
Senator David A. Roberti 
Statc; Capitol 
Sacramento CA 9581 

Dear Senator Roberti: 

22, 1976 

Re: 2equest Eor Opinion 
i;o. 76-053 

Thank you for your letter o~ April 6 1 1976, requesting 
an inion concerning whether, ccnsistent with GovernD~nt 
Cod S . t ion 8 9 0 0 I, you can f 0 n,'::,: :: d the res l1l t s 0 f a <; u 2 s­
t onaire and a "short explanalorj form letter" to persons 
who requested that they be sent t~e results of the questionnaire. 

cause your request does not ra£=e a substantial question 
of interpretation under the Political Reform Act, no formal 

inion will be issued. However, I hope the following in-
formal comments will be helpful. 

'l'he definition of "mass raail:.ng" states that a mass 
ailing "does not include a fO[2 ~etter or other mail which 

is sent in response to a ruest, letter or other inquiry." 
Government Code Section 82041.5. Accordingly, in responding 
to a request for the results of the questionnaire, you are 
not sending a mass mailing within the meaning of Government 
Code Section 89001. Moreover, a short form letter which 
contains nothing more than an explanation of the results 
also is permissible. I would caution you, however, that the 
explanatory letter cannot incl e co~mentary about you~ 
views relative to the results or other statements which 
would be designed to further your candidacy. 

If you wish to appeal the 6~~ial of your request, 
may do so pursuant to 2 Cal. D. Code Section 18321. 
you have any further questions, ease contact Kenneth 
Chief of the Commission's Legal Division. 
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t,pri (6, 1976 

~l r. Dan ic 1 LO\\lens te in, Chi) irma n 
F"ir Political Practices Corrnlission 
PZ),; Office Box 807 
S-, ,. :2f:1en to, CA 95804 

Dear Mr. Lowenstein: 

REQUEST FOR OPINION 

In J~nuary of 1976, a questionnaire was sent to the residents of the 
23rd Senatorii)l District where I am now a candidate for reelection 
to the State Senate. On the questionnaire, a box was provided asking 
the respondents to check it if they would 1 ike to have the results of 
the questionnaire sent to them. 

My District Office informed me that questionnaires will soon be tallied. 
I would 1 ike to send the results to those who so desire them. There 
are 5,896 involved.' 

I wouJd like to knO'lJ \vhether I can do this v!ith a short explanatory 
form letter and a form tally sheet and not be in violation of the 
Fair Political Practices Act. 

Enclosed is a copy of the questionnaire. 

ncerely, 

DAVID A. ROBERTI 

DAR:mbg 

Encl 
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C;L <> •. ~. ,C-. t :~;. f_',i':"CG in t;'i2 
and r~';f~:~ to ;ny district office. 

Re .. 2sts Your :'10:; 

1) \:Vould you favor raising the gas ta:: tNO ce,lts to fund mass transit 
rns ir:1 California? 

2) Do you believe that nuclear power is safe? 

,3) Should the development of nuclear power be hastened to meet our 
energy needs? 

4) Wo~dcl you favor a solution to the meclica! m3.ipractice criSIS that puts 
.limits on the amollnt of money you could recover in court for pain and 
suffering due to malpractice? 

5) Id you favor the government acting as an insurer to doctors to 
c} with" the malpractice situation even if this means your taxes 
\lIould be increased a small amount? 

6) Would you support state controls on insurance comp2ny rates as a 
solution to, the malpractice problem? 

7) If it takes a simple majority vote of the Legislature to raise taxes on 
Californians but a two-thirds vote to increase them on corporations, 
would you favor reducing the two-thirds requirement on corporations 
to a simple majority? 

8) Would you support raiSing the tax on a six pack of beer or a bottle of 
wine two cents to fund programs treating a!coholism? 

Id you support a p;-ogram of fin2.ncia! assistance to elderly 
renters on fixed incomes even if it meant a small tax increase for 
others? 

10) Do you feel inflation is a greater problem than unemployment? 

Should the State provide public jobs to deal with unemployment? 

12) If the death penalty were used to punish those who commit serious 
crimes, do you believe that the number of crimes committed would 
decrease? 
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'13) schoof g;rls b io\\,'ed ~ co~r:p2~e in nlinimsi 
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16) If tllere is a poss:b;!ity thst aerosol spr2ys harm O~Jr 2~rlosphere \vith 
th'2. possibility of If:c;ea3ed risk of skin C2:lCe:- 2n(: n::;:ed experts dis­
ZiCJv>n=: (:n t:>.3 t;~,7:CJ' y. \vouid you fe·va. b<::·.nnjng tr~8 use cf these 2ero­
sols in C8!ifornia? 

17) Cai:fornia's Primmy Election is currently in June 2:ld the Genoral 
Ei'_cticFi is .in r~O\femb8r. Would you f2.vor shorte"ing tr1e election 
tin12 by rnoving the Primary back to September? 

18) \Nou!ci you want oiection day on a Saturday rather than Tuesday? 

19) Should HH3 government provide health insurance for every citizen for 
major illnesses? 

20) Vvto;..JlcJ you favor elimination of 211 property taxes by increasing in­
como taxes by tl18 proportional amount? 
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tf you want tho results of this questionnaire sent to you, ploase check this box. 0 

Some of the best ideas for new lavvs come directly from my constituents. If you believe 
that we need a new IEt\;'1 or ~.hould change an existing one, please explain boloY\!. 
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Please anS\Ner the follovving questions only if you choose to, 

Cl 
~ -------_._---

Street ____________________________________ _ __ Zip Code 

Age ___ _ ____ Occupation -----------------


