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William ’1“ Rozell, Jr. 1

Consultant

Senate Subcummittee

on Comunlcat‘lona

brate Caplcol

Sabramentfi, Callfornia 55814

Dear Mr. Rozell:

This is in respanse to your letter dated March 8.

197B, cancel-rung mass wallinga sent by Senators after they

have filed their declarations of candidacy. you speciflcally

referred to situaticns where mare than 199 letters are sent

by Senators in reaponse to written requests by constituents

for infomafiion.

Government Code Section agonll/ states "[nlD-Hmass

mulling shall be sent at publlc vzxpenSe oy,..any EIEcted state

Officer after tha Elected state Offi Co: has filed a declaration

of Candidacy for any office." The Fair Political Practices CORP

misnion has defined mass mailing, as It pertains ta Sectlon 89001,

by regulatxon, 2 Call Adm. Code SECCJOn 18901, A copy of that

regulation is enclosed. A mass mailing, [or purposes of 89001,

is 200 or more )dentlcal or nearly identical pieces of mail lent

in one calendar monm to persons in Hir‘ dlscncc or jdrlsdiction

in which the officer has filed a dm'lararion of Candidacy, See

2 Call Adm, Code Section 1890111)).

The regulation goea on to exclude certain types of

mailings from the definition of “legislative newsletter or other

mass mailing." Among those 9xcluded raillngs are ones "sent in

response to written Correspondence. petitions, oral inqulnes,

or opecluc requests, lncludirg»reguesus contained ln cougons.‘

2 Cal. Adm. Code section lBQfllUfltl). (Emphasis added. NI:

subuectlon excludes responses such as thoue you described Exam

y All uther statutory :usoxonoos are to the Government

Code unless otherwise noted.
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the pmmbnmn contalnsd m Fortmr worn. Imwouer the rmpanse

cannot include commontaxy about News 0' nLhor ntatoments

designed to further a Senator's candeacy,

Thexetnxe. a Senator my respond, at public expense,

to a written request (a: lnfnzmahan, xncludlng a request

contained in a coupon, even if the SenaLor has {1' led a declara-

tion a! candidacy.

I hope this information is helpful. If you have any

other queltionl, please contact me.

sincerely,

Barbara Campbell

Counsel

Legal Division

ECHO

Enclosure
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Daniel H. Lowenstein, Chairman

Pair Political Pract1C23 Commission

1100 K Street

Sacramento, CA

Dear Mr. Lowenstejn:

AS part of their last district-wide mailing, several Senators

included a public information question whiC'h asked the reader if

he would like to be informed on "new and pending bills" before the

Legislature in several subject areas: or that offered to send infor-

mational backlecs to those readers who indicated an interest by check-

ing one or more boxes. The response is reported to be heavy, and in

most Cases, several boxes have been checked on each card or list so

that there are more than 199 people who wish to receive a response.

question: when a legislator responds to these requests

is he merely carrying out his normal office

routine in answering his office mail?

aocauss this mail is hacklcgging in such numbers, your expeditious

help on this problem would be much appreciated.

I am enclosing a copy of one type of mailing for your information,

and if I can help further, please call.

Sincerely,

(ZZZ/m C /

WILLIAM T. R L, / .

Consultant

Wfizrs

Enclosure


