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April 6, 1978
Jack B. Frankel - &{/" lé¢ 3
Executive Officer ' ;f ‘ )

Commigsion on Judicial
Performance

3018 State Building

San Francisco, CA 94102

Dear Mr., Prankel:

The Fair Political Practices Commission has received your
letter dated March 28, 1978, reguesting an opinion or letter of ad-
vice on whether the Commission on Judicial Performance ("Commission")
is covered by the provisions of the Political Reform Act ("Act").
Since your letter does not present a substantial guestion of inter-
pretation, we are responding by a letter of advice rather than a
formal opinion.

g2

With the exception of the disclosure requirements imposed
orn ;w&@e* of courts of record by Government Code Section 87200m/, the
provisions of the Act do not apply to "the courts or any agency in
the judicial branch of government.” Section 82049,

From a review of the constitutional provisions establish-
ing the Commission, Article VI, Secticns 8 and 18, as well as a
cursory reading of several cases involving the Commission, we con-
clude that the Commission is an agency in the judicial branch of
government. Conseguently, it 1s not covered by the Act. 8Specifi-
cally the Commission is not an "agencv" within the meaning of the
Act., Sections 82003 and 82049. Accordingly, the Commission is not
required to adopt a Conflict of Interest Code. Section 87300. Simi-
larly, the members and employees are not “"public officials," Section
82048, and are not ;mbjoot to the QQnﬁldl disqualification provisions

set forth in Sections 87100, : Qf course , mewwers of the Com-
mizsion who are judges of courts

4 )
) 1/ a11 further statutory references are to the Government
< Code .
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Section 872002/ o file Statemonts of Economico Inte
income, interests in real property and investments.,

rests disclosing

This letter constitutes written advice pursuant to 2 Cal.
Adm. Code Section 18329, 1t vou have any questions, please feel
frec to contact me.

Sincoerely,

xfjlﬂ Vi ea (iﬁf ng bt //

Barbara Campbell
Counsel
Legal Division

BC:io

2/ When the Act was approved initially in 18974, there
was no requirement in Section 87200 that judges file Statements

of BEconomic Interests, That requirement was added by the Legislature

in 1976, (Stats. 1976, Ch. 129.)
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