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Dear \lr. Shapiro:

Thank you for your letter of October 4, 1973, inquiring

about the requirement of the Political Reform Act that

attorneys disclose the names of their clients from whom they

have received 51,000 or more.

Government Code Sections 82030 and 57207 require an

attorney who owns lat or greater interest in his law firm to

disclose the name of every person who paid fees to the firm

if the attorney's pro rata share of fees from such person

equals or exceeds $1,000. The requirements of Sections

82030 and 37207 are not directly applicable to planning

commissioners, but if a planning commissioner is covered by

3 Conflict of Interest Code, it is likely that the Code

contains a disclosure requiremen: identical to or quite

similar to the provisions of Sections 82030 and 87207.

The legality of client disclosure is currently in litl~

Qatlon in a case called Hayes V. Wood (SJ. No. 23830?. The

case was argued before the Caliform Supreme Court on Sthember 7!

l97Ey and a decision from the Court is expected within the

next few monthsi The Hayes v. wggq case raises two basic

issues: first, whether attorneys can be required to disclose

clients at all; and. second, it they can be required to

disclose clients, can the threshold for disclosure of clients

be lower for attorneys then it is for persons who engage in

other businesses. This second issue arises because Section

37207 requires fiisclosare at the $1,000 level only for attorneys

and brokers. All others must disclose clients or customers

only at a $10,000 level.
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As (a: as enforcement authority 1: concerned, district

attorneys and elected any attorneys are the tivil and criminal

prosecutors fcvr violatxons of the Political Reform Act at

the local level. See Government Code Sections 91001, 91001.5.

In addition, any person residing in the relevant jurisdiction

may bung a cxvil action to vindiczte reporting wnlacsons

Of the Act‘ Government Code Sections 91003, 91004. However:

if civil damages are sought, the plaintiff must first make a

demand on the clvfl prosecutor to bring suitr Govermuent

Code Section 91.007.

Thank you for yuur interest in the Conflict of interest

provisions of the Political Reform Act of 1974. If I Can be

of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to Call

me‘

Sincerely, ,

4 n: _

x x’; {r‘ I
Lee C‘ Rosenthal

Huerta:

Legal Division

Lz‘Rszn
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