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sited: Item for discussion at the opinion Requs‘st Meeting

Question asked by Yvonne smith. concerninguhether funds spent ful a

preferential poil conducted by the san Diego Trial Lawyers

hesocmtion and a ratinq of judicial candidates developed by the

San Dieqa Bar Association in a effort to inform the public of

attornEV’E JudlCial preferences are reportable expenditures,

I contacted both the Bar Aasocmtion and the Trial Lawyers Assoclation

and received the followinq information:

l. Kevin Midland, San Diego Bar Association — (7ll)233~7555

A special Sub-Cummittee was developed to gel: information from

all judicial candidates concerning their background, qualifica-

tions etci The candidates were interviewed by this committee

of the Bar as were other attorneys and members of the public

generallyi A5 a result of these interviews 38 judicial cdnu‘i»

dares were rated as:

ll Well qualified

2. Qualified

3‘ Not qualified

The ratings are then sent back to the Bar as a whale for cannientsi

In the event of dissenting opinions Concennnq the ratings, addi-

tional information is sought and will be evaluated. After this

review, the results will be distribured to the Candidates. The

candidates win then haw in opprrLunHy L’v appeal the results,

we appeal will be cnhsldnrod ny Uta rommvtL‘Ee and if necessary

by the Bar nemhvrship and the (Inn! ratlmxs’ wtll than he released

t:' the media. The \vhh ‘H'YIQ that hits occurred as yet is tn:-

lntetviewlnc (it candlddtl‘»,

The only expensu that v. Midland can [creme in connection with

this .icLivlLy it, the; wintini. of toms ind m.» miling of the

rucults to the 38 Candidatun, With Vital Izmxlmum expense of $200.
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Subiesfi: Preferential polls and ratings of judicial candidates

(See my memo to Natalie of April 14, 197m

The San Diego Bar Association will release to the public their

ranking of judicial candidates, The rankings will be made after

candidates for office are interviewed.

The san Diego Trial Lawyers Association will poll its members and

then release the results of the poll to the publici

At the April 17' 197E opinion request meeting the following was

decided concerning the above activity:

1. funds expended for the preliminary activity of gathering

information from members and conducting interviews of

candidates and other similar research are no: reportable

expenditures;

2. funds expended to distribute the results of the prefer—

ential poll of members or the ranking Df candidates is

only reportable to the extent mat an effort is made to

influence the outcome of the election. (See 2 cal

Admini Code section 13225)


