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r\n nttteial my not .iwiitl disclosure of

gifts by rut-owing \ii/‘m tlllouqh a blind trust.

The staff decided in the epinier- (tailvst meeting of {4:397th

1977, to prxbvldo thv toliriwing naval Hl lt'npmfifiv to a question

ffém Mr. Nelson H714! $77011“ Mm WelS rtpreat-ntinq a City

CDUnCllman frDm {he Utdntu Cuunty rIrL'Il. Mr. NI’AISOH Indicated

that the City councilman anticigiited potential Criminal probe

Sems. Mr. Erlscn worldwrcd hhctlwr A lizzltll defense fund Could

be establish“! ln the {mm of \ ullm! trust so that the Council.

man would not have to x’twtuli (10'71Llons lo tile fund. Mr. Nelson

1ndicatud Uljt Krdsti‘ce wink} be bcuml to honor the ‘rusr and

that perhaps ashore mut‘) ta tinn statements swear-
ing not to dAI-L‘losu to the Couli‘llu‘nll that they h.id contributed .

to the fund, .

The staff concluded that it his r‘onil’nry tn the spirit of the

Act to permit a pmson to at‘il‘w ll the cfitablishment of a

blind trust which would frustriltt full disclosurel Therefore I

advised Mr. Nelson that Lhil iium Will“h he proposed was contrary

to the purposee ef the Act and would not he oermistiblc as a

means for avoiding disclosure.

The staff thouuht that t)!(' f<‘t}SOK\J\‘EL dilinenee standard operated

differently in this situation than it did in th“ spouse income

Situationi We [Live prt‘viously advised fllors that they must

disclose their spouse's Chants 0an ll thf‘y "know or have reason

to believe" that a person is a Chunt of their spousal We felt

that it would be unreasonable to require one spouse to seek

a court action against another spouse in order to acquire this

type of information. Howavt‘r, tm‘ staff did not think it was

unreasonable to require a poison to rcfusn u uitt if he did

not know the source of the gift. we thought that it was contrary

to the public policy of full disilutinle in Chapter 7 of the Po-

litical hoitrm Act to permit J public official to accept a gift

without knowing the sourcc particularly when the filer acquiesced

in the estatlishhoht of ii blind truer, for the specific purpose

of ovonilnq digilki<uf(?.
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