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June 14, 1978

Chaze Morgan, President 4?
Citizens to FProtect Point Conception

523 West Sixth Street, Suite 728

Los Angeles, CA 90014

Pear Mr. Movgan:

The Fair Political Practices Commission hasgs received
your lebtter reguesting an opinion or advice. Since your
letter ralges no substantial guestion, a formal opinion will
not be issced.

Citizens to Protect Point Concepoelion {(YCitizans")

ﬁplﬁﬁhfﬁdlj a full page advertisement in the ¥Mav 16, 1978,
issue of many state newspapers. The advertiszement concerned
the issue of liguefied natural gas. The advertisement specifi-
cally focused on 5.B. 1081, which became effective on September 17,
1977. That bill prescribed the exclusive method fur detarminirg
the location of a liguefied natural gas terminal. The adver-
tisement also guestioned some portions of a public relations
agency's report cutlining strategies for influencing various
public officials with decision-making responsibilities under

% S.B. 1081. The advertisement asked for a delay in the imple-
mentation of the provisions of that bill. The close of the
advertisement urges readers to call Governor Brown to find
out. "what the hell is going on?"™ Telephone numbers in northern
and southern California are provided.

You have asked whether Citizens has incurred any
reporting obligations as a result of this advertisement.

& _
Government Code Section 86108(b)S requires that
disclosure reports be filed if an individual spends 5250 or
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" Although the close of the advertisement identi-

fies "Citizens Against Government Dumbness” and names specific
persons, you advised me in a June 9, 1978, telephone conversa-
tion that Citizens paid [or the entire advectiszment.
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=  All Furthevr statutory references are to the

Covernment Code,
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Chase Morgan, President
June 14, 1975
Pacpe Lwd

more in a calendar month to influence legizlative or adminis-
trative action. One of the ways of influencini such action
i5 by making payments "for or in conneciticon wich scliciting
Gr urging other persons to anter into direct communication
with any elective state cfficial ..." I Section B2d4S{el. ]
Influencing leglislative or administrative actiorn is defined
in Bection 82032 to be "promoting, supnorting, influencing,
motdifyving, opposing or delaving any legislative or adminis-
trative action ..."

The effect nf the advertisemant is to encouraqe
legislative action that will delay the specific procedur
established by 5.B. 1081 There F?"u the advertisement 1s an

attenpt to influence JeudeahluF action vnder Section 82045(e}.

Because the advertisement was one full page, and ran in
numerous newspapers throughout the state, 1 assume the cost
will exceed $250. Citizens will have to file a Form 650 by
the end of June disclosing its payments fovr the ¢osts of
developing, printing and publishing the advertlisemant.
Howaver, the compensation of any employes whe spends less
than 10% of his or her compensated time devoted to agtivities
urging others ko communicate directly with ofiicials need
not be ingluded as a payment to influence leglslation,
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2 Cal. Adm. Code Section 1BE21{al{4).

For vour information, I am enclosingy a copy of
Form 650 and an instructicon manual. I hope this advice will
he of assistance. If you have anv questions, please contact
e .
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