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(B) Possesses no authority with re ct to 
agency decision beyond the rendition of informa­
tion, advice, recommendation or counsel. 

receives no retainer from the agency. He is available 
to services to purely on an hoc sis, 
and s etings only upon ific request of the Boar • 

performs legal services at the request of the agency 
is urly basis. He has no real or rent authority 
to act on f of e or bind it to a cific course of 

t n. Accardi ly, we cannot concl that attar is a 
"consultant" within the meaning of the regulation hence is 
not sect to the prohibitions of Government Code Section 87100. 

u ish to esent us with more detail facts 
conc rni situtation or have further questions, please 1 
fr to call me at (916) 322-6444. 

Sincerely, 

~t», 
Kenneth W. Gos rn 
Research peci ist 



Mr. Daniel Lowenstein, Chairman 
Fair Political Practices Commission 
Conflict of Interest Division 

J Street, Suite 522 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Mr. Lowenstein: 

October 22, 1976 

As Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Sacramento Area Economic 
Opportunity Council, I would appreciate receiving an opinion. 

The local press has raised a question of conflict of interest with 
respect to the services of the SAEOC Legal Counsel. Mr. James Long is 
retained by the agency and has represented us in numerous legal proceedings. 
The press has raised the issue of conflict of interest because Mr. Long 
represented Mr. John Robinson in a bankruptcy case and also represented the 
agency in a personnel litigation in which Mr. Robinson was one of the 
defendents. 

To the best of my ~~owledge the bankruptcy resulted from financial 
problems encumbered prior to his employment by SAEOC. The personnel liti­
gation involved allegations by one Alice Coburn that she was terminated 
owing to her accusations of alleged fiscal improprieties involving Mr. 
Robinson. Subsequent to her allegations, her firing, and her loss in 
court, Mr. Robinson was indicted and convicted of embezzlement. 

Mr. Long believes there was no conflict of interest. An opinion is 
desired. We, the Board of Directors, would appreciate an opinion as 
quickly as possible so that we may put the matter to rest one way or the 
other. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Malcolm Richland 
White Oak Court 

Sacramento, CA 


