
Don P. Donfa 
City Attorney 
P.O. Dox 190 

July 28, 1976 

Huntington Beach, California 92648 

Dear !'1r. Bonfa: 

This letter will confirm our telephone conversation of 
week and bring you to on the status of both Opinion 
Request No. 76-033 and the issues involving Conflict of Interest 
Codes. 

Approval of the draft in 76-033 is being delayed because 
an apparent majority of the Commission wishes to revise the 
Regulation, 2 Cal. Adm. Code 18700, to exclude persons such 
as those on PAC agencies from the definition of "member and 
hence "public official" as used in Government Code Section 87100. 
Action to accomplish this may be forthcoming at the Commission's 
September meeting. 

The Commission is also in the process of redefining Regulation 
Section 18700(c), "participates in the making of a governmental 
decision". The effect will most likely be to take a more narrow 
approach in defining the phrase. If this is done, it will have 
the effect of excluding certain classes of employees from the 
coverage of Conflict of Interest Codes. This matter will next 
be presented at the Commission meeting of Aug.ust ". 

with respect to the specific questions you asked in your 
letter of Hay 28 1 I can see no reason why you should not follow 
the procedure stated in paragraph "2" when a decision issues. 
It appears to me that the answer to the question posed in 
paragraph "1" initially turns on the question raised in your 
Opinion Request, to wit, are PAC members "public officials"? 
Accordingly, I rather not to answer that question 

finitively until after the S Commission meeting. 

Thank you 
progress of 

calling. We will 
cussions. 

Sly, 

you informed of the 

w. Goshom 
Staff Attorney, Conflicts 
of rest Division 
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GentleMen: 

Thank you ~r. r:0 kls letter of May 26, I 76 and 
Jec.nne Pr'itchat"d' l<2 J

"tUl' of j,t::::.y 2LI, 1976, .in conne,:;tion 
with Opinion No. 76-033, I note t t ft II incor-
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p'Jr'z;,tes r.1Y principal conc:ern cemmercial holdings 
of' PAC menbers. I al~3C' thank . '::,p11.r lock for hi ime 
in connection with ou:::o lenC:ithy telephone conversation of 
IvIay 24, 19-(6, 

2: think II of Opinion No. G-033 13 q e good 
anj ace 
app:r'ovcd "oy the 

As discuss by 81 

undel's! and trust it VillI be 
ler.. 

. h r~ ~ j 2lJ 19 7 / 'filt Vir. lOCK on " -.10, 
I should 1 to propose several uestions which may be 
answe ed informally: 

.l • j; member' of the <:;,5 ee t Area Comrr.i t tee is 2, prine ipal 
member of t C 5S in a clas3 lawsuit filed against the 

of ~lntington Beae}l for 2,500,000, alleging inverse 
tion and damasos to di~inution of property valu 

b reas·.:.m of an alleged :;OIXt'SC of co t on the part of 
City to deny issuance of bui ing permi~5 for improvement 
and u~keep of ~eal PI' ti 5 in the redevelopment project 
area seve~al years ~ a plan of ro vel called 
the "Top of the n" was b .:Xig considered the City 
C uDeil. was in approx-
imate 1971 condemnation actions filed by 
~ ?hl class litigant 
L1.J.ed t t"11 pend 

latr:: r1 mo~':tto 
1t~i Qnc! t 

act :l 0 n top e rill i t 
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s b~en entered In~ 
thou 
t class, 
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~21~locl{ , 
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er of the Project Are"t Cot'L'11it: e. 
litigant in violation of the con 1 

provisions of the Political Re;[o2m Act ': 

Is the principal 
t interest 

2. Reduc ing the theme of Opini on No. 76-033 to spec 1I lC 

clituations (see footnote 3 on a 10 of Draft II, 5/1 76) 
regarding lIparticular"'stic eff8ct on a memberts economic 
interest", my j.ntention 13, 01'1n1.on. '7 033 is 
approved by the Cornmisslon, to s les of the Opinion 
to each member of the ProJec Area C tt80 with a warnlng 
letter direct their attention to fCvtnote 3 on page 10 a.nd 
~uG!~esting that spec 1c deeisions as to "particu 

t II may be reques ted of t l"PPC when, as 
ssion requires. Is till.s ~'"€.-~-sat1s.i·actory 

~ ncerely, I 

:er 

istic 
-l " +-~J. J. ..., 

to you? 


