
James A. ::lcKe 
Ch f Assist.ant 
Office of the City 
City Hal 
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Fresno, CA 93721 

Dear Mr. McKelvey: 

SAC::ZAMEi'HO, 95304 ••• 1100 STREET aUiLDING, SAC;<Al'Att,nO, 958 4 

J11ne 1, 1 77 

Re: Opinion st No. 77-016 

Thank ypu for your letter of May 9, 1977 which you 
reques an opinion reg rdLDg fil requirements under C er 4 

f che 0 iClcal Reform Act. S ci:ic 1 ,you asked if GO'Jern-
t C S,2ction 84200 requires a city coun 1 eand ate t,,,ho is 

defeated in a general municipal election held on March 8 to file 
overlapping campaign statements if he again seeks election to 
the city council in a special municipal election held on May 31. 
Since your letter raises no substantial questions involving an 
interpretation of the Act, no formal opinion will be issued. 
However, I hope the following informal cornments will be helpful. 

Government Code Section 84200 requires candidates and 
committees supporting or opposing candidates to file campaign 
statements not later than 40 days and 12 days prior to the elec­
tion and not later than 65 days after the election. In addition, 
Section 84210 requires that each campaign statement shall con­
tain the total amount of contributions received and expenditures 
made during the period cove by the campaign statement. 

Consequently, a candidate who runs for office in a 
March 8 election as well as a May 31 election should file c aign 
statements as follows: 
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c n Sta terTleD t. 

1st Pre-,\larch 8 
Election 

2nd Pre-March 8 
Election 

1st Pre-May 31 
Election 

Post-March 8 
Election 

2nd Pre-May 31 
Ele!ii:tion 

Post-May 31 
Election 

Deadlir1 
Date 

Januar 27 

February 24 

April 21 

May 12 

r1ay 19 

August 4 

Period Covered 

?roD the closi~g date of 
the most rece~t campa n 
stateme~t or,. if a carn­
paign statement has never 
been filed, from the date 

tr l g 
~urrent c n r year 

,January 24. 

January 25 - F 

February 22 - April 18 

April 19 - May 5 

Ma 6- 16 

17 - 28 

The above schedule is applicable for candidates who 
run for office in both e ections. A candidate who runs for of­
fice only in the second election would file only the statements 
for that election and the period covered for the first statement 
would be from the closing date of the candidate's most recent 
campaign statement or, if the candidate had never filed a state-
ment, from the date the first reportable transaction during 
the current calendar year. 

When c tes and committees s or opposing 
candidates file according to' the above s Ie, they should keep 
two points in mind. First, all receipts and expenditures which 
occurred during a reporting period must be reported on the cam­
paign statement which ta s to that ad regardless of the 
fact that the receipts or expenditures may have been received or 
made in connection with dif ctions. See Government Code 
Section 84210. Second, the obI ation to cumulate contributions 
and expenditures over more than one ing pe terminates 
upon the fil of a ste tion statement. See Government 
Sections 84210 and 82018. 
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In your letter also ask l the ans~er to yo r 
first question would different respecting a candidate who 
completes his first campa n in a solvent condit with all 
his liabilities paid as opposed to a c ndidate who comple s 
his first campaign with a deficit which he hopes to retire 
from the proceeds of his second campaign. 
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prior to 
have been 
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s 

Secti 84205 provicles, 
to bE:": f 1 

203 m be 
closing date if 11 liabl ties 

paid and no addition 1 contri t 

r " OI tne 
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tures are anticipat C011Sequent I if a 
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filAC 
fil r 
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fies the requirements f Section 205, he or s may file a 
postelect On statement early and, if the statement is fled 
prior to April 18 (closing date for the first preelection 
statement for the second lection), the candidate's curnul 'Ie 

totals for the first election end, and subs ent filings 11 

not include receipts and expenditures in connection with the 
first election. 

I hope the above advice is he ful. If you 1:3ve any 
additional questions, pleas cntact John C. Greenwood of our 
staff. If you wish to a1 the denial of your opinion r~quest, 
you may do s pursuan t to 2 Ca 1. Ac1-:1. Cocle Sec t on 18321. 

~1B:JCG:jo 

Sincerely, ~ 

\- f) ,1 (2~ 
r.~\. 

~'1ichael Bennett 
Executive Director 


