
BOX 807 • SACRAMENTO, K 

25, 1 7 

Honorable W. Chandler 
Santa Mon ca Munic Court 
1725 Main Street 
Santa Monica, CA o 01 

Dear Judge Chandler: 

This 11 serve to can 
versation of February 23, 1977, wh 
swers to the questions posed in your letter 
Your f st question involved potential 
based on the use of a bank t ard 
or Maste I informed you tha 

t if a credit card bill is pa 
cycle other words, no terest 

the u of the card would not create 
the olit cal orm On 

statute 

that if an 
11 

f I 
Act 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ADMINISTRATION 3225901 • 

Com missioll 
SACRAMENTO, 9581 

con-

tuation. 



Honorab Jo 

25, 97 

and that a gift lved on 
extraordinari h In icular, 
of $50 to $75 would income and not 
out that it is not necessary to clli~ul 
performing wedding ceremonies termine 

threshold is met. 

from 
the $250 report-

Your fourth quest ired about payments you 
receive from the Los les Employee ' 

to the 5' State Ret 
5 you the 

esl Retirement Board are not 
are "salary ... a ... 

th the of Government Code 

the 
not involve an 

is not a "business ent 

are not 
82030. 

Final , 
1 governmen 

tax refund would be 
would be income 
or more. 

the 

.. 

I bel 
stance of our tel 
ques Sf plea 

conver ion. 
do not hesitate to 

lects 
have any 

c-



CHAMBERS OF 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
S~~~TA :MONICA JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

..JOSEPH W. CHANDLER 
JUDGE 

1725 MAIN STREET 

SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA 90401 

February 7, 1977 

Fair Political Practices Commission 
State of California 
1100 K Street 
Sacramento, Ca. 95814 

Attention: Mr. Kenneth Finney, Director 
Legal Division 

Dear Mr. Finney: 

Pursuant to our telephone conversation of this morning, I am re­
questing advice fran you prrsuant to Section 83114 Government Cede, sub­
division b , as added by 1976 statutes. I know there is a time problem, 
but I hope that you can get the answers back to me prior to .March 1. 

1. Does my prrchase of gocds and/or services fran a can­
mercial establishment effected by my use of a bank 
credit card, e.g. Bankamericard or Mastercharge, involve 
a "loan" within the meaning of Section 82030 Government 
Cede and thus reportable by me? 

I would concede that apparently the receipt of cash by me directly 
fran my bank upon my presentment to the bank of my bank credit card for a 
cash advance would be a "loan" within the meaning of the above section. 
Likewise, apparently, a cash advance by my bank to my checking account, 
pursuant to a pre-existing agreement between the bank and me whereby the 
bank agrees to cover any checks written to carmercial establisl1rr:ents (up 
to a certain credit limit) whenever the balance in my account is insuffi­
cient to cover a particular check, is a "loan" within the meaning of 
Section 82030. An example of the latter is Security Pacific National 
funk's "Ready Reserve" account and Bank of California's "M::mey Check" 
account. 

2. Does my purchase of gocds am/or services fran a commercial 
establishment made via the establishment's charge account 
involve a "loan" within the meaning of Section 82030? 

Incidentally, you have informally rend.ered the opinion over the phone 
that the answer would be "no" to the question raised in each of the above 
two mnubered paragraphs. 
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3. Are fees for officiating at weddings re:rx>rtable as either 
gifts or incane when the weddings are performed on an 
occasional ba.sis, the fee charged in each instance (if 
not done without fee) is not dispro:rx>rtionate in my view 
to the time an:l expense in going to the weddin::J site, is 
in each instance more than $25.00 but considerably less 
than $250.00, although the total of said fees over the 
re:rx>rting pericrl is in excess of $250. OO? (I und.erstan:l 
fran you informally that your view is that they are not 
so re:rx>rtable und.er the conditions herein mentioned i that 
each weddin::J is discrete.) 

4. Are monthly payments to me fran the Los Angeles County 
Flnployees' RetirEment Board (fran previous County Employ­
ment) reportable as incane within the meaning of Government 
Ccrle Section 82030? (You have informally indicated it is 
not so reportable on the ground. that it ba.sically is 
"salary. . . received fran a state or local government agency" 
within the meaning of Section 82030 (b) (2) .) (Likewise, that 
the source of said payments is not an "investment" within 
the meaning of Section 82034 Government Ccrle because the 
County RetirEment Board is not a "business entity ". ) (Like­
wise, I und.erstar:d that my investment in the Judges' State 
Retirement Fund likewise is not an II investment" wi thin the 
meaning of Section 82034.) 

5 . Are Federal and State personal incane tax refund.s re:rx>rtable 
as "incane" within the meaning of the words "payment" or 
"reba.te"? (You have advised me informally that such refun:is 
are not considered as "incane II within the meaning of 
Section 82030.) 

6. Is "interest" paid to me by the Federal government for delay 
in effecting said refun:is, "incane" within the meaning of 
Section 82030? 

As mentioned above, I know there is a time problEm, but I would appre­
ciate your pranpt attention to this matter. 

~ours very truly, and hurriedly, 

Jw::::bj 


