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· CIS-X ~fP'ff GARDEN GROVE, CALIFORNIA 
J." ~Ul 39 1 A CAe I A PAR K WAY, GAR DEN G R 0 V E, CAL I FOR N I A 92640 

OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 
(714) 638-6881 

January 7 I 1977 

Fair Political Practices Conmission 
P. o. Pox 807 
Sacramento, California 

RE: Request for Opinion 

Gentlemen: 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 83114 of the Government Code 
and in accordance with the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act 
adopted pursuant to said section, I am hereby requesting on behalf of 
Mayor Tilman Williams I an opinion concerning a conmission fee paid under 
the circumstances described in :rqy letter dated December 3, 1976, attached 
hereto. 

The noney was sul:Ini tted to the City as described in :rqy December 3rd 
letter, after the City had actually purchased the property. Mayor Williams 
did not negotiate the purchase of the property with City officials nor did 
he or his office participate in any negotiations regarding the property after 
he withdrew. For purposes of the opinion, it may be assumed that the facts 
stated in :rqy December 3rd comnunication directed to Mayor Williams are correct. 

Based on the info:r:ma.tion provided in :rqy Decernber 3rd conmunication and 
this letter, under Proposition Nine: 

(1) Is Mayor Tilman Williams entitled to receive any or a portion of 
the rroney paid which is presently in a trust account? 

(2) Is the representative of Mayor Williams' private business office 
who was involved in carrying out a portion of the initial listing, entitled 
to receive any portion of the rroney described herein under either of the tv;o 
corrlitions: (a) that no portion is paid to the Mayor or his office; and 
(b) that a portion of said conmission is paid to the Mayor or his office? 

(3) If neither the Mayor or representative of his business office are 
entitled to receive any of the funds derived, is the City of Garden Grove 
enti tied to retain any portion of the rroney and if not, to wrom is the rroney 
recruired to be paid or returned? 



Fair Political Practices Commission 
Page 'Tho 1/7/77 

Mayor Williams w::>uld like to appear and be present in the event a 
hearing is held in connection with the issuance of an opinion and in the 
interest of economy, w::>uld request that, if JX)ssible, such a hearing take 
place in Southern California. 

EL:rres 
ERIC LAUTERER 
City Attorney 



CITY OF GARDEN GROVt:::., CALiFORNiA 
1 1 39 1 A CAe i A PAR K IN A Y, GAR 0 ENG R 0 V E, CAL I FOR N I 1\ 92 64 0 

OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 
(7i4) 638·6881 

December 3, 1976 

I:bnorable J. TiLman Williams, lfi..ayor 
City of Garden Grove 
11391 Acacia Parkt.vay 
Garden Grove, california 92640 

RE: Real Estate Comnission - Garder. Grove Blvd. 
N::>rthwest ·corner at EUclid 

Dear ~'!ayor Williams: 

In accordance wit.~ our conversation held in my office, I am provid­
ing the following infonnation regarding the a1:ove sale 2m in pr-:rrtiC'tllar, 
your status in connection wit.~ the receipt of any sum or corrmission related 
thereto. 

You advised me that the City pas received a Ch2Ck signed by Genevieve 
c...."Osby M3.rcroft Trade payoble to ~el]j.J~~.ortga9"e and lcJan 19 .. coIT1pa;."'1Y 
located in the City of Garden Grove .. ·;hich you()~~n: It is my 1l.11derstar:.ding 
th8~checkwasSubmitted to you in connection with the .:;ale of property 
located at the oorthvlest corner of E":..1clid and Garde..'1 Grove :Boulevard in 
the Cit;y of Garden Grove and :rrore particularly, Parcel N::>. 64, Project No. 
148. 

As I understand the circumstances you relate, sometime dur,ip.~the 
periexl of time you ~vere runl1.i...'1g f0J:" .. election ~gf Nayor in the city of C-arden 
Grove prior to l1arch 9, 1976 I you cafe in "contact "\vi th an individual as a 
part of your m:rnal business solicitation, \"ho represented t"'1e ovmer of t~e 
parcel. The parties at that time "t·;ere Ir.c.de aT"rare yo1,l \~-erein i:1}e realesta,te 
business and ~tially asked if YQlJ, might be able to helpwit.~ t'le sale of 
said '"property as "a part of your p:l.ufessional activTEles:" 

TfI.ereafter I fo110w:hrE.t!1§.~e::-Q.on, t.he Par:-ti~~~"t§l~EmIl~YQ1:.J. to 
reuind you of t1-:eir desire to ... use your. services-andyoUJ:;" corrpany.listed on 
exclusive multiple listing, t.he iIgnfdfu sell the pro~....rty by yourself as 
",;:jeIi as agents ~;or]r..ing for you at'1d did take steps mr,'lards Irarketing and 
selling b'-le property. 
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lTior to any actual sale, t1::e rratter \'lasP1:Pught to the attention of 
this office'airl J ~~ct!i~~~2~c?:E<:l2?i:~t:Jal cgD!Jj, .. Qt e..,'{isting by virtue of 
ProfQsition Nine which establishes C-{)verrlfnent Code Sections 81000 through 
81014. I .ir>.dicated that because of the California r-olitical Refonn Act 
encol11passed tl-i2rein and provisions of the conflict of interest required by 
ProfQsition Nine, it appo--ared D.~t a CC?nfJ,iQt.did .. exi.st .. thatc!:'2~s1.I1Qt 
a'Llthorize you to carry on and transfer propert:-j on beha:Lf of the o;jI1.er~pr 
'receive comnissi6ri.t.here£or. ... ...... ........ . ".. . ........ . 

Based on my advise, Y9.u i·n :t1;dr8'.v .:t:QlJ£ ... ~s.:h~.§l:::E:!J.:i2t"419.§£:Q . .¥91:l. ~d 
. your agent had no further prccessi.I'"lg of the sale of this property. Ul ti-
~··miteIYthepropert~F ~ya£ta:cqu:rr~=I:ij="~~9Jt.Ylli a:mnection with the redevelop­

ment project ar~~"""li"me:re3fter, the prior mvners I;vno sold to the City for-
war.<=!ed ~.cQ.h~ls_mg.g~ .. payable· to your co.mpany, Satellite·i~ortgageancrLOan, i.I1 the a.rrount of $4200 .,c .. ~ .. ~~ ..... ~.~~ .. 

It is my understard.:L'!g t.D..at the .check_i.l1 t1-re &"TOunt of $4200, vlhich 
represents one-half of the origir.al ccrrrnission dt.:e your compa:w, as the 
resul t of your exclusive agreernent to sell, \vas J.Q,~.@£g~~J:g .. sYQJ:ltbJ;'g1,lgJ::Lfu~ 
9:!:Y. This action v,'Cl.S taken py 1~.l~£:;;:oft~:'i!~.J::l:p1,lgh~Yc?}l~hCl.d \·,i:l:bdr~\VQ, 

--~ inw,ri9Jlg, ... ,her . legal resF:Qr§ . .:1Pili t:y as concen1 i ng .. this propert<.l on the basis 
oIadvice pr()vlde:crby~'"£SIs office: ~~~~ .. ~~.m~~-_~. . ... . ... 

Because of the initial ad"lice given by this office and because of the 
provisio!1s contained in ProfQsition Ni..'!e rele"J'ant to conflict of interest, 

'~~~~i~~?~~~~~~fF~~;~~;;~f;r:a=££~t~~l:Dffi~jI1Jjer~~~~ces 
where you cal1J."'Dt obtain any fu .. -:d.s or interest there::m wit.'lout a signature of 
a city representative, to wit, the City Controller appearing thereon. In the 
interim, at your request, I am tr21I".s:mitting a letter stating the factual cir­
CUTSTIhiCeS to the Fair Political Practi~es COmT~ssion for the purpose of 
obtaining ~~q!l~f:r;.ont ... that.~~Qy~~§ __ t2 ... ~1=::":::'-.l~i!;;:Lw£U£'I:L.2E:Y2~ .... ~~~t 
~~.L_.£?ta~g .... cmYJ;QJ;:tiQ.n.<2~ .. t:.~e anount ~().l:\~-a:cg~ to you. 

Should you have any further question, please contact me. I am fonvard­
ing copies to all persons lis ted bela,.;. 

EL:mes 
cc: City .f.'R'1ager 

City Council Hembers 
District Attorney 
Assemblyrran Robinson 
The Register 
The Ne\vs 
City Controller 

~~ 
ERIC IAUTERER 
City Attorney 
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~l TELLlTE REALTY & INVESTMEMT CO. 
P.O. Box 1538 • 123 II Harbor Blvd. 

114 Mile South of Disneyland 
GARDEN GROVE, CALIF, 92640 

(714) 750-4333 

FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION 
P.O. BOX 807 
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95804 

ATTENTION~ MR. ALFREDO FLOREZ 

Rl158 
1/20/77 

REFERENCE: REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION ON THE NW CORNER OF 
EUCLID AVE. AND GARDEN GROVE BLVD: IN THE 
CITY OF GARDEN GROVE, CALIFORNIA 

Per our phone conversation today, I am enclosing the following 
documents (copies) 

1. listing takened 7/23/76 

2. Letter to Mrs. Marcroft dated 9/13/76 

3. Letter from Mrs. Marcroft dated 10/27/76 

4. Copy of News Paper 

I was mistaken when I told you today that I voted as a 
Redevelopment Commissioner as that action was taken before 
I became Mayor. 

I did vote to purchase the property 9/20/76 as Mayor and 
member of the Garden Grove City Council. 

I was shocked when you asked the question if I was Black. I 
assumed you meant if I was a Negro. Because of your name and 
because my secretary Mary Terrazas was sitting next to me, thus 
my answer, Not even a Mexican. In our Real Estate and Insurance 
office we treat all people alike whether they are Black, White, 
Red or Yellow and I am sure you run your office the same way. 
The next time you are in our area please drop by. If you 
have any other questions p ase call. 

J. Tilman Williams ,db 
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SATELLrg~EALTY & INVESTMEMT co. 
P.O. Box 1538 • 12311 Harbor Blvd. 

1 I4 Mile South of Disneyland 
GARDEN GROVE, CALIF. 92640 

(714) 750-4333 

FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION 
P.O .. BOX 807 
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95804 

ATTENTION: MR. ALFREDO FLOREZ 

Rl158 
3/21/77 

REFERENCE: REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION ON THE NW CORNER OF 
EUCLID AVE. AND GARDEN GROVE BLVD: IN THE 
CITY OF GARDEN GROVE, CALIFORNIA 

I know the Fair Political Practices Commission is very busy 
investigating all the corruption in false claims, improper 
statements and unlawful contrubutions made by many elected 
officials and many that were not elected. 

It has been several months since we talked on the phone and 
you said that I did nothing wrong, but the commission would 
have to review it. 

On our conversation I told the Garden Grove Boys Club that 
they could have $1,000.00 and I told the Garden Grove Girls 
Club that they could have $1,000.00, the balance of t ~ 
money $2,200,,00 will be given to other youth organizations. 

I would like to get an answer in writing as you know the Dollar 
is getting smaller every day as prices rise and inflation 
increases" 

Thank you for your prompt attention. 

CC: GARDEN GROVE CITY ATT 
CC: 

ORANGE COUNTY EVENING 
13261 CENTURY BLVD. 
GARDEN GROVE, CALIF" 

Ted Krec 

Williams 

c: THE REGISTER 
625 N. GRAND 
SANTA ANA, CALIF. 92701 

Steve Eddy 
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