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Jeffrey F. Bordelon _

program Director ‘

1230 E. Mam Strset

Grass Valley, California 95945 x

Dear Mr. Bordelon: s“

Please excuse the delay in respuidjng to ycur quesuen regarding

ulna-e: or not nerrbers of km Consensual Districts will be rsqm'xed

to disclose mtexests in real erEIty.

A brief discussion of the Political Reform Act's objectives nay be

Wists here

Cavemen cm SeCle 81001 provldes:

"The people find and df‘clare as Follods:

...1b) Public officials, whether elected or appointed, shculd

perform the): dunes in an mpntlal WI, free flm bias

caused by their (Mn financial interests or dis financial

inmmscs of persons who have supported them."

and section 810027

“The people enact this title to acmuplish the follodmg

...(d) Assets and inmve of public officlals which may be

materially affectsd by Ural: official actions should be

disclosed fl Li" apprcpriate cimrzetancas the cfflcials

smfld be dig g lfifl {mu :Amnq in order that cmfljds

of interests may be mummy"

These two semms read together :Wbody die splrlt of the Act in seeking

to insure unbiased public declsims through the mechaniw of disclosure ard

disqualification

In order ta decide whether or not lnteress in real prqderty should be

disclosed by Resource Conscmum Directors, it will be necessary to briefly

examine the duties of me Diricmxs as sch out in the Emoe Conservatim

[bier ,
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m purposes of the Public nesourms Act or 1975 are stated in socclm

9001 Ab):

no) it provide for Lhe organizatioi and operation of

zesouroe axiaervation districts for the purpose of soil and

water oanservatim, the control of rumff, the prevention and

omtral of soil emsion, and erosion stabilizatioi, including,
hut not limited to, these imposes in open areas, agricul-

oiral mm. urban developmm, wildlife areas, recreational

develnprents, watershed inanarpnent, the protectim of wars;

quality and water reclamation, the development of storage

and distribution of water, and the treatment of each one of

land according to its needs. Such dlstricts, in addition

to their other powers, shall have legal authority.“

It thus appears that the Public pescuices Act clearly parasitic chjeca

tives aimed at inproving or preserving the value of a variety of real property

interests. To this end, the nct further outposts districts to -- (2) with the

Lxxlsent of the miner, to wnstruca on privately or publicly omed lands

necessary works for the prevention and control of soil emsim and stabiliz-

ation." Section 9001 (b) (2).

Section 9002 «states this polity as follows:

"9002. It is hereby declared as a matter of legislative

determination:

(a) That the construction and naintcnahce m privately or

publicly ovned land of works for resource conservation is in

the general public interest and for the noneial public benefit.

lb) That the expenditure of state, county, city, district,

or other public funds that art available or nay bcaare avail—

able for planning, designing, or inplcnenting the above and for

the ounstructim or maintenance of such control or preventative

works on privately or publicly owned landed otnstiruies experw

diture for the general publlc benefit,"

Article 9, whidi outlines the powcrs cf the, oircotors, clearly spacers

the Directors WILh aumoritv to purchase or othoivose affect real piqierty

interests. Scctlons 3405 and 9405 enpover thr» Directors with authority to

enter into contracts, leases, and to hold and convey real property interests

for the Districts

Soction 9409 pernuts niretrnrs to nakc inwrrivzmznts or conduct operation

on public or leVritc lands mat, appending upon the nature of the uprovanents

or operations, could have a nattrial financial effect upon an interest in

real property.
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"9409. The directors awake ’mrovuiiehts or «induct

ogations on aublic lands, with the Cooperation of the agenql

administering and having iiirisdictim thurtof, and on private

lands, with the consent of the merg‘flcmofr, in furtherance

of the preventim or matrol of soil erosion, water consee

vation and distrimrion, agricultural cnhanoexretit, wildlife

enhanwnent, and erosion stabiiiratim, includlhm but not

limited to, tcrraoes, d\tchcs, levscs, and dams or other

structures, and the planting of trots, shrub. grasses. or

other Vegetationi"

section 9411 permits Directors to affect real property interests located

ouuide of the district through thc use of deiionstrational projects m lands

adjaoent to the 12mm

"9411. The directors may disseminate information relating

to soil and water ocxiservatiai and SIDSim stabilization,

and may conduct denionstratimal Ejects within or adjacznt

m, the district on puhiic land, with the tnnsent of the

agency adiiiinismring or having jurisdiction thereof, 3

on nriVatc lands, with the consent of the more thereof]

independcntly or in cooperation with tho untttd States, this

state or any political subdivision or public district thereofi

or any parsm."

Finally, Section 9412 gamers Directors to affect ma) property

interests through the rendering cf direct assistanot in the form of seeds,

plants, materiais, lahoz, mdiincry and equipitnt.

further, sui‘h assistance to him-tors is not prohioitcd, in fact, it is

expressly allwai. i5ec Section 9412)

"9412. V‘wyf‘iwfliiiirithe ‘ilxkE’nt gffitllcrg‘iggctozs it is g;

U18 benefit53319st”: Egg/Jig, they may give assistance

to privotgliindmhgig3 land or__iand magi within me

district iii Seeds,7£ldnts, materials and labor, REM loan

EELE‘LMSBE‘Li‘Eli‘WM“ or land Dewitt
auricultfll machinery gitthwnti No such assistance

shall be given or any such loans made unless the landam‘er

or 1and occupant receiving such aid or assistance agrees to

devote and use sane on his iands within the district in

furtherance of ohjcctivcs of the district and in accordanoe

with district plans or regulations ngEb‘sLmdimliha fact

91%. A? 13752 lflfi‘lflé’fl lWMK,§MJflflEflQ

max receive esietanoe or 133§<ngrj€fliLschjg

From me nhovr— discussion and stecifically from Section 9409 which appears

to permit longtsm Innrovrmmts um‘i Suk’t‘lon 9412 which provides for short term

Assistance, it \5 mm 1}' ixgipilont that Distru‘f him-tors have the power

to make decisions which couzd foresecahly have a material financial Effect

upon teal propirti, Latt‘n‘sti. Therefore, disrlosun‘ of 147111 property
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should propertly he required within a mnfllct of interest Coder

Finally, Government Code Section @7309 states:

"37309. lecuireiients for Approval, No conflict of interest

made or anendineit shall be approved by the oode reviewing body

or upheld by a court if it:

iai Fails to provide reasonable assurance mat a11 fore—

seeable Etentlal mnfllct of interest situations will he

disclosed or prevented: . ."

Based upon the above discussion, it is the staff's conclusim that a

odds for a Resource conservation District which failed m provide that real

pmperty interests he disclosed would he dei'icient pursuant be rioverriiiient

Code Sectim B7309iai and could not he agiroved.

Accordingly, the staff will Kemnmnd to the fair Political practices

crxiriiission, whidl is the code reviewing may f0r mum-county resourie

conservation districts, that interests in real property he discldsed by

resource conservation district direttcrs and other designated employees

when appropriate.

If i can he, of further assistance, punish call no at 916/32276444.

sincerely,

alfredo Flores

hesoarch Specialist

contlzot-i of interest uivision

AFunfn
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Dear Hri Spurenck:

amtc , am i‘n‘r (Wt
newt ami w. A.» mi minim h,
Rel/5219 ComLy “C’zmrri' lUnerfitiW “,‘rur. ‘ "will be W‘V‘rrwci‘i

n m w _ 1 m, mi
July 9, 1976 "Id ci-mirr or xvi-rat we gukflttcd (kt! raised

nth i ”mt: mm.
If the ham stat" ?:..~ Nnrwi‘l YVU’ Sivtz‘xl em 1i prvrzz’ul to

recormenu action by 11o \‘vmtlssjns w rm mu ‘uecr informed of

m ma Wt

If Comissinn staff ‘5 yvaercri 10 "Ccrmv x‘fi ucz‘fpumv‘r of an:

Code, we kuuid tiger-mine tom irdlireiun r trt noel 1 r

mooring“ n. or, W . i:
1 mm; (y at. in.

Sincerely,

/ W
i f

new r. em
mam new


