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All ton ]:'. P"terson I Foreman 
ra Gra.nd ~Jury 

Court Bu 1 
191 North First Street 
S Jose, CA 95113 

Dear Mr. Peterson: 

Feb 5 I 197 G 

Rn· Request for Opinion 
No. 76-010 

Thank you for your letter of January 14, 1976, 
rcquestjng an opinion with respect to whether a grand jury 
is ~o ubject to ·the provisions of the Poli tical H.e Act. 
Since your opinion request does not ra.ise a substantial 
CjtL~stiO;l of interpretation under the Act/ no formal opinion 
VI ill b, iss UE:,d. 

'llhe provisions of tJ!e l~ct concerning public officials 
are applicable to members of stat.e or local govermClent agen­
C.Les. However 1 the defini tion of "local government agency" 
in Sf~ction 82041 of the Act excludes courts or "any agency 
in the judicial branch of government." Since grand juries 
.are in the judicial branch of government, People v. Supecior 
Court, 13 C. 3d 430 I 438 (1975), they are excluded fror~- the 

nition of local government agencies and their meITbers, 
therefore, are not public officials. 

Thank you for your interest in the requirements of 
the Political form Act. If you have any further questions, 
please contact Kenneth Finney, Chief of the Commission's 
Legal Division. 

Sincerely, 

i~: I~?/ -.// / ··c 

/t'-'-{l/YlA.JJI tr, ~.--'/<-CJ.~~ 
Daniel H. Lowenstein 
Chairman, for the 
Commission 
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Jan~3 y 14, 1976 

Fair Political Practices 
P. O. Box 807 
S;:;craTllen-to, California 9580--1 

T 

.~ ion 

Under the authority of. Section 831L!~, ,'Ie 
would like an opinion on the follmving c:stion. 
Does t.he status or function of a grand jury bring 
grand jurors within the terms and operations of 

pro sien of the Political Reform Act, in 
pel Licular those relating to It ic oEfi l~~" as stated 
in Section 87100 of tile Act? 
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