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Debuluh L. Mm M11 HM

1507 Shctamentu .‘L,

Berkeley, or. 9414:

Dear .43. News“: v

”Han: ycl fu Kn: Lech; a! «meme: U, 3977

quuestlnq wit-mu: advyce mnu: HH‘ may: 'nallmu mounts-s

ments of the Polxnca) uttom A‘l. 3, partlrulnr, you have

asked whether on nwnatum to a fund ralsr‘r 59": in behalf

Df a "clearly ldentxntu" :tutr» cumulon- mm: m rcrrwlded

to the Fun pollncnl l‘rJCtj/y‘: Commlsglcw pursuant m Gov-

ernment Code Sectmn 54303,

Section anus toqulrus that a copy 0! ovary mass

Nai‘lng "In support a: or in Dpposltlnn to a state cardidaLe"

he forwarded tn tho comxssmn 37 Lhn sumo day that l: 13

mailed to the po‘hllf.‘ generally» The Commisslon has cons

cluded that the phrase “15 Support of a state candidate"

1: synonymous mth the concept of expressly advocating the

nomination or eificllan of a clearly ldentlfied Candidate, at:

deflned in 2 Cal. Adm. Code Sectxon ISZZMC). See (Ipxnion

requested by Ralph Juvmall, et al., 2 FPPC Opinions 110,

114 (No. 757015w“, at 31,, August I, 1976)u Accordingly, a

mass Malllnq mu be "m support ul" e clearly )defltlfled

Candldate, WlthH‘ the amanlng of Secrlon 84303, if It Con-

Laxns exprens word!) uf ad‘yucatl sum: as "vet: for," "(lectfl

"support," m M, token a: u wi'o‘r», 1t unjmblqunusly uqu>S a

particular result m at: ilnt'flon. sse 2 roll Adm. Code

Sectlan lflZZSU‘HZ‘y.
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unless (:thwm-n mLuI,
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idéntucal 3r uourlv mum 11:4: ‘1 1v? mlxl t‘éllt vill‘hlr. a

calendar :ront‘” >92 .‘J‘u‘vrv‘w‘nr l'mw :24UM.‘.; 2 \al. l‘dwv.

Curie Factlnn l‘WLAI.



Deborah Ev Mcl‘ariand

September 2‘, 1977

page do

After (cue‘ninq the Hyman" invitations L0 fund

, raisers that you forwarded to us, the stair has concluded

that, taken as a whole, such inthatiOnS do unambiguousiy

urge a particular result in an elPCLAOH. An invitation Le a

candidate's Fund raiser cvidenoeo Hm Sponsors' support ot

the Candidate who will benefit from the fund raiser and

necessarily involves .3 rfiquest DV (ht! sponsors that others

also support the candidate. Accordingly, we think that

‘typical' imitations to Eund raissrs contain the type or

"support” contemplated by Section 34305 and, therefore, must

be forwarded to the commission it the other requirements of

that provision axe satisfied. 7

If you have any further questions, please do not

heszitate to contact mar

Signereljfl \ 4

film {Rf/\Xuio

Sta” (huh-1591

KHszlh
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1537 $ilcramento Street

Berneicv, Calif. 91+?le _‘

\ Septemoer 1“. l977

Fair Pulitica: Fractices Cummissicn

1100 K strect

Sacramento. Calif. 9581M

i an engaged in compiling state requirements with regard

to mass mailings. In this regard, I have been specifically asked about

requirements concerning invitations to fundraising events.

I believe that the requirements are clear as to when

identification of the sender is required. however, the requirement

that state candidates must send a copy to the Commission is here

duestionahly applicable. The "typical" invitations certainly address

themselves to "clearly identified candidates." however, whether or not

such invitations "clearly advocate the nomination, election or defeat"

or "a particular result in an election" when taken as a whole, is, at

best, a borderline decision. Moreover, the requirement's purpose

(deterring or Biposing to public scrutiny dishonest or malicious allegations)

would not seen to be served when such an invitation is restricted to the

"typical" language of fundraising invitations. Therefore, 1 would

suggest that the second requirement of § 83mm should be inapplicable

to the "typical" invitation Such as those attached.

i would vary mch appreciate receiving an informal opinion

addressing this question.

lhanh you.

sincerely,

WK malted
Deborah L McFarland

«While a "typical" invitation is perhaps an illusory concept

most invitations are estricted to information about who the event is for.

when and where it will he held, contribution amount, notable participants,

supporters or individuals who will attend. etc. 1 have enclosed several

examples of invitations which I believe are "typical."


