -;~ 1()~:-c~ ~~ '3 Yo': 1. t h i~! -::-: -? 1:.:'2..:1 n i. rlg 

of Lr12 !:.ct., at-·~~ c~l-=_~~l.-:·~=:'·-:/~· ;:~~~'::)'2"":-:3 c)-~ -cr1 c'::= b~\2~d of 
c1ire~=::=cl-~-.s als~l .-:-~?,-_ 1:_0j-::;~~s :-';it!l-l_~ t-he ~-2.:l;~.~~0 

of t~-~C! Ac::? 

ITI. 

~h~ Char~er of th2 Ci O~ 
r(j_"";v""8~csid.::~ Ci ty 21.~t.orr!t::~:l to :;~~~-()32C:'~ _~? 

--j..-~-(S ic~-:! dOE-:~ n0 t p ~~r~t t tr1e 
sd2~eano~ viol~tions of 

Please advise us ~hethe~ or not Section 91001 (a) 
of th~ Act, nevortheless, permits t~~ Riverside City Attorney 
to prosecute misde~~anor vio12tio~s o~ th2 Act. In this reg2rd, 
-.'''' co.ll j/O:'li.- c'-t.terlc.ion to A~.:tor:1'" '::::(n:O,::'-':-11 Youn:j-2r l s O?iIll.Orc 
C:c~ 7:1/J i.'3::::·~lCd Febn:::lry 28, 197~ i.--, relatio",1 to thc~ Ci::-.:2' of 
l:<~-,:: J'',.~1~-C~~_.2SI \':h03~? ~11,::'-Ct(:-~- (l':):~s l):-=---:'.·:~ ::"0 it.s C~t::/ A-tt_or!",:.·::\~T t_o ?=,_-()SS-

st· ~ _ -. 

Vo,'\-Lc-uly yours 1 

L ~ .:, -~ {--'--;-
-" 

C i ':. ',; kc: toe-ney 

-y- 'r/"D u ~'.1 !:, : c 


