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July 18, 197?!

“Kids Muriel h. Poster

Treasurer Pro—Tern

California State Central. committee

of the American party

5738 Woodleiqh Drive

carmichael. California 95605

near "155 Foster:

This letter will confirm our telephone conversation of Jnlv 15, 1979.

You stated at that time that the American Party of California had

sponsored a fundraising dinner for Propolition 13 on May 13, 1978.

you also stated that a Committee for special svents (a subcommittee

composed of members of your party) received all funds designated

for the dinner and made all payments for expenses incurred in con»

nection with the dinner. Additionally, any not income which may

have heen realised from the sale of the tickets for the dinner was

retained by the committee. You have. asked whether you, as treasurer

for the American Party, have an obligation to file as a committee

under the Political Reform Act due to your sponsorship us this event.

Government Code Section 52013 defines a Committee in relevant part as:

”...any person or combination of persons who

receives contributions or makes expenditures or

contributions for the purpose of influencina or

attempting to influence the Action of the voters

for or anainst the nomination or election of one

or more candidates, or the pudsaqe or defeat of

any measure, includino any committee or subcom-

mittee of a political party, whether national

state or local, if:

(a) Contributions received total five hundred

dollars ($500) or more in a calendar year."

Government code Section 94100 requires that every "person"£/ which

qualifiafi as a Recipient Committee as a result of raceivino ssuo or

nose in a calendar year must have a treasurer who has an opliqation

to register with the Secretary of state on hehalf of the committee.

l7éo‘xie'rnm'e‘nt Code Section 32047: "Person” mean: an individual, pros

nrietorship, firm, partnership, joint venture, syndicate. husiness

trust, company, corporation, association, committee, and any other

organization or group of persons actinq in concarri
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If you, as treasurer of the American Party, do not receive an account—

ing of the funds received 01’ Event by t‘Ie Committee for Special Events

chaired by Wilma Shirley the Party need not resistor a! s cummittes

under the law simply hecause it sponsored the event. If the Committee

Ear Special Events, however, chooses to provide you with an accounting

and other substantiatino records pertaining to the event, the Comittee

for Special Events may then assume the role of the Party's "ancht'fi/

and the party will therefore assume the reportino ubiiqation. If the

Committee for Special Events is not ”agent" of the Party, they may qual*

ity as a recipient committee (under Government code Section woman

with an obligation to reqister with the Secretary of State‘s Office

and file campaign statements.

1i tailure to report information required hy the law may make the non~

repertine entity subject to tines or other nenaltiss as outlined in

the Political Refum Actl

Very truly yours,

secina siciliane-kutchins

Technical Assistance procrem

Coordinator

37556931?ch code so’c’tion 34100 (c) in relevant part: “All contributions

received by a person actinc as an scent of a committee shall he reported

promptly hy the recipient to the committee's treasurer or any of his

designated agents. "Promptly" as used in this section means not later

than five days before the closing date of any campaign statement required

to he filed hy the treasurer, and immediately if the contribution was

received less than five flavs before the closing date. All contributions

shall be segregated from and may not he commincled with any personal

funds of the recipient or any other person."

cc: Halls a. Shirley, State chairman
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July 18, 1919 ’

Miss Muriel A. Poster

Treasurer Pro-Ten

California State Central Committee

of the American Party

5738 Woodleiqh Drive

Carmichael, California 9560!

Dear Miss Poster:

This letter will confirm our telephone conversation of July 15. 1978.

You stated at that time that the American Party at California had

sponsored a fundraisina; dinner for Proposition 13 on May 13, 1973.

You also stated that a Committee for Special Events (In subcanlnittee

composed of members of your party) received all funds designated

for the sinner and made all payments for expenses incurred in con—

nection with the dinner. Additionally, any net income which may

have bean realized from the sale of the tickets for the dinner was

retained by the committee. You have asked whether you, as treasurer

for the American Party, have an obligation to filo as a committee

under the Political Reform Act due to your sponsorship of this event.

Government Code Section 32013 defines a Committee in relevant part as:

"Hull-1y person or combination of persons who

receives contributions or makes expenditure: or

contributions for the purpose of influencing or

attempting to influence the action of the voters

for or against the nomination or election of one

or more candidates, or the passage or defeat of

any measure, including any committee or subcom-

mittee of a political party, whether national

state or local, if:

(a) Contributions received total live hundred

dollars ($505!) or more in a calendar year."

Government Code Section 34100 raqnirua that every 'persoh'l/ which

qualities as a Recipient Caumittae as a result of receiving $500 or

more in a calendar year must have a treasurer who has an obligation

to register with the Secretary of State on behalf of the committee.

l7Government Code Section 82047: "Person” means an individual, prov

ptietorship. firm, partnership, joint venture, syndicate, business

trust, company, corporation, association, committee, and any other

organization or group of persons actinq in concert.
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If you, as treasurer of the American Party, do not receive an sccount~

ing of the funds received or spent by the comittee tor Special Events

chaired by Wilma shirley the Party need not register as a committee

under the law simply because it sponsored the event. If the committee

for Special Events. howevery chooses to provide you with an accounting

and other substantiatinq records pertaining to the event. the Committee

to: Special Events may then assume the role of the Party's "agent";/

and the party will therefore sssune the reporting obligation. It the

committee for Special Events is not “agent" of the Party, they may goal»

izy as a recipient committee (under Government code section 82013(a))

with an obligation to register with the Secretary or State's office

and file campaign statements.

A failure to report intomtlon required by the low may make the non-

reporting entity subject to fines or other penalties as outlined in

the Political Reform Act.

very truly ersr

Regina Siciliano—xutchins

Technical assistance Program

coordinator

Z760vernment code section meow) in relevant part: "A11 contributions

received by a person acting as an agent of a committee shall be reported

promptly by the recipient to the committee's treasurer or any a! his

designated agents. "Prmnptly" as used in this section means not later

than five days before the closing date of any campaign statement required

to be filed by the treasurer, and immediately if the contribution was

received less than five days before the closing date. all contributions

shall be segregated tron and may not be cominqled with any personal

funds of the recipient or any other person."

cc: Marie A. Shirley, stats chairman
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June 29,1973

Miss Muriel Al Foster

Treasurer pro—ran

California State Cantral

CDmmittEe of the American Party

5733 WuodlEigh Drive

Carmichael, CA 95608

Dear Miss Foster:

Thank you for your letter of June 22 concerning political

body sponsorship of a fund raising dinner in connection with

a statewide initiative petition.

There is no restriction on whether a political body can

sponsor fund raising events for political purposes, and no

requirmnent that a political body file papers IEquesting

approval of the event with a public agency. Therefore, there

appears to be no question of the legality of holding the

event referred to in your letteri

There is, however, a question of whether the sponsors of the

Evant have incurrad reporting duties under the Political Reform

Act of 1914. The money appears to have been raised in support

or opposition to a statewide initiative measure. Government

Code 82013(a) defines 3 "Recipient committee" that incurs

reporting duties as one whose "contributions received total

five hundred dollars or more in a Calendar yearn"

The issue at this point involves questions of whether a

reporting duty has been incurred, and if so, which body has

the duty of reporting (is it the "American Party" or the

"Committee for Special Event"), and what filing deadlines

apply.

-‘.
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Miss Muriel at Foster

Page 2

June 29, 1973

I am sending a copy of your letter to the Technical

Assistance Division of the Fair political Practices

commission, which will be able to assist you with potential

reporting requirements

Very truly yours,

WILLIAM Ni DURLEY

Assistant to the secretary of state

Elections and Political Reform

RICHARD a. mess

Legal counsel

Elections and political Reform

RBM:dk
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June 22. 1978

Secretary or state

Elections Division

111 Capitol Mall

Sacramento. California 95811;

Ame Mr. IIIaness

Elections Counsel

Dear Mr. Maneasl

This is to coniirm my telephone call this date for an appointment

regarding a Clarification on the matter of a political body and/or

party sponsoring a fund raising event in support of an initiative

measure.

Enclosed tor the record is a copy of the flyer issued for this

Purpose.

On may 8, 1976 I called Mr. Arnold's Office on this and was referred

to the Elections Division and subsequently to someone in your office

The information given me at that time on the phone was in effect;

"There is nothing in the Elections Rerorm Act making it illegal for

a political party to sponsor a fund raising event in support of an

Initiative Measure. However. it is required that the Committee in

charge of the event must file a report with the Secretary of State as

to the amount a! the funds raised when the amount is over $ 500.50".

Your cooperation in providing this information in writing is requested

as the authority needed for the Committee's compliance as a record

for our files and will be greatly appreciated.

Thank you.

sincerely yours,

W4fer/67v

Muriel A, Foster -(Miss)

Treasurer Pro—Ten

California state Central Committee

of the American Party

Enclx Dinner Flyer
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:‘é. CALIFORNIA STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF

3‘ V I;

AMERICAN PARTY OF CALIFORNIA SPONSORS FUND-RAISING DINNER

FOR PROPOSITION 13

Senator Hotel Empire Room

12th and L SUeets, Sacramento, CA 95314

Phone (916) 442-5081

Honoring

HOWARD JARVIS PAUL GANN

GUEST SPEAKERS

Saturday Eve-rung. May 13, 1973

NasHost CotkIaIl Hour — 6-30 p.m

Prime Rlb Dmner — 730 pm

COME HAVE fUN AND HEAR THE TRUE FACTS ON PROPOSITION 731

Donation s25

DINNER trsrmttoss must [it POSVMARKED N0 lAIER mm MAY 1, tors

in noon at Pivkmg a! mm nndL

BECAUSE OF I’HE POPULARITY 0F PROVOSIIION 1] AND ITS AUTHORS, SIATING IS [XTRIMEW LIMITED

5er roe YOUR RESERVAYIONS TODAVI

Drum «n dot to

WIlma ShIVIey, chairman

Committee 40! Spectal Events

2504 Hernando Road, Sacramento, Ca 95525

(Make thetks pdvsze to Commune-e tot Spenal Eventt

EntIosed 37donaIIan 4525 donatmn pe-r pennnI Im 77. H7 Irsevvzunns lay AMERICAN

PARYV Dmner IL‘iluImg Mowatd liwis and ram Gill" is honored speakers,

Name77pm"t I , , ._.,._.7

Address,7on,7

Coumy 77 ,, ,7, 7, , ,7 , 2”,, 7,

u undetsund I ran tut-It up my woken at the door)

I (innot attend, nowetet, eanosed I5:7to hem assure the sums oI Proposmon u

PEOPLES ADVOCATE, (/0 P 0 Box 41552, Sacramento, CA 95341


